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By Diane Muddex
Daily News Staff Writer

SAIPAN - After a public “town meeting” on
Rota last Saturday, the chairman of the Marianas
Political Status Commission says _he feels even

cr that the people o ota are” behind the
Separate kﬁz}rién:ig";g%stat‘ﬁs TalRs,

At least we've : dership.behind us,”
Sen. Edwurd DLG Pan, il backS ipan.

Tuking aim al a Congress ol Micronesia Tepott
that reached a different conclusion, Pangelinan
added: “We came away from Rota with the feeling
that the people support the desire Lo become part
of " the United States and also appreciate the
opportunily for U.8. citizenship.

“We also came back with the sentiment thal we
should continue our ncgotiations, because the
people know that in the final analysis they are the
ones who will decide, who will reject a status
agreement or not.” :

The  congress  report, . prepared by a
subcommittee of the Joint Committee on Future
Status, suggested that “perhaps as many.as 50 per
cent” of the people of Rota are dissatisficd with
the Marjanas talks and would prefer to remuin
wilh the rest of the other Micronesian districts.

About 50 to 100 sesidents joined the members
of Rota’s municipal councit, mavor and District
Administrator’s representative al the three-hour
meeting, Pangelinan said.

The Roia hearing was the first of 12 public
gel-togethers scheduled in the next three weeks by
the status commission as the first step in
explaining the Marianas negotialions to district
residents.

“The mcelings aren’t meant to sell, but to tell,”
said Pangelinan. “The Rota session was very
successful. It was the first time the commission
was able Lo bring sufficient information to have a
dialogue with the people - something that was

5 very lacking before.”” Pangelinan said that the

Commissi(m distributed copies of the two joint
communiguces scltihg oul tentative agreements

reached with the United States.

“The people asked some very good questions
about our discussions -- about future relationships
between the Marianas and the U.S., lund, military .
components of 4 commonwealth,” Pangelinan

unds Re

Development  Fund  Act, $1° For

million was allotted to the island recently
for the  developmoent of
agriculture, fishing, tourism and

that

commercial/industrial - back-up for commercial
facilitios. back-up  facilities
However, GEDA has had  pon-s pecific

reason,
requested
Department of Interior that hulf’
of the funds originally alloticd

said. “They were particularly interested in o
U.S.’s proposed $14.5 million annual base, 11.
rebates, and other financial aspects.”

Money has been at Lhe heart of past rumblir
on Rota to become a separate district even apest
from the Marianas,

“They’ve been concerned in the past that they
may be short-changed in their requests to receive
an equal share of (district) funds,” said Pangelinan .

“But il money is the problem, the new Marianas -
government should offer a new opportunity. We
can _build in sufeguards to  assure equal
represenfation for Kol]a‘ L for
exaniple — - “because it i
dppropristion of money for public purposes is
decided on.” ' . -

Pangelinan said that onc possibility seemingly
favored by the people of Rota s equil
representation in whalever new legislative body is
created. There is no_indicatio er Lh

LICE Lh:
will_be unicameral, as the Marianas legislature is
now, or bicameral ) -

“Perhaps in the past Saipun has taken advantage a
of ils .numbers in the legislature or the
administration.” said Pangelinan, “but [ think the
people of Rotu have put aside past gripes.

“They're now asking, Do. we really want to
separate for the sake of being a separate district, or
Just to get more money? Sure, they know they can
sepurate and go hack to the pre-1962 times (when
Rotd was administercd separately) when they were
making 13 cents an hour.

“But now they’re saying, If money is our
problem, we’ll see what we can get under the new
government.

“They know that if U.S. citizenship is what they
want, vou don’t become purt of Micronesia, which
doesn’t want to be part of the U.8.”

) id .

Langelinan__al

&

épr_m

= TR HyAasd o
1 comm id"Pafgelinun, who is

also a member, “went to the people with nothing

to offer. -
“They should have reported only the transcript
of the heurings {on which the report was based),
and asked the congress as a whole to analyze the M
present state of confusion in Micronesin.”
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