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Sen. Jol_n Mangefe! Dear Ambassador Williams:
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As you know, Micronesian interests at the United
Nations Law of the Sea Conference have been entrusted by

the Congress of Micronesia to the Joint Committee on the

Law of the Sea, chaired by Senator Andon Amaraich. For

nearly one and a half years, efforts have been made by
members of both the U.S. Law of the Sea Delegation and the

Joint Committee on the Law of the Sea to protect Micronesian

interests through representation by the U.S. Delegation.

Although these efforts have been made in good faith by

both parties, they have not succeeded in their goal of

ensuring full and adequate representation of Micronesian

interests. Accordingly, by letter dated August 29, 1974,

a copy of which is attached, the Joint Committee requested
the assistance of the U.S. Law of the Sea Delegation in

obtaining observer status at all subsequent sessions of the
Conference.

I would like to lend my support to the request of the

Joint Committee. Many people in Micronesia are looking to

the Law of the Sea issue as an example of how adequately

Micronesia's international interests might be represented

under a free association relationship with the U.S.

Supporting Micronesia's request for observer status at
the Law of the Sea Conference, I am sure, will be looked

upon very favorably by many_eople/If Micronesia.

Si_eDely/_,u_. _.
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