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ARTICLE X

Approyal_ Effective Dates and Definitions

Section I001

(a) The Agreement will be promptly submitted to the

Mariana Islands District Legislature _or its approval. Withu -

in [12_ days after its approval by the Mariana Islands

District Legislature it will be submitted to the people of

the Mariana Islands District for approval in a plebiscite to

be called by the United States Secretary of the Interior.

Approval must be by a majority of those voting in the pleb-

iscite. All residents of the Mariana Islands who would be

eligible to vote in elections in the Mariana Islands District

if such elections were held on the day the plebiscite is

conducted shall be eligible to vote in the plebiscite. The

results of the plebiscite shall be certified by the Secretary

to the President of the United States.

(b) T_e Agreement will be approved by the United States

in accordance with its Constitutional processes.

(c) _e President of the United States will issue a

proclamation announcing a date upon which the Commonwealth

will be established, when he finds:

(I) That the Agreement has been approved as set

forth in subsections (a) and (b) ; and

(2) That the people of the Mariana Islands District

have adopted a Constitution prusuant to the Agreement; and



(3) That the Trusteeship Agreement has been termi-

nated or will terminate on the date on which the Commonwealth

will be established.

Section 1002. The provisions of this Agreement shall become

effective as follows, unless otherwise specifically provided:

(a) Article ll;Sections 201-203[Local Constitution|

Article V, Section 505 [Commission on Federal Laws] ; and

Article X [approval, effective dates, definitions] will

become effectice upon approval of this Agreement by the

United States and the people of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(b) Article I, Section 102,103 & 105; Article IV;

[IT.S. Judicial Auth_ity ]Article V, Sections 501 - 504

[Applicability of U.S. Constitution and Laws]and Section

506; Articles VI and VII; Article VIII, Section 802 and

Section 805 shall become effective 180 days after this

Agreement has been approved and the Constitution of the

Northern Mariana Islands has been approved as determined

and declared by the President.

(c) The remainder of this Agreement shall become effec-tive upon the establishment of the Commonwealth of the

Northern Mariana Islands.
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. _ Section 1003 ....

. (a) The Application of any law of the United States or

provision of the United States Constitution which would

otherwise apply within the Northern Mariana Islands or

the effectiveness of any section of the Constitution of the

Northern Mariana Islands may be suspended until termination

of the Trusteeship Agreement if the President finds and

declares that the application of such law or provision of

the United States Constitution prior to termination of the

/ -- \Trusteeship Agreement would be inconsistent with the Trust-

eeship Agreement.

(b) Any determination of the Pr4sident that the Trustee-

ship Agreement is or will be terminated on a certain day

shall be final and shall not be subject to review by any

authority of the [Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,]

the Northern Mariana Islands or the United States, including

I the courts thereof.

[ Section I004. ..... !!

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern

Mariana Islands will become effective in accordance with

its terms on the same day as those provisions of this Agree-

ment described in subsection (b) of Section 1002 become

effective, provided that if the President finds and declares

that the effectiveness of any provision of the Constitution

prior to termination of the Trusteeship Agreement would be

inconsistent with the Trusteeship Agreement such provision

shall be ineffective until establishment of the Commonwealth.

Upon the establishment of the Commonwealth as provided in

Section i001, the Constitution shall become effective in its

entirety in accordance with its terms, as the Constitution

_F the Commonwealth cf the Northern Mariana Islands. 0_8_76



Section 1005. As used in this Agreement:

(a) "Trusteeship Agreemer_" means the Trusteeship

Agreement entered into between the Security Council of the

United Nations and the United States of America, dated

pursuant to which the United States is the Administering

Authority of the Northern Mariana Islands ;

(b) "Northern Mariana Islands" means the area known

at the time this Agreement is signed as'the Mariana Islands

District of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Isl_nds,

consisting of those islands and territorial waters which

lie within the area north of 14 -_-north latitide, south of

21 ° north latitude, west of 150 ° east longitude and east of

144 ° east longitude;

(c) "Government of the Northern Mariana Islands" includes,

as appropriate, the Government of the Mariana Islands District

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands at the time this

Agreement is signed, its agencies and instrumentalities, and

its successors, including the Government of the Commonwealth

of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(d) "Territory or possession" with respect to the United States

includes the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,

the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa and the Panama Canal

zone.
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Signed at on the___day of 1974.

FOR THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT: FOR THE UNITED STATES oF
AMERICA:
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