




' ''. • • oo • • • • • • • OQ • go • e " .. ., ... • • ... • ..._ ..,-, . • 1"9- :
' _t • i ,o o,o. 0, o,, • • °, ,_L/ ,,6/_0%,'0 ,, _ ..'| I'-_ I_*t*.'-

, . .,,,1_ .,? ,.',...
Conelus ons and recommendnt_ons ! ".." ' | _'_'_-_;'_._,A . :.... adopted by the Special ComJnlttee -.,;:- , [_h',-,

".,.I. . " . .at.it,s 9"[[_,hmeetin_ On 22 August l_;}_.... i .)'i':".i." _.[T_:_.,';_"

:t (1) The Specie/ Come,tee reaff:_ms the inalienable right of the people of the/-_, ,.. ;.___
' Territory to self-determination and independence in conformity with the Declarat_on_)*_ -__ [

o_ the Grating of Independence to CoZonia_ Countries and Peoples, contained in -..."' ._.s"I
• I '" '.%_" .:._ '

Metal As.embly resolutlon 151_ (XV) of I_ X)eee=ber1960. :__.;_. ._'[
i ....

(2) Fully aware of the special circmnstanccs of the Territory, ovin_ to such ,.-,. .', _'
factors as its sl_e, _eogr_phic_l locati0n, popul_tion and limite_ natural _._!
resources, the Special Committee reiterates the view that these circumstances shouldt[' .0

in no way delay the_speedy implementation of the Declaration which applies fully to:".;,,.,_:,,_i
%he Territory. Although it appreciates the continued participation of th_ -_:. '.."
a_ministering Power in the discussions on the United S_ates Virgin Island_,"the .;.

Cozm;ittee.hopesthat such co'operation will become greater with a view to enabling ,_!. .
it, _o ful'filits mandate and i_s responsibility towards the United StatesiVirgin J.i";I" I.
Islanders in a satisfactory manner. The Committee takes note of the inform-./ :. "_:_':_!.' '

presence of the Governor of the Territory at the 200th meeting of Sub-Committee IX. _-'_ _-: s_/ I :_'.
, _',; • .;.

(3) The Special Corlmitteenotes with interest that in his Gt_tement_,before the:b.' ',!'

Sub-Committee the representative of the administerin_ Power referred to the fact :!,,_'_.[,"""

that, although the recent proposals of the Second Constitutional Conventi_onwere '""
approved by the voters of the Territory i.na referendum held in November 1972, .,[,_.
representatives of all political parties_declded not to ask the United States
Congress to approve those proposals at the present, and that the United States i;,
Virgin Islands Government and Legislature were still considering whether it would bell
better to resubmit the proposals to the voters at & future election or to call for. _'_
a new constitutional convention. The Co=m/_tee hopes that the United S_ates _11 .....:

expedite any approval that mi_h_ be necessary in connexion with the decision taken ,_i :,-i_.I.
by the United States Virgin Islands Government and Legislature on .the issue. "_" '

(h) Bearin_ in mind that the aforesaid proposals did not receive an , _-._...
overwhelmin_ endorsement by the electors the Special Comm/ttee considers tha_ the F.- '

United States Virgin Islanders should be _iven every opportunity by the " . " i_i(.'.,
administerln8 Power to exercise their inalienable right to self-determination mad .' ,,.:.
independence in accordance with resolution 1511_ (_V), without having to decide on .: .:.
other unrelated matters at the same t_'.nq= I ,:

(5) TheSpecial Committee considers that the statement made by th_ Chainzas ,"." -
of the Sub-Co_ittee on Territorial sad Insular Affairs of the United States House %, '

Of Representatives in late September 1973 i/ is _,Iindication that plans for _
constitutional development in tl:eTerritory do not envisage the tr_msfer of all ;:
powers to the people of the Territory. The Committee stresses that consultations
between the administerin_ Power and the local population concernins the future of
the Territory should be held and hopes that representatives of the Committee will be

l/ See A/AC.IOP/L.930, _ra. 18. "
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._ invited to be present on occasions when the people express their views on suchi'_ ...,

: .... :' importamt matters. " : _' ' /,_i'• " [" .,%. 4 .
j . , • -.

, (6) Noting the opposing views expressed by the advocates of independence:and ' :"_':::_"__
of those desiring to continue some form of association with the United States,',the

•_ , Special Committee is of the opinion that there appears to be an atmosphere of . .-.;,...':',;,.

: uncertainty about the Territo_f*s future status, sad that a nev constxtution should. h/
be formulated'which would command the support o_ a substantial majority of the-i - -'_-

people'. Further, in this cormexion, the Conmittee believes that the present 30today " :ii:_T

i residence qualification for retina does not adequately protect the interests of

either the indig_enous people or the long-term residents of the United States Virgin _," _::.

Islands, especially in arriving at decisions concerning the future htatus of the ..._Territory. [ '_-i' ..,.,.,
• _ Y ._ .

" (7) The Special Committee notes the stren._thening of the relations bet_en ./.
._ the United States Virgin Islands and the British Virgin Islands as iniicated'by, tl_e....

il following developments: (a) the celebration of the Second Annual Friendsldp Day ._"" ._-_;.i
took place in October 1973 _ith the aim of establishing lastin_ ties "between the i_..:

i! two Territories; and (b) their legislative bodies held a Joint session in -:_

January 197h to discuss, _.ong other things, the liftin_ of restridtlons on :_" '_.'_'_

immigration to the United States Virgin Islands, I .".".'.•• I

(8) Recognizing that, owin_ to special economic difficulties_ the general _.

downward movement in the economy during the past four years is likely to continue :-:

into 197h, the Special Cm_nittee looks forward to the implementation of measures : _"J_:'

designed to bring about _provements. It reiterates its view that tourism should -,..-_
not be relied on as the _erritorf's nnin source of income. It notes with ... " '" "

satisfaction the attempts, bein_ made to accelerate the development of a_ricul_ure,"

livestock a_d fishing, r,,. "i.'" ! '

(9) The S1_ec_zl-,_C_ittee calls upon the administerins Power to safeguard the

inalienable ri__ht of't.he people o_" the Territory to the enjoyment of their =atural : ___n
resources by tekin._ effective measures to guo_rantee their rights to own and dispose _,,
of their natural resources and to establish and maintain control df the development

of those resources. I

• I "' _i

" (i0) The Special Committee .observes that since March 1971, risin_ unemployment

among the local poDulation has lain at the root of economic end social problems for

the Territo_/, including, the recent crime wave and poor race relations• and hopes _."

that the administering Po%'er will do everythin_ possible to assist the United States Iii.,Virgin Islands in tacklin_ these zrave and ur_.ent problems. The Committee hopes

that urgent steps %,ili be t-_ken to train local people to hold management positions [L_
in industries :in the Territory, and to nartic_pste r,.esmln_fully in its economic

development. In this connexion, the Co_.nittce hopes that the administerin_ P_er I

will in future provide it with inif.ormation regarding improvements in the economic

( and social condition of the local "people and the extent of their participation in
, the econoL_/.

(ii) Aware that the role of recent visitinc m/ssions to small Territories has

proven to be very helpful in the process of decolonization• and recalling that the
representative of the administering Power had stated in 1973 thatihis Government was
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._,de_rin_ the _ss_bilitv of _o_n _ ,'_ ............. -: " ' """ :,.'"

._ i _-g s_._Ino_!r _?.e_ble _t to .e_ur_.fir_t-h_d i._fo_matio,on thei'_;".ii::;:.

• _ _ u .een_zng _ne_r _gu_re, the S]_ec_ Cow, tree e_cpres-_esthe.bo_o:11;l:w_,.: _,'._

.i_"'i'!il _he auSm:Ln:[n'te_rL__o,,,'ez'",.rLll ._n at.nnouneee. tx:_itive aec_.sLcm on _be =t,t,=.. ._;j_':.. :. ""
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however, that more than 1,000 registered voters did not take part in the vote. In "" _: "
"" this eor.uexlon, it expresses the hope that the political education pro_ra_.'_.e in the:,

• • _erest,,_ '_.will be expanded in order to help the people totake a 8Ae.ater 1_TerritorY

-- in t_eir political fut'_re.. | !;.
.

• (7) With regard to the public service, the Special Cotmmittee notes wi+,b '
satisfaction the announcement of the new recruitin_ I,oli_/ designed to eneoure_e . i

• American Samoans living abroad to return to the Territory. It also welcooes the
tnfc._ation contained in the working paper prepared by the Secretariat, _ . ._'":'
concerning the preponderance of local career service employees in the public

service of the Territory. I _:_:_;

(8) The S_eeiel Co.._ttee notes the improvement of the economic situation

American Samoa and expresses the hope that the development of new types of
a_ricultural products _nd the expaosion and diversification of industF/ _11
the necessary base to promote stable develonment, In v_ew of the small amoun_ of/)_;;,: ".
lan_ available in the Territory, h_ever, the Special Committee would welcome .._:_._ .

stronger measures to control land alienation. (, :.:_; _;

3 • GU_, ".",_'_
•/,' _.

(9). The Special Committee notes that 197h will be an active and important
year for Guam and the Guamanian people as far as the future politicaL,status of th@_,i_"..

Territory is concerned. It notes the new p_th being followed v the adm_nistering"_ '_'_'''• i 2 : 14:

Power in undertskin_ talks with Gu_ums_nianofficials to review the relatlonsh'_9 of ._;_.,

Gush to the United States Government and its pro_r_-mmes. The Special Committee '/<i-__'_i'-. -:'i
• . e_, _ . .

expresses the hope that the adm/nister_ng" Power w-All'fulfil its obl_.at16n, to nab ._,_'_",_:_.:_'.%.

the people of the'Territory aware of all the possible options concerning their ,_?_'.',:

future in conform/ty with resolution 1514 (XV). ._._:.,.

(lO) With regard to econon_e conditions' _n the Territory, the S_ecial ' "!"i_i{. "; ,."
Conr_ttee note_ with satisfaction that'uro_ress h_s been achieved in many fieZd_,-..',_._(:¢.: /i.
and in particular in tourism. It _iso notes that the Guam Economic Development , :. _..

Authority Act has been amended to _ive priority to projects whi.h _:ould benefit "_J._;

'_ local residents and that the Authority _ill emphasize farming and fisheries

development. " "

; (Ii) The Special Cor_nittee t_kes into account General Assembly resolution "./'.i
3156 (_SC_III) of 14 December 1973 which strongly deprecates the establishment of -._

military b_ses and in_,tallations in Cuem and other colonial Territorie-. as _e_n_ -.
incompatible with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United NstfC'._s__,

: and calls upon the a_ministerin_, POwer to to/-e measures aimed at overcom/n_ the " ,....
dependence of the econc..-rIon the military _ctivities of the administerin Power, .. {;,
in accordance with th? wishes of the people of Guam. I:

i/ A/AC.109/L. 9h7. '_
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'_, (12) The Special Co_Ittee. so t_lc_esinto account the proposal of .the _'.,...

c,_/nisterinG Power th'at land controlled by the m/litary but no¢ requ/r_d by it,. _'i,....

:_ s_-o_d_otransferre_totl,eGov_nt ofa_ foruse_a eevelo_,_nt!It_so"i:,':.'".
•12J] no_es with satisf_ct[o:, the adoption by: the United States House of Repre_entatITeS%; L-" ;.

'i. of two bmlls eoncevm..n_ l_id, one of whi_.h vou_d help Guam resaln control of its ._.:._.. ,,.

iJ su%=.rge(, labiale.nd the other,which could result in the return to the Government. O_!S.,,_:.-,I,_".] '_.

• Guam of thousands of acres of land hein_ used .by United States military iforces. '"..... "
.. , . ,i",__,.... '."

., " (13) Tha Special Committee note_ that the current work force in Guam is stl21_:';i _. " _"S,,
unable to meet the demands of the labour market, p_rticular!y those for :skille_ ,,'_:.. .;_..

.I and sem/-skil!ed positions. It erpresses the hope %hat the training prd_rammes "':-", "v

under way in the Territory for such workers will help to solve the serious .msnp_wer.::j?'. .':_;i_,.
shortase.. _. .._:_ _ _..:,',,• .... ,I
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• i At. its _'7.th _ee'r,:l.n_, on 2_. Au_-uSt 15r{_ • / ".!_L .!" :. ::,',,.;,,w.,m

• i the t a

:_i! "
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries _

• contained in General _se_ly resolution 1,51-4(_) of lh December 1960. '_n
coat, exXon, it velco=es the assurance 6ivan to the Trusteeship Council by the

Admlnisteri_ Authority _hat the United Nations will he invited to participatein
'_ the process of self-deter_atiou throughout the Trust Territory. Tae Cc_ittee _: ; ,,

reaffirms the importance of ensuring that the people fully ,rid fr_.el, exercise .:..-':_. _.: _' '

• their rights in this respect and that the obligations of the AEministerin
:'_ are duly discharged. .. _

j.::_ (2) Fully aware of the special circumstances Of the Trust Territory, ov_.n_ "to ..q:.:" _;
_ such factors as its size, geographical locetion, population and limited resources, _'''r'
,_ the Special Committee reiterates its vlev that these circumstances should i_-zloVa,_'.:

i[1 _lay the sreedy imple_ente.tionof the Declaration contained in resolution
151h (XV) which fully applies to it. :, i_ ',',

,_ (3) The Special CoLvittee once agsln notes with res_retthe refusal of the
"i A_ministering Authority to co-operate _ith the Co_-aittee on this item by c_clinin$..:-..

to participate in the examination of the situation in the Trust Territory. _ It emceY.'!

i e_ain urges the Governxent of the States of A_rica to comply
United wlth 'its u";.',

repeated requests that a representative be present to provide vital and ,

_:I up-to-date information _hich would thereby assist the Committee in the fo_._atlotY:;_

_._ of conclusions and recommendations concernin_ the future,of the Trust Territory. _:_,,:,/-',. _.': ".

"_ :" I",, _' "•.1 (4) The Special Cc=_/ttee t_ds note of %he enactment of Public Lo.',,"5-60 Of . ,.,,.
27 March 197h providing for the establishment of a cc-._titution_lconventi'onas an .),':-:::''"

! importar.tstep towards the attainment o, self-governr-entby the people of the Trus_ _::-:,.
Territory of the Pacific Islands. In this regard, the Comm/ttee e_resses the _)%_.

• , ,j .

i hope that delegates to the convention will be able to reflect the aspirations of

" the Micronesiaa people to decid_ freely on their political and economic system :.,,_,..;
i without outside interference. ]h;,

(5) The Special Co.r_ttee notes with concern that the A;.h_inisterinc Authority '.':....... :, h:'.s,:,
still maintains the pcwer to _eto bills passed by the territorial legislature and -:_'¢ : [:_i,_,_.'<_'..
that the budgetary co,terence of the Ccngress of l.'icronesia remains limited. The _':;_",,. '!:;_..'_....... .

Committee considers that the peonle of the Terri*,o Z would aain more practical ": }.',. :_'_:/..'.. "experience in governing their affairs if its Conz.re_s _ere to become a ful_-y ". i" ':'¢'" "?'

. self-governing legislature, a measure for which the _cople of the Trust Territory . ' " "''
_. appear to be prepared. In this respect the Special Committee expresses the hope . _..

• . o _ • •

• that, in pa.rtieular, the budgetary competence of.the Congress of M_oronesxa will ' ._ ""
be expanded. I ' :, :-"..

(6)' The S_ecial Co_-n_ttee",bearing in mind its previous rccom_endatidns on :"..q:/ •

' this subject, exTresses the hone that in the tim.eremaining before self-_,o_!crnmen_" i ",_
: increasins priority will be given to the localization of the administration of the .. I '.-

' Trust Territory. I ',,." :,_',,..
_" I, _ ,_,,,
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'_" 'I "-_ ....... ia_ Co_ittee c_nslders that th_ tize has come for the _o_n_ -:_.;3._:,_,. [_.:.

• _ " ! _ ----'ttee on Future Status to co.-._leteits work, _nclud_nc the d_:_os_t_cn of _e_._,_.- _ _:_j_ .

_"3[• _ -,,estio_ of res_oasibility for _uolzc leads an_ adequate flnanc._al assz_tanee _o, :_.:,_,, -:..: _fi_;¢,

• ..i_: ,_[ _.e __rrito_ in t_- _t,,a'e. zt expressest._ehopethat _roa'e_ ,,_ll _ _ae cm............ _.'_,._
i__" _ • / " t.he fi-st ouestion on the l,a_is of legislation in+_roduced into the Co_rer.s or

_. . -- _ 6 • , . . •

'_:' ',> / Vic_onesia and _hat the questzon of future f_n_nc_al .arre_ceme-nt__All be c

?, st the next forms/ negotia_i,_ session between the two _azties. In this regmrd,..._.

Co,tree notes that a com_,leted draft compan.t ni_ht be referre_ to the f_ ,?.:., !_
Con_eas of Micronesia at its January 1975 regular session, but that such a ....; ,_o

is ex;eete_ to come into effect onl_ in 1.8.. i '/-

(8) On that subject, the Special Committee. considers that the entry into

effect of the compact in 1981 would provide an unduly long transitional _eriod

expresses the hope that the Micronesian people will be encour_,_e_ to dec_de f_e!yi_ t
end to adopt their future political status in conformity with the Declaration, well:9

before 1981. | .:A: ,

• (9)' The Special Committee reaffirms that the unity of the Trust Te ritory

the Pacific Islands should be preserved until it achieves self-detem_ins,_iou in _

a_cordance w_th re_olution 151h (XV), It expresses the hope that dcvelopmemts in
M_riaa_ Xslands District will not lead other districts to call for separation.

urges the Adm/nisterin@ Authority, in consultation _:ith the people of th_ Trust:

TerrltorT, to ta_.e appropriate action to promote nation',_l_nity in all dlstrictS

of Hier_nesia through its programme of political education for self-Gov_rnmemt.

(iO) The S]-eci_l Committee notes a number of deelsions which have rd-.ently _:-:'_t;i. _
taken to assist in strengthening, the economy of the Trust Territory, including ',Ji:;
removal of the restrictions on foreign investment from sour=es other than the . ._<.,: , . ,.. :
United States and the rc_luest to the Hi3h Co,_missioner to prepare z new _ive-yeai" V._%: -" ._

budgetax-i proT,rarm_ %_th emp_hasi_ on the development of the i_Yractr_ictu._e. The "i:_.'_. i -_"

Co.-_nitteeurges the A6ninisterinc Authority to take further steps n/reed St '" "

alleviating the unfavourable economic _itu_tion in the Trust Territory. '"_'_"_" ,:: :::::_'i:
''_ '._-.

(II) The Specizl Co,,_nit_eeonce r.ore u_c__s the Ad_dnisteri_n_ Authori'_y to tO/¢e :i:

effective I_eeusuresto _uarantee and s_.fe_uard the richts of the indirenous _o_ulati(ms" ,.;," ,- : .'

to _n and dispose of their n_tural resources, including l-nd, and to est'ablish .'.,,- _ .
and maintain control over their future development. _ ,,'_: '. Ini.,

(121 The Special Committee notes with ._atisfaction the a_sociate membership ".L :

status of the Trust Territory in the EconoL_ic and Soci_. Council :for Azia _and the ,.v. ..,
-, Pacific (ESCAP.) which should le_d to regional co-oper_tion and development, ""'

1 '/" "

(13) The _pecial Comnitteo expresses th_ hope that the nuclear test s_es of . __

Bikini and Eniwetok will bn returned in the near future to the peoples who have been: _,
displaced from them. The Speei_i Committee fecal.Is that in zubparazrar.h (I_)of its i'

conclusions and reco_T,'..,.endationson the Gilbert and El.lice Islands, P/tcairn _nd ii'!"the Solomon Islands, adopted on 1974, it noted that the

• _/eoe

•k " "4i

........... """""'""""'i:.'i :i @ • • CO• @@ "

•. • "" " '. ,U




