
-}. (HICOM DISAPPROVES TWO BILLS) " "
(,. i_.,j_.2,.__. SaIPAN, SEPTE'..:gER 93 ._"_ZdL-IN LETTERS SENT THIS

'_'EEKEND TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CONGRESS OF .MICRONESIA,
TRUST TERRITORY HIGH COM:41SSIONER EDt,.WARDE. JOHNSTON
ANNOUNCED "WITH REGRET" HIS VETO OF TWO OF THE .r,!.a.jORBILLS '
HE RECEIVED FROM THE RECENT SPECI_qL SESSION OF CONGRESS
ON SAIPAN.
" DISAPPROVED ,:,ERE A BILL RELATI_3 TO THE TRANSFER OF

PUBLIC LAND TO DISTRICT CONTROL (S'B _996), AND _ BILL AMENDI_S
THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION LAW, PUBLIC Law 5-6@, TO,
AMO_ OTHER THIN_3S, PROVIDE FOR A CREDENTIALS CO',!.r,_ITTEE .._
(SB 347). :_ ""

THE HICOMS.a. ID HE TOOK THE ACTIONS "RELUCTANTLY," AND "ONLY
AFTER LONC- DELIBERATION." "

REGARDING T._ EILL ON TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND, THE
HIGH COM_!SSIONER..,, ENCLOCrD IN HIS VETO MESSAGE .nN._OPINION
ON THE BILL ISSUED PY TRUST TERRITORY .ATTORNEY GENERAL
RICHARD I. MIYAS_OTO. THIS OPINION POINTED OUT CER'TAIN
IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE _ND JURISDICTIONAL DEFECTS IN THE -
BILL wITH RELATIOn.! TO THE UNITED STATES POLICY, ANNOUNCED '
IN NOVEMBER, LAST YEAR, BY THE SECRETARY OF THE INTGRIOR,
A POLICY ::JHICE Av;THORIZED THE TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND TO

............DISTRICT CONTROL A>,_DWAS IsSuED IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS
• _ _ ^ N .ORIG!Na, LLY PIIT FORTH ny L_D_RS I MICRONESIA . IT WAS
.......... ' MM T _"srln_EnUENTLY T;'NDORSED By -rut COi'_RESS JOINT CO.._..I_T_E ON

FUTURE STATUS. THE POLICY SETS OUT CERTAIN LI._':ITATIONS
AND SAFEGUARDS WHICH MUST BE COHPLIED _IITH SO THAT THE :.................

UNITED STATES, THRO!'GH THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT, -'--_--_-_--'°
ID M

CAN FULFILL ITS R_.S,O:,SI_ILITIES TO THE PEOPLE OF MICRONESIA,
THE HICOPq POINTED OUT.

HOWEVER, HF. S_ID, " THIS LEGISLATION, INSTEAD OF
FACILIT_TIS:G THE TRq_SFER OF TITLE TO THE DISTRICTS9 AS WaS
INTENDED, WOULD, IN F_CT, IMPAIR THIS ACTION.

_ " Ha CONTINUED, ."THE CONGR_SS OF _TCRO_ESI.A, AS NOW
ENDEAVORED T'.'ICE TO COMPLY WITH THE RE gUEST OF THE
ADMINISTERT_e _T u ._ A_D-. ,_,= A ....O:.ITY ... THE PEOPLE OF MICRONESIA TO
PASS ENABLIN_ LEGISLATION THAT _._O:JLDTRANSFER PUELIC LAND

• I '-" "v/,.TO LOCAL CONTROL BECUAS_ DEFICIENCIES IN THE _ILL REQUIRED

• w- _ ,,oI .| -v DISAPPROVAL, I A_.!PRcPARaD TO TAKE WHATEVER EX;_E_:C!TIVE aCTION

' MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO FULFILL THE AD>_INISTRATIf_I"S
COMMIT_4E.NT TO FaCI! !TATE THIS TRANSFER EXECU_9 r ACTIO ',_.. . _ • -- - '- _,,

HO'.,,!EVER,_,'ILL _E TAKEN ONLYUPON THE FOR_.L REgTUEST OF A
DISTRICT AND {],_LY' IF THE COX_DiTIONS.. -_qrTFORTH IN THE PUR___IC
LAND POLICY STATE',?ENT ARE MET. I A_ HOPEFUL THAT SUCH A --
TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND WILL SATISFY THE ORIGINAL
.MICRONESI_N REQUESTS-FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE CO.N_RESS
WHICH ENDORSED THE PRINCIPLES E_IBODIED IN THE POLICY
STAT EMENT." ':

i _,
IN HIS LETTER TO THE COHeiRESS O..',I SENATE BILL 3a7, THE

HiGH CO M'_ISSIO.',!ER CONGRATULATED THE CONGRESS FOR TAKING THE
INITIATIVE IN A_ENDI_ CERTAI"_ PARTS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION LA'a. HE POINTED OUT THAT MOST OF THE ......_MEND"__NTSV"
WERE WELL CONCEIVED AND PROPER, AND HE URGED THE LA',:';.!A_'ERS
TO TaYE PRIORITY ACTION DUR!._ ITS NEXT SESSION TO ENACT
THESE CHAN_ES.

HIGH COMMISSIONER JOH>ISTON O' UD HEF U,, THAT HAD TO VETO THE
ENTIRE BILL, HO',_EVER, BEC.qUSE OF CERTAIN. FEATURES I',_SECTIONS
EIGHT AND :',ll'qEOF THE _!E.AS_E. THESE SECTIONS RELATE TO
THE TI',IING OF ANY FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS PLEBESCITE AND
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUm, ANU lu P i_
APPROVAL OF THE CO)!STIT'JTIO_ BY, .A REFERE!'ID""!. '- AT,_D OUT 9

_< "THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT, THE H!CO "4.PO!" _" M

"IS NO,.aNEGOTIATING FOR ITS O'.':IPOLITICAL STATUS, A[,ID:.AY
HAVE ALREADY ADOPTED A CONSTITUTION AND VOTED IN ITS OW.'4
PLEBESCITE BEFORE THE OTHER DISTRICTS OF NICRON;SIA. THIS
BILL wOULD HAVE RE@,]IRED THE PLEBESCITE TO TAKE PLACE ON
THE SAHE DAY AS THE REFERENDUN THROUGHOUT THE TRUST T_RRITORY. .

-_ "THE NATURe" A!.!DTIMIXG OF ANY POLITICAL STATUS

i! PL___ESCITE," JOH.';STON STRESSED, "IS THE ,=,_.SPOJ_IBILITY OF THE
ii ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY." HE REAFFIRMED THE CONMIT_.!ENT OF

THE IINITED STATES TO CONSULT FULLY AHD AT LE,N,'3THWITH THE
PEOPLE AND LEAD&RS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY ON THESE ,'4-.ATTERS,
BUT CONCLUDED THAT A BILL IN wHICH THE NATL.O,E AND TIMId.3
OF A POLITICAL STAT_,'S._. .. _,..._..-.,..-,.-_- --P_r_q_c,,'Z.T'r_ ",,'V_,.... SPELLED OvvT_PY_ THE
CONGRESS OF .",IlCRONESIA COULD ">!OT BE SIGNED INTO LAW.

IN TAWING THE TWO VETO ACTIO':qS, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE CONGRESS AND THE AD._!INISTRATION

_H._;_ED GOALS OF INCREASED
WILL WORK 70GETHER TO,,,ARD ]'HEIR _ ^_ M

SELF-GOVERN_!ENT AND p_'q_n_acT=IhITY FOR ICRONESIA.

(HICO._.,: ..,eT_"]c_,=._ FIH.a.L BILLS)
........... :.. __AIpAN_ £EP'TE',!_ER03 (_,!.NS)---TRUST TERRITORY HIGH ................
..... COM.MISSIONER EDWARD E. jOHNSTON HAS SIGNED THE FINAL Tt00

" ' I _ _,_BILLS FRO._.']THE S,h,...KR SPECIal SESSIO..'_ OF THr CO:,_R_SS OF

.. MICRONESIA INTO LAW. THE ACTIONS MEAN THAT, OF THE 95 BILLS -
PASSED DURING THAT __.crSSIO:4, 21 ,,:_,,_u_v_"_'nn_,_r___,.,_LAW uHILE TWO
WERE DISAPPROVED (SEE PREVIOUS STORY).. THAT TOTAL INCLUDES
ONE BILL THAT 'I,_AS DISAPPROVED, RE-PASSED BY THE CONGRESS_

- AND SIGNED INTO LA_,! 0_'] ITS SECOND CONSIDERATION BY THE HICOM.
SIGNED DURING THE ,,,EEKEND WAS A BILL APPROPRIATING

$192,g99 FOR PUBLIC PROJECTS ON KUQqlE, PONAPE DISTRICT,
_I_-PUBLIC L 5-199.(HB 325). IT HAS NOW BECO _ At,:

ON MONDAY (SEPT. o3), THE FINAL BILL ',,,'ASSIGNED INTO
.. I_ TRUST TERRITORYLA_q. IT IS A BILL ._EViSINo AND STR_,,_'r,_':,_,v-,

CODES R r_ ATIJ._ TO THE USE OF DRUGS AND OTHER DANSEROUS
SUBSTANCES (HB 399). THE NEW DRUG CODE IS NO[,'PUBLIC LAV
5-1 lg.

IN S!GNI:'_G-THEDR_ LAW, HIGH:CON_4!SSIONER JO.H..ISTON
SAID: " THIS IS h VER,Y IMPORT.q.NT PIECE OF LEGISbATION, AND .

': BOTH THE CONGREss: OF Y!CRO[,]ESIA AND THE EXECUTI/_v_EBRANCH
WERE IN COMPLETE AG_REE:,!EHT AS TO THE {'_ECESSiTY _'OR THE
CONTROLS WHICH ARE PROVIDED IN THIS ACT."

PASSAGE OF DRUG LEGISLATION DURING THE SPECIAL SESSION
BECAME LIKELY FOLLOWIXG A DECISION BY TRUST TFRRITORY CHIEF
JUSTICE HAROLD t,:.BERI,IETT tqHICH , IN EFFECT, VOIDED THE
TT CODE.DRUg STATY!TES ON THE BOOKS AT THAT TI_,IE. ALTHOUGH
THE _v.S, FEDERAL DRUG LA."_SRE:_IAIJ_D IN EFFECT IN THE TT,

_MTHERE WERE SO'._EwHO S_ID THE jUDGE'S DECISIOH R_.:.:OVED
. .. "" "'" ANDEFFECTIVE CONTROLS ON THE USE OF DRUGS IN _IC_O:,ESIA,

THE ADMINISTRATION RUSHED TO GET A NEW DRUG LAW TO THE
CO,',_.$RESSAr..N I TIRE FOR CONSIDERATION DURI,"_ THE SPECIAL
SESSION.

THE BUR!,IETT DECISION CAME I.N A MARIJUANA CASE, AND
THE NEW LA','SPELLS OUT NEt,L, SPECIFIC PENALTIES FOR THE
POSESSION AND USE OF THIS POPUL.-&R SUBSTANCE.

(MARIANAS COb_GRESS CA_IDIDATES CHOSEN)
... A,,-.S OF CONDIDATES FORSAIPAN, qEPTEMBER 03 (HNS)---SL "'P

THE UP-COMING CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA GENERAL ELECTION HAVE
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