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ARTICLE II

Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands

Section 201. The people of the Northern Mariana Islands will

formulate and approve a Constitution in accordance with this

Agreement and may amend their Constitution in accordance with

the procedures provided therein.

Section 202. The Constitution will be submitted to the Govern-

ment of the United States for approval on the basis of its

consistency with this Agreement and the applicable provisions

of the Constitution and laws of the United States. Thereafter

the original provisions of the Constitution and amendments to

the Constitution will not be subject to approval or disapproval

by the Government of the United States, except that federal

courts will be competent to determine whether amendments to the

Constitution are consistent with this Agreement and with the

provisions of the Constitution of the United States and federal

laws applicable within the Northern Mariana Islands.

Section 203.

(a) The Constitution will provide for a republican form of

government with separate executive, legislative, and judicial

branches, and will contain a bill of rights.

(b) The executive power of the Northern Mariana Islands will

be vested in a popularly elected governor and such other offi-

cials as the Constitution or laws of the Northern Mariana Islands

may provide.
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(c) The legislative power of the Northern Mariana Islands

will be v._sted in a popularly elected legislature, and will

extend to all rightful subjects of legislation. [Nothing in

this Agreement or in the provisions of the United States

Constitution or federal laws applicable within _he Northern

Mariana Islands shall prevent the Constitution from provid-

ing for a distribution of the membership of the legislature

on a basis which takes into account matters such as geogra-

phical or historical interests as well as population, pro-

vided such distribution is ratified by the people of the

Northern Mariana Islands by their approval of the Consti-

tution or amendments thereto.]

(d) The judicial power of the Northern Mariana Islands

will be vested in such courts as the Constitution or laws of

the Northern Mariana Islands may provide. The operation of

the courts of the Northern Mariana Islands will be compati-

ble with the federal judicial system of the United States

and consistent with applicable federal law.

Section 204. All members of the legislature of the Common-

wealth and all officers and employees of the Government of

the Commonwealth will take an oath or affirmation to support

this Agreement, the provisions of the Constitution and laws

of the United States applicable within the Commonwealth,

and the Constitution and alws of the Commonwealth.
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(c) The legislative power of the Northern Mariana Islands

will be vested in a popularly elected legislature, and will

extend to all rightful subjects of legislation.

(d) The judicial power of the Northern Mariana Islands will

be vested in such courts as the Constitution or laws of the

Northern Mariana Islands may provide. The operation of the

courts of the Northern Mariana Islands will be compatible with

the federal judicial system of the United States and consistent

with applicable federal law.

Section 204. All members of the legislature of the Commonwealth

and all officers and employees of the Government of the Common-

wealth will take an oath or affirmation to support this Agree-

ment, the provisions of the Constitution and laws of the United

States applicable within the Commonwealth, and the Constitution

and laws of the Commonwealth.
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