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Z REFER TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 29, 1974 CONTAINING A
REOUEST FOR THE COOFERATION OF THE UNITED STATES IN
SECURING OBSERVER STATUS FOR MICRONESIA AT THE NEXT
SESSION OF THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE LAW
OF THE SEA, I AM VERY PLEASED TO INFOR_ YOU THAT THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO SUPPORT YOUR--
PROPOSAL TO OBTAIN OBSERVER STATUS, WHILE THE UNITED STATES
DOESRETAIN AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FOREIGN
AFFAIRS OF HICRONESIA, INCLUDING THE AUTHORITY TO DECIDE
wHETHER THE LAW OF THE SEA AGREEMENTw IF RATIFIED BY THE
UNITED STATESw WZLL BE APPLICABLE TO MICRONESIAw HE DO
EXPECT ISSUES TO ARISE AT THE NEXT $E$SZON OF THE LAW OF. THE.
SEA CONFERENCE WHERE OUR vIEWS DIFFER= CONSEgUENTLYw WE.
BELIEVETHAT THE MICRONESIAN DELEGATION SHOULD HAVE THE
ADDITIONAL LATITLIDE AND FLEXIBILITY IN THE PRESENTATION OF
THEIR VIEHS WHICH WOULD BE ALLOWED BY O_SERVER STATUS,

SINCE THERE gILL BE _ NUMBER OF DETAILS TO WORK OUT IN
ORDER TO'EFFECTUATE THIS DECISION MAY ! SUGGEST THAT
MEMBERS OF YOUR STAFF CONTACT MYRON NORDQUIST OF D/LOSp
ROOM 4321e. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATEr 20520 C202-63E-B_Q8)
ZN ORDER TO COORDINATE OUR EFFORTS.

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR THE CLOSE
COOPERATION BETWEEN US AND BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE JOINT
COHMITTEE AND THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION TO THE

CONFERENCE. I THINK WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY TOWARD6 :k
BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF ONE ANOTHERVS N_ED6 AND OUR
RESPECTIVE INTERESTS=

SINCERELY,

JOHN R, STEVENSON, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT

ZNGERSON


