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Dea_ Yar, _ntte= " " '

Thank yo_ for you_* lette_ oi" Decembe_ .3) 1973_ with
respeo$ to the proposal thab your organizationVs me,hod

.-.' of e_ploying _L_eronesia_s al_ _0 .A_. Nationa2k _eather. .7.i
Scation_ in the _ Te_"_tto_'.be. chan_ed. ...

-.. . . " .- .. : -'_;, ,,. _'. ,-. .... -,'- ' • - _ ' . - ..:

•. .. ' . ,_:_

,.. .".:" _ Edws_i E. 3ohnston du_ing a z_cen_ _it- to _ash_n_on . ..:.!..
and al_o _!_h Deputy Ht_ Com,dss_One_ Peter T.. Coleman . • './.:i
who was here las_ month. The High Commissioner's ..... -
Inltlal reaotlon was favorable. ."".

_e Im_o_tan_ point is the continuance of _he U.S.
_deathe_ observation facilities in the Trus_ TerrltoDy _d_
-as you_ le_te_ no_es) this _he _OAA would continue _o "

provide. Under _hes@ aIx_msta_o_s_ _here wo.uld no_ ..
seem t;O be any serious dlffloul_les in tu_nlnE ove_ the
responsibilltles for hi_Ing _d p_Tin_ the Mieronesians

o currently in your employ to _he Trust T_rTitory Govern- •
o. men_. whioh vould in turn be _el.mbu_sed.
o

c _e have no obJeotlons to your Paelfi_ Regional Head-
qua_te_s in Honolul_ explorln_ _he mat_e_ further with .. i..-
the High Co"mmissioner. -O • : ;. -

o 31ncerely yOU_,

.. _g_1 Stanley S. _arpeneet_ . " ..
Stanley S Carp_-nter -_.( • •

_ Director of Territorial Affal_s ,-

z c Mr. Rober_ M. White " "

_ .U. S, Depa_tmen_ of dO_Vce .. -
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" DEC3 1973

Mr, StanleySo Carpenter
Director_ Office of Territorial Affairs

Department of the Interior
18th and C Streets, N. W.

• Washlngton_ D; C. 20240

. Dear Mr. Carpenter:

As a par_ of the overall effort of the Executive Branch to
• reduce Federal employment, NOAA has been reviewing all of its...

programs to see what adjustments might be made to reduce its

total nymber of full-time, permanent employees.

' Some time'ago we thought of approaching the High Commissioner

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands with the proposal
that our method of employing Micronesians at our weather

stations in the Trust Territory be changed. Our idea was that
we would make an annual transfer of funds to the High Commis-

• sloner and, in return, he would hire and pay all of our

Microneslan employees. This would have two advantages; it

would reduce the total number of employees on our rolls, and

it would be a step toward the ultlmatetransfer of weather

services within the Territory to Microneslan control and

operations. Subsequently, there have been preliminary dis-

cuslons between Mr. Richard Hagemeyer of the National Weather

Service and Mr. John DeYoung of your office and it has been

determined that such a proposal would not present serious

problems. We have now looked at this idea in detail and wish

to begin formal negotiations with the Trust Territory Govern-

ment to accomplish it.

What we would propose to the Trust Territory Government does

i not involve a reduction in services by the NOAA National

} Weather Service. We would propose only that the responsibility
for hiring and paying the Micronesians currently in our employ

; be transferred to the Trust Territory Government. We would
reimburse them for this expense. We would continue to provide
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•• the weather observation facilities in the Territory and to
maintain them. We would also provide a liaison officerat

' " each station (a U.S. Civil Servant) who would be responsible

: i for maintaining the electronic equipment at the station and

: . : for providing such technical guidance and assistance as might

. " -_i-.! be required by the Hicronesian official in charge. Addition-
ally, we would provide appropriate supervisory personnel

_" - ' " stationed either in Guam or Salpan and would continue to

• "' _. furnish all supplies and materials needed for the operation,. /...

of the stations.

".-;.:- • The purpose of this letter is to request approval of the

i:_i ;:iii:_:..-._ _ Department of the Interior to this approach. If you are
.... :._.,..=. agreeable, we would propose-that detailed negotiations he

_" " ::.:i.:_:i.. handled between our Pacific Regional Headquarters in Honolulu

__ " "" .": and the Office of the High Commissioner. Hopefully, these

, , .. ,: . could begin soon with the idea of completing all arrangements

• ' and formally transferring the personnel to Trust Territory

employment sometime after January i, 1975, but before June 30,

1975. :f this approach and timetable is agreeable to you, we

would appreciate early concurrence so that we can have our

Pacific Regional Headquarters begin discussions with the

- High Commis_onerand his staff.

Sincerely,

Administrator


