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: AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH A_M_G_--_SELr-_OVERNI_Gj -
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS IN

POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Whereas, the Charter of the United Nations and the

Trusteeship Agreement between the Security Council of the

i United Nations and the United States of America guarantee to

the people of the Northern Mariana Islands the right freely

to express their wishes for self-government or independence; and

Whereas, the United States supports the desire of

the people of the Northern Mariana Islands to excercise their

inalienable right of self-determination; and
2

Whereas, the people of the Northern Mariana Islands

and the people of the United States share the goals and values

i found in the American system of government based upon the

• principles of government by consent, individual freedom, and

1

democracy; and

• I

•_ Whereas, for over twenty years, the people of the

Northern Mariana Islands, through public petition and re-

! ferendum, have clearly expressed their desire for political
i

union with the United States;
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-•i"•:_ Whereas Clauses, p. 2

,-"! Now, therefore, the Marianas Political Status

._":i_,_, Commission, being the duly appointed representative of the

•"'._}i people of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Personal

.I Representative of the President of the United States have

_.•/•._i entered into this Agreement in order to estab']ish a self-

.!
4 governing commonwealth for the Northern Mariana Islands within

i";"i the American political system and to define the future rela-

.'";_}i tionship '.between the Northern Mariana Islands and the United
• " I

States. This Agreement will be mutually binding when it is

d

approved '.bythe United States, by the Mariana Islands District

•' Legislature, and by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands

• '_! in a plebiscite, constituting on their part a sovereign act

,..i. of self-determination.
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JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT

_ October 23, 1974

'i

." -, ARTICLE I

._ Political Relationship

Section 101. The Northern Mariana Islands on termina-

-, tion of t.he Trusteeship Agreement will become a self-governing

commonwealth to be known as the "Commonwealth of the Northern
,i

.Mariana Islands," in political union with and under the
<

i sovereignty of the United States of America.

Section 102. The relations between the Northern

. Mariana Islands and the United States will be governed by this

Agreement which, together with the provisions of the Constitution,

: treaties or/laws of the United States applicable to the Northern

' Mariana Islands will be the supreme law of the Northern Mariana

' Islands.

J

Section 103. The people of the Northern Mariana

_ Islands will have the right of local self-government and will'

,:_ govern themselves with respect to internal affairs in accor-.

_i

: dance with a Constitution of their own adoption. -

- .- Section 104. The United States will have complete

-!:_ responsibility for and authority with respect to matters

: _ relating to foreign affairs and defense affecting the

. i
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.._....•I ction 105. _US: The United States may enact legislation

in accordance with its constitutional processes, which will be ._.._.

•_ applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands. But in order to

respect the right of the people of the Northern Mariana

Islands to self-government guaranteed by this Agreement

the United States agrees to limit the exercise of that

authority with respect to the fundamental provisions of th_

Agreement contained in Articles I, II and III, and Nection 501,

to the extent that they may be modified only with the consent

of the Government of the United States and the Government of

the Northern Mariana Islands. ]



• ,, .

• Article I, p. 2

Northern Mariana Islands.

•.• Section 105. S: The United States may enact

• ! _ legislation in accordance its constitut: processes,

i_I which will be applicable to _na Islands.

" '_"/_bJ/-/__, BUt-in order to respect the ric the people of the.. ,

• / _--_ Northern Mariana Islands to _nment guaranteed by
•-" ":i

.: . this Agreement the ._s ac limit the exercise

of that-authority w_ respect to the ing provisions of

i_i his Agreem he extent that they may _ .fied only

•••i_: with the _sent of the Government of the .it.= _tates and

_/_ the G_ernment of the Northern Mariana Islands : .]

/

i

[MPSC: (a) The United States, accordance with

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the Constitution of the

United States, may, except as otherwise provided in this

Agreement., enact legislation applicable to the Northern Mariana

..: Islands, provided that legislation which the Unite'd States

ii•! could not make applicable to a State of the Union may be made

/•_ applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands only if such

:, legislation specifically provides that it shall be applicable

to the Northern Mariana Islands and if, taking into account

'_ the right of local self-government of the people of the

Northern Mariana Islands, there is a compelling national

_i interest in the application of such legislation to the
i

0Z90.5
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" Article I, p. 3

_:. Northern Mariana Islands. ]

[MPSC: (b) N_thstand./_ny other provision

_i. IP of this Agreement or of the _ution or laws of the United

•i...._ ',J States, or of the Constyo n O r _of Northern Mariana
..-.-,_ : ,/_. Islands, the fund provisions of eement, l[Nted

' _i_i _ as follows, ma_ modified only with the cons_the

Government o_th U_es nad t eh Government of'_he

_ "_ "Northern/%.lariana Islands : .]

,._:i [MPSC: (c) Consent by the United States or the,.? i

_.. ,,

•_ _ Northern Mariana Islands will be given in a manner to be
I

"i,_ __/I! determined by their respective Constitution or laws, provided
.! however that prior to the termination of the Trusteeship

• .: Agreement consent by the Northern Mariana Islands may not be
.i

: given without the approval of the legislature thereof. ]

.I Pr _ M I_] ent'

• : ,,ii .M :_ - The Commonwealth relationship -

'/"!"J -_" ' n-" '-" " 's ank / i" : :_ bet ee t t r -.... W n he U ited Sta_e i_t he No therr_ Mar_ana Islands,

dki / \ • 1 ;,: -';: as define n this Agreement,-_establish_d under%Article/!.

:: - \ (b) The right of the people of the Northe_rn
...._ \ ! _ ',. ! _,
-} Mariana Islands to adopt and amend their own Cons_itut_:'on .,.

:.: under Art.

? "i,.! •
". • =. .2|

" i!i
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/ No_ 7, 1974- " .

g,-.:.cL_:-:_--.(b) The following provisions of this

Agreement may be modified only with the consent of the

Government of the United States and the Government of the

Northern Mariana Islands:
the Commonwealth relationship

(i) provisions in Article I establishing/

between the United States and the Northern Mariana Islands,

as defined herein;

! ! (2) provisions in Article II guaranteeing the

right of the people-of the Northern Mariana Islands to adopt

\\i./_IJ/ and amend their own Constitution;

(_.) provisions in Article II_stating the cir-

cumstances .under which persons may become United States

citizens or nationals; and

(4) provisions in Sections 501, 503, 804 and

805 determiningthe application of certain provisions of the

Constitution and laws of the United-States to the Northern

Mariana Islands, and provisions in Section 702 assuring

.initial federal financial suppor
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_, JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT
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i] October 23, 1974

', ARTICLE II

, Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands

i Section 201. The people of the Northern Mariana

_ Islands will formulate and approve a Constitution in accor-

::s dance with this Agreement and may amend their Constitution

...... pursuant to the procedures provided therein.
'. 0.

Section 202. [US: The Constitution will be

• ! " " submitted to the Government of the United States for approval-.;i

, on the basis of its consistency with this Agreement and _

iI a_9_e_pr_vision, s_z:-_c,-' _°$ the/9_'C°n_t_ti°n_ and laws of theUnited State_. _MPSC: The _'_ _atcz_ _:_-h_l_.......... _h_

' i00_ o"f this_Agree_ent.] S_endments to the ",

_ Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands may be made by

- ._ the people of the Northern Mariana Islands without, approval

_ by the Government of the United States, but the courts

"_ established by the Constitution or laws of the United States.

: will be competent to determine whether the Constitution and :

i

,._ subsequent amendments thereto are consistent with .this

Agreement and .with those provisions of the Constitution,

' " ar:_a2: t : /
' treaties o ws of the United States applicable to he

i'

Northern Mariana Islands. ..///

, - :.." ://,/ ' _;-/ _" ..

,I

....................... 0290_8
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, _,' " o._ ,:; k _'" _"_t _, • '_.i'_J_/_'*_ _ . '_ . _ , , .'

?i::_
._ Aritcle II, p. 2

..o.

Section 203. (a) The Constitution will provide

for a republican form of government with separate executive,

legislative, and judicial branches, and will contain a bill

"... r

: of rights.

_ (b) The executive power of the Northern

<

Mariana Islands will be. Mested in a popularly elected Governor

..... and such other officials as the Constitution or laws of the
-=

Northern Mariana Islands may provide.

(c) The legislative power of the Northern

Mariana Islands will be vested in a popularly elected legis-

lature, and will extend to all rightful subjects of legislation.

o_- l=w_ uf L:i= U_IL6_I GtaWee_-a_?1_h]_ e_ the

N_ __n-_s--_ 7he Constitution of

'I "_'_ d_ VL_, '

___ the,Northern Mariana Islands fro_._. =__vidin 9 for _ distribution

'": /_-_,s ,7,.-'.,-_> - _. " ..4
i'. of _ membership o_--_)le--4_i__/on. _ ,basis wh_ i i

",, _ _ /J_ *i " ._4-a- - s ......... Z.._ ,.,_ "I /l---£ %-3 _a._4 ,._ ,

in_erest_-_ populatxon, _o.i_/_, -._./_ "'-=_ _ ' -

i_.rat$f4 _ b_- .,,g 'H_ople -of _ne-nor_ne_n i{_=ia_ia-Iz!_-as

• (d) The judicial power of the Northern

Mariana Islands will be vested in such courts as the Consti-

i tution or laws of the Northern Mariana Islands may provide.

I

-|

+.
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•__-/.•k.._•......<_,-_.._,.,L.-,_ş_. _ ._-_,:.:..-.. / - : ._ . •

'_-_ Article II, p. 3

.,:-._..._ [US: T_ operation of _e courts of the_'..Northern Mariana

/ .., Islands _.ill be compatibl_th the federal\judicial system

_i_ ii --___ able federal

:::i .:..._I .of the Uni d States and consi'-fft!ent with applic

• _:I law. ]4

":i Section 204 All members of the legislature of

_ " _ the Northern Mariana Islands and all officers and employees

,2" •-

,i of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands will £ake
. "[ -!

' •"_•:•"i an oath or affirmation to support this Agreement, the provisions

.-.--; of the Constitution treaties and laws of the United States

' • i applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Constitu-

tion and laws of the Northern Mariana Islands.

. t

%
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.. :_ ARTICLE III

,.'fi!

., Citizenship and Nationality

•- ..

.i Section 301. The following persons and their|

:: children under the age of 18 years on the effective date of

_I. this Section, who are not citizens or nationals of the

--..._ United States under any other provision of law, and who

.:i have taken no affirmative "steps to preserve or acquire

•• ! "foreign nationality, are declared to be citizens of the

-. I United States, except as otherwise provided in Section 302;

(a) All persons born in the Northern Mariana

Islands who are citizens of the Trust Territory of the Pacific

.! Islands on the day preceding the effective date of this
4

Section, and who on that date reside or are domiciled in the
i

• Northern Mariana Islands or in the United States or any

territory or possession thereof;

• ib) All persons who are citizens of the Trust

'_ Territory of the Pacific Islands on the day preceding the _

•i effective date of this Section, who have been domiciled

" continuously in the Northern Mariana Islands for at least

: i five years immediately prior to that date, and who, unless

under age, have registered to vote in district elections
._- _,

in the Mariana Islands District prior to January i, 19715] ;.i

..! and

i
2

J

................................................... :..... :.................. 0Z-90-7t .......



• , ,_' _._ " ,_...:-,, '__,,.,// ._,i_v_._/_:.,,!.i,._._ • . _ . ..._... • . • .- ,

•; __ " Article III, p 2

• •!i"__
• 1

• (c) All persons domiciled in the Northern

" '! Mariana Islands on the day preceding the effective date of
J

....,_ this Section, who, although not citizens of the Trust

• -. 4

! Territory of the Pacific Islands, do not on that day owe

" allegiance to any foreign state, and who on that date have

_ _:!_,;_i been domiciled continuously in the Northern Mariana Islands

" _ " since at least January i, 19J:[4]

• • Section 302. Any person who becomes a citizen

_ of the United States solely by virtue of the provisions of

._ Section 301 may within six months after the effective date

• .:_i of. that Section or within six months after reaching the age

•_ of 18 years, whichever date is the later, become a national

but not a citizen of the United States by making a declara-

tion under oath before any court established by the United

• _I States or any court of record in the Commonwealth in the

. .-:.i:..it_ form as follows : _

-_.i_.! "I-:!_ ....... being duly sworn, hereby declare my

! intention to be a national but not a citizen of the United

.,_ States. "

t"_i Section 303. All persons born in the Common-

" _ wealth on or after the effective date of this Section and

._ subject to the jurisdiction of the United S_ates, will be

1
• citizens of the United States.

,L ._

1

.i
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-! Article III, p. 3z

. _' Section 304. Citizens of the Northern Mariana

1
Islands shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities

. .'. "• "[!

...... of citizens in the several States of the United States.
.-. , i

.- • ._

J

• !

• e_e _l_)_and ( )__eBrack ctions 30 c an ,_

_" '_', _r A /ssue _eserv_for the\_ls, not t'dis_agreement _i_n -/

•• _ _the Co__e.
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i!i'._ " JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT

.::...-._ October 30, 1974

•:_!°i_i..,.':??,_

2 '" "I

.,.?._ ARTICLE IV

:_ Judicial Authority

:i' 'J

".....:"i Section 401. The United States will establish

::!:! :?
•"::_ for and within the Northern Mariana Islands a court of

..._-_ record to be known as the "District Court for the Northern

-<:":_' Mariana Islands " The Northern Mariana Islands will
•/,, •

.',._

i :.:'iiI constitute a part of the same judicial circuit of the
.-...., United States as Guam.

,'5

' "_ Section 402 (a) The District Court for

_:ii_ii!:!i the Northern Mariana Islands will have the jurisdiction

.::-:i of a district court of the United States, except that in

-_ all causes arising under the Constitution, treaties or
i

""i

-" :iiii .laws of the Unit gd States it will have jurisdiction
• . _// , _O/

.':"/iiI without regar .d_the sum or value of the matter in _

_-_ controversy .

(b) The District Court will have original
•' i!

' .i jurisdiction in all causes in the Northern Mariana Islands
. !

..-_ not described in Subsection (a) jurisdiction, over which

.....•_ was not been transferred by the legislature to another

•_ _ court or courts established by the Constitution or laws--

: ii \ ": of the Northern Mariana Islands. ' In causes brought

'"'2" I ,

.................................................._"...........-:.......-..........GZ 7 --



."• ""..".:.''.i_"<i_.<i+._:i_; .'.'.'>'".."._i.'• " : .,_. ,

' .i Article IV, p. 2

.,-._

...."_'.i
,-_ in the District Court solely on the basis of this Subsection,

•-::! the District Court shall be considered a court of the Northern"" :2_ii
-, _ Ma.ri_na,Islands for purposes of _ ;wp-_,ich_T__-_.:_ Cl.c Unlt_--_

.'f
• i

"ii (c) The District Court will have such
• ."i

::,l appellate ;jurisdiction as the legislature may provide.

-.:....?j. When it sits as an appellate court, the District Court

• :i'/">"I

:":-.:!_i will consist of three judges, at least one of whom will be

• )."i a judge of a court of record of the Northern Mariana
i

Islands.
I
I

:" 4

Section 403. (a) The relations between the courts

establishe_h_e Constitution or laws of the United States

""!! ".' and the courts o__e Northern Mariana Isl? with respect

• "! !_ to appeals, certiora_removal of cau_ the issuance

i_ __u of writs of habeas corp_and oth_atters or proceedings
• . _ will be gcverned by the law_/_e United States pertaining

. i..I /__ to the relations between t_o_r_ of the United States and _

._ the courts of the sever_States_ matters and proceed-

• ";_i ' ings. [MPSC: For/_P0ses of. review b_Supreme Court

" :";'!;'J fl ''1['<:'_'_1_''"., of the United S_s of judgments and decrees _urts "

_.{i tl_ll"-i_ ''_ _' established_the uni_ted states, the Northern Mari_a Islands

.:iI_'_!i'_ ! will be tr ated as if it were a State of the Union.]

'i

I

: 9 75....... OZ
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:"":_i JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT
• • .:

.-:77--.:._ October 23, 1974

•;: i I
" - "_J ARTICLE II

.._._,4

" I Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands
•.•iZT.I

" _ Section 201. The people of the Northern Mariana

-_;--:_ Islands will formulate and approve a Constitution in accor-

• :3;i-.!

"?_:;.;"i:;_ dance with this Agreement and may amend their Constitution

;i, _:_ pursuant to the procedures provided therein.

•_7 " ;!

....' Section 202 [US- The Constitution will be• .! Q •

:'.. i:j

"-.i:...=.,"/_ submitted to the Government of the United States for approva&l

. _ on the basis of its consistency with this Agreement and

"ii!i:i:._ a4__e provisions o[ the ,_Const_tion and laws of the

; ]:i" United State_. fMPSC: The Unit: a_ _.'=ztcz-,=hall. -==--.-......... ,_h_-.

" 'i, i00_ of this Agreement.] S_=_m_,,t_mendm.ents to the .,,

_':"::.{ Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands may be made by

.i•i..._7 the people of the Northern Mariana Islands without,approval

"!'7":_I by the Government of the United States, but the courts••)i:!i

-. i".i established by the Constitution or laws of the United States !

will be competent to determine whether the Constitution and / -
.3

:.. •_ subsequent amendments thereto are consistent with this

._ Agreement and_th those provisions of the Constitution, .,

" "_ r_aws of the United States " "
7,{ treaties o applicable to the '

-"'_ Islands. /./--:..: Northern Mariana

...._ '_'_" 4-_'. /

:
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• Ii ! / 3 .: _ /

@ "Section 403.. (a) The relations between the courts

established by the Constitution or laws of the United States

and the courts of the Northern Mariana Islands with respect

to appeals, certiorari, removal of causes, the issuance of

writs of habeas corpus, and other matters or proceedings will

be governed by the laws of the United _tates pertaining to the

relations between the courts of the United States and the

courts of the several States in such matters and proceedings,

except as otherwise provided in this A_g_eem_t; provided that I
J

for the first fifteen years following the establishment of an

appellate court of the Northern Mariana Islands, the United

States Court of Appeals for the judicial circuit which in-

cludes the Northern Mariana Islands will have jurisdiction

of appeals from all final decisions of the highest court of
i

the Northern Mariana Islands from which a decision could be i

had in all cases involving the Constitution, treaties or laws -

of the United States, or an exercised thereunder, "

unless those decisions are revi_able in the District Court

for the Northern Mariana Islands pursuant to section 402(c).

(b) Except as othe_#ise provided in this Article, those

portions of title 28 of the United States Code- which apply to
/.



Guam or to the District Court of Guam will be applicable ___

[-_n t> ....... _] to the Northern Mariana Islands or to

the District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands; respec- .

tively.

-- 2 -
S

iI

i



Article IV, p. 3

, (b) Those portions of Title_ 28 of
• ]

the United Code which apply to Guam/or the District
/

/

Court of Guam wJ be applicable in the same manner to the
/

Northern Mariana or the District/Court for the

.....Northern Mariana Is s, respectively as otherwise / _
/ / _...i

specifically provided Agreeme !( " J

. [US: (c) For first years following .,_ _.\_

_ the establishment of an appe of the Northern :_

.•• Mariana Islands, the Court of for the Ninth

Circuit shalq have jurisdiction appeals from all
• i

:i final decisions of the highest of the Northern

•"i IQ__I//_ Mariana Islands from which a could be had in

all cases involving the Cons itution, s or treaties

of the United States or sed there-

under, and. in all habeas _us cases, and in civil

' .: "_.... --... cases where the Value in _ersy exceeds $5

,."_., .., - exclusive of interest a_ costs, unless those deci_

".. _--.,.._. are reviewable in the _istrict Court for the Northern

Mariana Islands pursuit to Section 402 (c).]

: /



• JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT

October 23, 1974

ARTICLE V

--, Applicability of Laws

"- .;

....i Section 501. (a) The following provisions

'!. of the Constitution of the United States will be applicable

, . • )

_ within the Northern Mariana Islands as if the Northern Mariana

! Islands were a State of the Union: Article I, Section 9,

Clauses 2, 3 and 8; Article I, Section i0, Clauses 1 and

.' 3; Article IV, Section 1 [HPSC:, sentence I], and Section 2,

••:•'_ Clauses 1 and 2; .Amendments 1 through 9, inclusive; Amendment

! ___._ 13 -_3C-., _iun .I_ ; Amendment 14, [US-. Section_ l_aR_--

..r-,__t_,_--_ S_u_±on I]'; Amendment 15 _., Sec_lon _] ;

/'• , . . ! .

/ Amendment 19 [M2ZC,, -_6 ......._ i] ; Amendment 26
."'t,i

! <.0 ?'
•-.i _/ (b) _e_amendments to the Constitution _
•i of the United States which do not apply of their own force

• i
within the Northern Mariana Islands will become applicable

within the Northern Mariana Islands only wi_h the approval

of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands and_qthe

,,. •:: United States _._-e-e-_. '

.!

•, (

.,...

0290 0
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4.

i.jj , __
',,,.y.....- U_ S._-_PRQP_OSAL •

Section 502. The following laws of the United States in

existence on the effective date of this section, and subse-

quent amendments to such laws, will apply to the Northern Mariana

Islands as follows, except as otherwise provided in_=_m_J--

;-:.k @ -_:, .._- - this Agreement:

t -

.,"°'_ (a)_e laws which provide federal 2services and financial .

i. assistance programs_, Titles I, X, XIV of the Social Security
4 '

J

• : Act, as amended, and sections 13, 25 and 25(a) of the Federal

Reserve Act, as amended (12 U.S.C. 466 and 601-632), and section

5191 of the Revised Statutes (12 U.S.C. 143) will apply as they
E-

apply• to Guam; the Public Health Services Act will apply as it

applies to the Virgin Islands; and the Micronesian Claims Act

as it applies to the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands;

(b) Those laws not described in subsection (a) which

have provisions making them applicable to Guam and which are

of general application to the several States Will apply in

the manner in which they are applicable to the several States;

(c) Those laws not described in subsections (a) or (b)

which are applicable to the Trust Territor_ of the Pacific

Islands, but not their subsequent amendmen_s'_-unless Specifically

0290 1



i
.t.

made applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands, will apply to

the Northern Mariana Islands as they apply to the Trust Terri-

tory until termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, .and will

thereafter be inapplicable.

2

i,
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(U
Section 503.

(2) the coastwise laws of the United States, and

_ an7" prohibition in the 1.aws of the United States against the

lallding in the United States by foreign vessels of fish or

fish products taken on the high seas, to the extent that such

laws relate to raw fish. _ t,"ii ,',:j' _ _ '"_ " _ !

• ! _,
1

L . __ i

i '
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 rti.l.v.2
! Section 50_2_ [This Se_ion states the formula

for de applic a_rli/i ti of fed _Aws to/_he 7or the r_Mariana

• erie so<&.W  ormu"<"'
, con_ are atta_d as an annex to this Article.]

Section 503. (a) The following laws of the

i United States, presently inapplicable to the Trust Territory

.... of the Pacific Islands, will not apply to the Northern Mariana

" _ Islands except in the manner and to the extent made applicable

by the United States Congress by law after -termination of the
,;

/ i Trusteeship Agreement :

(i) the immigration and naturalization

laws of the United States; ip_i_f

t__/_dF " , (2) _ coastw_[US: sh laws ofJ_# _M_,_ a__ny p n t

the ed S t ate s roh ib i t_.i_n/i.! . he I__ '

i ,_' ,_./the United States __eig_n-__ls landi_ -is_h or

i _e _a_e_; "a_n"& °"__' ! ,/ fish pr United " "

(3) The minimum wage provisions of the

", . L'_"L Fair Labor Standards Act, as amended.

;" (b) Nothing in this Section shall be deemed _

to prevent the application to_ the N.or_ne_n Mariana Islands of

' _ laws of the United States _3_caz_,_gn 0nLted States GovernmentJ . . .

; °' shipments or which impose minimum wage requirements with respect

_ ._ to employees or contractors of the United States Government.

L _
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[MPSC: Section 504. Appropriate officials of

the United States Government will be empowered to issue regula-

: tions providing that persons who are nationals but not citizens

___ of the United States and who are domiciled in the Northern.
\_ ' _Z Mariana Islands will be considered citizens of the United

" "• A!f_Y/3 States for the purpose of such provisions of the maritime

;. i.: u_- and shipping laws of the United States as such officials

i deem appropriate.]

Section 50[5]. The President will appoint a

..i Commission on Federal Laws to survey the laws of the United

States and to make recommendations to the United States

' Congress as to which laws of the United States not appli-

cable to the Northern Mariana Islands should be made applicable

i and to what extent and in what manner, and which applicable

laws should be made inapplicable and to what extent and

.- in what manner. The Commission will consist of seven persons

• (at least three of whom will be citizens of the Trust Territory' -

- of the Pacific Islands who are and have been for at least five



-i Article V, p. 4
.j

,[

.._ years domiciled continuously in the Northern Mariana Islands

" at the time of their appointments) who will be representative

" of the federal, local, private, and public interests in the

-_ applicability of laws of the United States to the-Northern

-..._ Mariana Islands. The Commission will make its final report

._ and recommendations to the Congress within one year after the

• .t

.:'._ termination of the Trusteeship, and before that time will

•"" ::: make such interim reports and recommendations to the Congress

: as it cons:iders appropriate to facilitate the transition of

the Northern Mariana Islands to its new political status•

• In formulating its recommendations, the Commission will take

_ into consideration the potential effect of each law
.!

" on local conditions within the Northern Mariana Islands, the

i policies embodied in the law, and the provisions

.....1 and purposes of.this Agreement [MPSC- Unless the House

-_ of Representatives or the Senate adopts a resolution which -

""_....]_ t_ _ specifically disapproves all or part of the recommendations- "! " made in the final report of the Commission within one year

• i after the final report has been received by the Congress,

..::_."i all or part of the recommendations therein, as the case may

"_ ,_.'_h'::.::;_ _I be, will have the force and effect of law. e United States
-., _ will bear the cost of the work of the Commissio
.,.-2, i

" :- 4
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..... Article V, p. 5

Section 5016]. The laws of the Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, of the Mariana Islands District and

its local municipalities, and all other Executive and District

orders of a local nature applicable to the Northern Mariana

,_ Islands on: the effective date of this Section and not

inconsistent with this Agreement or with the provisions of

(, the Constitution treaties or laws of the United States applica-

ble to the Northern Mariana Islands will remain in force

and effect until and unless altered by the Government of

the Northern Mariana Islands.

: [MPSC Section 507. (a) At such time as the

•i naturalization laws of the United States are made applicable

• " _'l to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands they
'_ //_,_ - will apply in a manner consistent with Subsections (b), (c)

., ,/ _ _and (d) of this Section. •

.....: f_t! (b) Children, spouse, brothers and sisters _

i/'_I
'.:i \ , ,; of persons who are nationals or citizens of the United States

_' * who are domiciled in the Commonwealth, will have a right

. _ /_[_ i to become naturalized citizens of the United States to the

• •_•._ __ same extent as persons residing in the United States.•__ (c) Persons born outside the United States

/'--:._ of parents either or both of whom are citizens or nationals

£:"2

• .'"5
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Article V, p. 6

- _ of the United States who are domiciled in the Commonwealth

-,.• " become citizens of the United States at birth (and

_Ae_l. have the right to retain such citizenship thereafter)

i under the same terms and conditions as persons born outside

-_ the United States of parents either or both of Whom became

"" citizens of the United States by virture of being born in

• i.,,i_,i a State.

..:...,:"I (d) For purposes of Subsections (b) and(c)

.::,{ of this Section, and for the purposes of a person who becomes

....-.! a national of the United States pursuant to this Agreement
i

-., becoming a citizen of the United States, and for no other
;i

-: purpose, residence or physical presence in the Commonwealth

I1
•, -_ satisfy any residence or physical presence requirement

" I of the naturalization laws of the United States to the same

extent as residence or physical presence respectively in a

" 1 State of the Union.
.!

:"-,".:i (e) The courts of record of the Commonwealth

_i and the District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands _,_-_ll -

" "_ have jurisdiction to naturalize persons as citizens of the

: United States with accordance with applicable law.]

. !

_,_.-._

C ,i

, i

g
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• JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT

October 23, 1974

ARTICLE VI

Revenue and Taxation Provisions

_•• Section 601. (a) The income tax laws
"'Y • i

i

....' •i in force in the United States and those which may hereafter

;._ be enacted-shall be likewise in force in the Northern Mariana

....i Islands as a separate territorial income tax, to be payable

. . .i to the Gow_rnment of the Northern Mariana Islands and to be

' known as the "Northern Mariana Islands Territorial Income

Tax. "

[b) As used in Subsection (a_1of this Section

. _ the term "income tax laws in force in the United States"

J includes but is not limited to %he following provisions of the

,_ Internal Revenue Code of 1954, where not manifestly • inapplicable -
4

• . 9

• •ii,_ or incompatible with the intent of this Section: subtitle A -

• __! (not including Chapter 2 and section 931); chapters 24 and

: 25 of subtitle C, with reference to the collection of income

..i tax at source on wages; and all provisions of subtitle F which

.."_ apply to the income tax, including provisions as to crimes,

-!•-! other offenses, and forfeitures contained in chapter 75.

.i

• 0290S9



.- 1 Article VI, p. 2

i

(c) In applying the Northern Mariana Islands: i
• i

Territorial Income Tax pursuant to Subsection (a) of this

•..•i.... Section, except where it is manifestly otherwise required,

:-/i the applicable provisions of •the Internal Revenue Code of 1954

i_•;i.. shall be read so as to substitute "The Northern Mariana Islands"

_-i _ , for "the United States," "Governor or his delegate" for

-i _)_h '"Commissioner of Internal Revenue" and "Collector of Internal

._2'-\

" "District Court of the Northern Mariana Islands" for'! Revenue,

•_i "District Court," with other changes in nomenclature and other

_"._ language, including the omission of inapplicable language,

where necessary to effect the intent of this Section.

•i . _(d) The administration and enforcement of

i the Northern Mariana Islands Territorial Income Tax shall be

.••i performed by or under the supervision of the Governor of the

. .._ \,__ Northern narlana Islands. The Governor or his delegate-shall

-.! _,-"_ have the s_ne administrative and enforcement powers and•!i ,_,_,
•,: _!

' .! remedies with regard to the Northern Mariana Islands Terri-

.i torial Income Tax as the Secretary of the Treasury, and

_! other United States officials of the Executive Branch, have

:.]

.... _ with respect to the United States income tax

"" !

!
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••_•_ Article VI, p. 3

:'i
(e) The Legislature of the Northern Mariana

.: Islands shall havethe power by law to amend, alter, modify

i or repeal the Northern Mariana Islands Territorial Income

• 4

.. Tax. ]

' ,'i Section 60 The United States

• .'_ Internal Revenue Code of 1954 sha/_ apply by its terms to

. _ persons and entities within the Northern Mariana Islands

-• who are subject to the taxing jurisdiction of the United

I
..•• "States by reason of citizenship, place of incorporation,

• •. _ •

residence or source of income, except as otherwise provided

._ in this Article.

_ !_

• _b) In the case of an individual who is a

••i ':esident of the Northern Mariana'Islands and a United States

i citizen or United States national solely by reason of his

•, . _

... ' being a citizen of the Northern Mariana Islands, or his birth
| ',- __

ii or residence within the Northern Mariana Islands,

[(l) income derived from sources without

the United States shalL.be exempt from United States federal _

i

_i .income tax and income derived from sources within the United

._; States •shall be subject to. such tax under Section 1 of the

"'..i

.. :_! Internal Revenue Code;

i

i ;i

t
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' •_•-i -•• [(2) The federal estate tax shall apl ly

-_.. only to that part of the gross estate which at the time If .

_.-!: death is situ'ated in.-the United States and shall be impoled

:! 0V y Section 2101 of th v'nue_-.:i at the rate pr ided b e Internal R

• -....... •• [(3)the fedl _ I

:[_ Code (relating to nonresidents who are not citizens); n

' ralg!.._ ift tax shall only4
• ,., .;i

•"G apply to gifts of tangible property situated within the

-i United State g.

" :.:_i "[(c)_eferences in the Internal Revenue

._ Code to possessions of the United States shall be deemed also
.c i

• 4" :._ : to refer to the Northern Mariana Islands, where not othe wise

distinctly expressed or manifestly incompatible with the intent

thereof ._

. . . "' _e cti0n 603, (a)/ The Northern _,lar lane I s _an_s

•
will 'not be included withi th_ customs te ritory of the

..... . ,.. i United States. .

""/..-_':!_ I/ ' '(b) T_ Government oythe Northern Maria_a . _

.t;Li_ /_:I]( Islands me'g, in s _ner_consisten/with the internatio/!l' -

"_ __ °bligati°ns °f t7 United States / / i': "! " / ._ties.o ? te_ in -.!'i:_i! (1) levy n goo s impor to "

. i its .territ0r/ from any area outside the customs ter/itory of

-.',i @States; / / i--".:i the Unlte

- _:._ / \./ ports
• .._ • [_$_- /(2) impose duties on xports _rom

'! "7/ , • ,
• .:.,._._ /_ its territory, k / ' " / IJ;_

• ._, L// , . I / :_..-_7_ , _" ._"_l/l I

' OZgO9Z
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Draf_/MSHA

No_/_

Section 603 (a) The Northern.Mariana Islands will

not be included within the customs territory of the United

States.

(b) The Government of the Northern Mariana Islands

may, in a manner consistent with the international obligations

of the United States, levy duties on goods imported into its

territory from any area outside the customs territory of the

United States, and impose duties on exports from its terri-

tory.

(c) imports from the Northern Mariana Islands

into the customs territory of the United States will be sub-

ject to the same treatment as imports fr_om Guam into the ,)II/

custom, s uerrltorv ox the Unlt_d States. _ .,__ ,_.,-_,.-,',_ -_a ¢_. _-I." -_ 'I I

(d) The Unlted States wlll _ o_t__o_ -__''" "'_

foreign countries favorable treatmen_ for exports from the ..___j-

Northern Mariana Islands, and will.encour,age other"countries

to consider the Northern Mariana Islands-a developing

territory.

I _L_..Ar_ticles gqing into the Northern Mariana Islands

il"%_ from [a_r/-T_r-ea--w_h____r+_k-e_r-y-_c_f-]-"the United

Sta_e_S will be subgect to th e same -treaument for purposes o_

_e internal re_S as like articles

going into Guam_y(¢} ; n--_ otherwise picked

'\\ 029093



Article VI, p. 4

0 [M_C:/(c/ The Gove/r-nm_t of the/No_hern j,

Mariana wi
have the" excl_sive a_hori y_o/fmpose

duties orts territ

[(c) ] [US:/To hthe extent such treatment

___si_! 1 t !nsl of

would be consistent wit the international ob iga iI

the United States,] om the Northern Mar_ana Islands

/"- - tJ - St t 1I" b }

,,___ into the customs territory/ of he United a es wi )J;± e_

subject to the sam_treatment a., imports from Guam/intol j'

d

• unite_• the customs territory of the Un: ted States. The

\ . , " % J; ' !

_." States will, if,,hecessary [US: in order to extend suchj

treatment, endeavor to] [MPSC: to implement this Subs ction,]

/ 0 . _ .

obtain approprlate waivers or modifications of its lnternatlonal

. I(d)] The United Stat_s will seek to obtain _
from foreign countries favorable t_eatment for/exports from

_e " i_en // t_
the Nort rn Mariana Islands, as w courage other coun es

_, _ _ ,_ _to considr-er the Northern Mariana Islan_eveloping territory..

l__&__\, _. _&" " , . °

__.._._,. __. Sect lon 604. (a)The United States may levy

0¢%w\_-u_)__r'_ excise taxes on goods manufactured, sold or used or services

_,_' J" rendered in the Northern Mariana Islands in the same manner

and to the same extent as such taxes are applicable within

_ the several •States.
\ • _,,d, ,,,._%

,,,"_ (b) The Northern Mariana Islands will have

the authority to impose excise taxes upon goods manufactured,

sold or used or services rendered within its territory I

0Z90 94



: Article VI, p. 5
:;5

1

, or upon goods imported into its territory, provided that
. ,i -°:

"" such excise taxes imposed on goods imported into its terri-

tory will be consistent with the international obligations

• i of the United States.
!

: ' [MPSC: Section 605. (a) Those laws of the

z_' United .ates which impose taxes to support the O ,

' ::'•_ Survivors ability and Health Insurance Trus will

• _ , be applicab to the Northern Mariana Islands,/rovided that
the tax e with respect to employers d employees in

the Northern ana Islands for the firs_ year after the
/

effective date of is Section will be same as the

• .; schedule relating to he Trust Terr Social Security

I //

.... _ Retirement Fund on the prec_ the effective date of

•_. this Section. Th6 tax will increase by one per-

_ " centage point .(or fractio_ lereof) on both employer and

,, '"!:['!_ employee with res pec_ so m_of. the employee's income ' -_

,_ as it is s_._ject/tax under thXl aw s of the United States

• • ._. ,_] each yea], unti_he tax imposed in_e Northern Mariana Islands _

'_ is the same2s that in a State of the_nion.] •"i

.: /[MPSC: (b) Persons in the_orthern Mariana

s from the O_-Age, Survivors,
_.-."_" Islands Shall receive benefit

I

. '".i Disability and Health Insurance Trust Funds of the United

•!

2
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-- - , jr

Article VI, p. 6

' -q

" ..' • States in the same. manner and to the same extent as/persons

ii in a State, provided however, that no person who r?eives

....-',' benefits u_nd< this Subsection and.__under Subsecti_ (c) of

' ii_iii!ii_r!i_c!lhil.iii_i_ii_s __i!i_iii_t!_i!_iCa_i_r si ihe"

/' !

"":;' i

o'. i he contributed either to Funds o the Trust Territory

- Social Security Retirement Fu_ / ••i•. / •
._ [MPSC: (c) That portion/ of the Trust Territory -

• . ./ " _ .
•:. Social Securlty Retlrement Fund wh been pald In by

persons who are domiciled in the/Northe iana Islands,J

" i together with interest and ear_ngs thhereon,_all be paid

"/.i over to the Social Security?inistration of th_United
I States to be held as a separate fund (and to be supplemented

: 'ii by the United States if n_tessary) to pay benefits to such
. i I /

"! persons eligible for be_fits in accordance with the laws -
'i //

. • • of the Trust Territory/of the Pacific Islands upon the effective
/

i date of this Section.,,']'
._ /

i

•>:!; ,;

t

)
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_•_'/.'__,?'_-L__ _'__'_ -"___L_.3.:_£__,:_ ......._ ......._±__5_.__,,_.,_._......'_.___,.... . - ...._ _" ._,_ '_

....•-:.•, Article • VI, p. 7

• ' Section 60 . (a) All bonds issued by the Govern-

" :::: ment of the Northern Mariana Islands or by its authority will

i i!ii be exempt, as to principal and interest, by taxation by the

_ United States,a-or by any State, territory or possession of

•--:_ the United States, or any political subdivision of any of

- ._ ,'<:_: them.

"__.>i..?,:!I _ (b) [MPSC: During the initial seven year

q

.. 'i period of financial assistance provided, for in Section 702, ]
-', • .-L !

_ _ [US: For so long as the United States Go vern;_ent provides

' - - ,,' ' :•I • ' "----

....:i _.ir_ict financial assistance pursuant to Article VIT o_ _-_

_ :..iI _z_,] the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands

' will authorize no public indebtedness (other than bonds or

"".-i other obligations of the Government payable solely from

:..; revenues derived from any public improvement or undertaking)

_ 4

":::._.:I in excess of ten percentum of the aggregate assessed value-

.:_}_,:_ tion of the property within the Northern Mariana Islands.

. .j

:._

!

" 0Z9097" i
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.;i JOINT DRAFTING COMMITTEE WORKING DRAFT

':.i'._ October 24, 1974

- .A

".." ARTICLE VIII
' :,,.-! ......

'_ Land

_;_,_! _ _:
,.Y;_-I Section 801. /qThe title to/real and personal

'"".._ property remaining in the Mariana Islands District on the
• :_

'_:i date of termination of the Trusteeship Agreement which is

...._ owned _ by the Government of the Trust Territory

•?i
":__ of the Pacific Islands will be transferred to the Government

'":/'i Of the Northern Mariana Islands -9_._ _A_ __--
4

.', _-._....- ,'_'_..... _ (a) All right, title and

' / 7" i interest in. and to real and personal property in Northern

........._,:i ./ Mariana_.ands owned or held by the Government _f the Trust

.....' ! ,__a a//....':i:I _ Territory c cific Islands will be tr erred to the -• C. 1

' ":" " ' '" Government of the _ern Mariana Island_pon the effective
. . .- ,.

......." \lh....-'. \\ date of this Section ; p_Qvided however,/£hat the President

ora•': i may exclude: therefrom, f i to exten d beyond

"" _,_/_'Y termination of the _Tr"'II s A_e _ " r

'"_ ustee hip ement, such ight, title

i //i_ _ rpe__na -::_ and interest in and to such r$_al o 1 property as is

::!:i_ e b/the

_._ necessary for active us Government

...;__Territory in the admin_s45ration thereof. The Government_f

•";"I the Mariana Islands w/ll take such right, title and interest

-' subject to the valid claims and rights or interests of

_ 029O38
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.... ....i

-i.. Discussion Draft/MPSC

',:!•!i November 6, 1974

"_':- i

• ! ARTICLE VIII

t

_-.:! Property
./

• , N

.";_ f------____ Section 801.1.(a) All right, title, and interest in '

•-...."i._ and to real and personal property in the Northern Mariana
,- .+_+._

•-":"_ Islands owned or held by the Government of the Trust Terri-

.'_ tory of the Pacific Islands wili be transferred to the Govern-

:! ment of the Northern Mariana Islands upon the effective date

! of this Section;-- provided, however, that the President may

""ii _ exclude therefrom, for a period not to extend beyond termin-

ation of the Trusteeship Agreement, such right, title and

interest in and to such real and personal property as is

necessary for active use by the Government of the Trust

" ".'i

._'i:! Territory in the administration thereo

•__i..j.. 1 " ]. All right, title and interest in and to real
.: '-._ _and personal property in the Northern Mariana Islands owned

• _

•."-i :_or held by the Government of the Trust Territory of the

•1

'I :Pacific Islands on the day preceding the termination of the

i Trusteeship Agreement will be transferred to the Government

""_!.__._ of the Northern Mariana Islands upon termination_

• •ii

!:"! */ I.e., upon. the establishment of the new Government of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

.......- 0290199



:___ - 2 -

'_._""_ __ The Government of the Northern Mar

-"---' (c) iana

'_"_'.!i. ; Islands will take the right, title, and interest which will

•• i/_._i.:_ / be conveyed to it under thls. Section subject to the valid
" ests of others respecting such real

.._ _ claims or rights or inter

.--..:i rty.- ..' . .. . .:

-,.-."s..:_l..:._.-_ _and personal prope

.:.'.._•i " Section •802. (el The following property will be/ _7

'":'•:"_'i made available to the United States _y !east(_n accordance

-:.._ with this. Agreement to enable it to carry out its defense
• _

• " _ res-ons-_:_-'_'.esp±Q_±±uJ

4

i.i. .(i) on Tinian Island, approximately 1-7,475

., acres hectares) and the water immediately adjacent

" :_i thereto;

".:.! (2) on Saipan_Island, approximately 48_---

",_ acres (19 hectares) adjacent to Isley Field, and approxi-

-- i
.:i:i mately cres (7_ hectares) at Tanapag Harbor;

• •-:_ (3) on Farallon de Medinilla Island,

"-._i,_i _ _ <_
' .;:_i! approximately 2_2_9_acres (9/hectares) encompassing the entire :,

.....,:_, island, and"the water immediately adjacent thereto.

(b) The United States by "_ _r_] _f _h_ ,
'.i i

'--.--_""i_" _e_t intention to acquire any additional property, or any ,(

•...;..! greater interest in property than that which is granted to

".i_::_1 it in accordance with this Agreement, in order to carry out ,

- _ its defense responsibilities. _

i 02_I00



,,_;-vl-.,--,/-,..'<_:..>:_>.i.<._ '-- ' . -;: ' :i-'" : _...... '_;_W- -._":::;_

._ k'-i*_ -i'*;*_:___ ..__.............'............L.__......_.................. i.

. :_",_i • • '

';"":'i

'-"""::."_ Article VIII, p. 2

...._.'-:.i _ing such property.]
•..;._ others resp

":: .'_ /_ 'F(b) The Governmen_.,t of the United*l States

'""..-" /'7 / /l
" ; "_ will caus/e a_l agreements betwee_ it and the Government of-----]

"_"<_:: Jt _e_rito " ' "4 "/h,..i!..:J.::.! the Tru ry which-gran._ to the Government/of he / ,

United/Statei use or other _ights in re_l property located ,"_
":':".i State use . .

:..,.:-., / i / Iv"
...... d the N4rthe a,_ tha_ _ y

'<>:".'_ withi rn Mari Islands, ot_'er real robert

-:.'_.":'1..i.lj descr._bedl.'" in _2, to be terminated upon or bef_Vre ,

•,--:I " the approval of this Agreement.]

• ...... /
"..'"".,: .- Section 802 . The Gove t of the

.{.._. " he UnitedNorthern Mariana_slands will make avail'able- to

'""':_J."''ii States _ leas_ accordance with this.. Article he following
i!.i: property, to enable the Government of .the United /tates to

i-"i: i carry oat its defense responsbilities: " /

i.:;..:. . [(a) On Tinian I..land, approxlmately 17,475

acres /and the water immediately adjacent there ;]

"" I / [(b) On Saipan. lsland, apprpximately 482
;..... 7 / .

''"_*.-".! acre_ adjacent to Isely Field, together wit_the continued

/ " t -/I"

.."'_'l;...i join I_ use of Isely Field, and/approxzma e 1_ 197 acres at

. 7>;.',_ Tanapag Harbor; ] _ /

" -i i ; )

• ..,]

•., [ (c) On F_._:allon de Medinilla Island, ,

: 7.,i approximately 229 acres engompassing t entire island, d• ---j . / _,

.... ' t_,_w_t_r immediate_ _ .... _L the_egu.]" "7., .i

:'';;'i Section 803. [Terms and conditions of the land

-..'_ acqui_ liiu.I;e land fO_ _def-_i_e-_uxpOS_s. ] "
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Section 80_. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Constitution and

laws of the United States applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands. Q_f

except as otherwise provided in this Article _ /T_e Government of the
/

Northern Mariana Islands/in view of the importance of the ownership of land

for the culture and traditions of the people of the Northern Mariana Islands

and t_=--_eed to protect them against exploitation and promote their economic

advancement and self-sufficiency/will__[,,IPSC: _3 regulate the

alienation of interests in real property.: other than short-term

interests._ so as tQ restrict the acquisition of such interests to persons

of Northern Mariana Islands descent [US: and will regulate the extent to

which land now classified as public land can be held by individuals].

I

t

.............. " ..... • - "3 ................. ". • -



• . . • - .

" . ._ect_on--SO_.a). The United States

recogniz_and will respect-the scarcity and specialimpor-

-tance of land in the Northern Mariana Islands. If the

United States must acquire any interest in real property not

transferred to J.t under .this Agreement, it will by. careful

and reasonable selection, •seek to acquire only theminimum

area Of land necessary to accomplish the public purpose for

which the real'property is sought; seek only that minimum

interest in the real property necessary to support such

public interest, acquiring title only if the public purpose

cannot be accomplished if a lesser interest is obtained; and

seek first to satisfy the requirement by acquiring an inter-

est in public rather than private real property.
.... -'.- _, _.:J._'i

•< . ;



Article VIII, p. 5

- _ recognize and will respect the scarcity and special importance_

of land in the Northern Mariana Islands. In the event it

" should beco_ necessary for the Government of the//United States

-{_.i;i to acquire an x terest in land not made availabl/e to it under

•ki.<:,..!- " /
.::._ this Agreemen _e United States Government/whether by. volun-

4:, \ /
. \ '

' '-<! tary means under S_bsection (b) or involunt&ry means under

• - .....i 1,'_ I/;,"_"i Subsection (c) wil /

" '
••! acquire only//the minimum amount

i of land necessary to/accomplish the public

•. '{_ purpose_or which/_£'he, land is needed; and

(2) _cqui_/ the minimum interest in

, land necessary'to accomplish the public
\" " t'tl 1 "f th

' .._ purpose, ac_rlng 1 e on y i e

.' public pu_ose\cannot\ be accomplished if a
• < lesser i_terest is obtained; and

e\
.. (_ acquir 'an interest in public

i than in privkate land whenever the

rath_c \

pTlic purpose can be",<ccompl!shed by the
_'se of such public land _.

'-._ (b) The United States may, upon notice to the

• . -.. Government of the Northern Mariana Islands, acquire for public

•._ purposes in accordance with the established federal laws and

'' - I

-" 0£. £04
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i -2-

real prQperty in the Northern Islands, whether owned

by privat_e_parties or by the of the Northern Mariana

Islands, by ase, lease, e: gift or otherwise under

• such terms and cone :ions as be mutually agreeable.

• ' The United States

...... (a) By careful and rea lble selection seek to acquire only
•, !

the minim_m area of land to accomplish the public
il

purpose for which the r_ :l y is sought, taking into

_ account the scarcity special of land in the

".. Northern Mariana Isl s;

(b) Seek that minimum interest in the property necessary

• to support such pub/ic interest, acquiring .le__y if a lesser

interest would notre sufficient to satisfy the requ_ent.
: , %,. (c) Seek first _o satisfy the requirement by acquirin_an

i _ ,\ '_i'_ interest in publJcrather than private real property_ "

!__ opert_ .ii as provided in Subsection (_ of this Section the

! United States will not seek any interest in real property unless

i __N the Congress of the United.States has both authorized the proposed

: _/ I/ _ . Any interest in real pro- -
•: roject and provided funds therefore

t°succ°n ress °naac  °n
_ __/ voluntary means where possible. The power of eminent domain
:'i will be exercised within the Commonwealth only when voluntary

:. ! means fail, only to the extent necessary, in compliance with the

_ Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition

-'" .I Policies Act of 1970, and wi_h full recognition of the due pro-

: ) cess procedures required by the United States Constitution.

• '..]

.i
...... " .............. i ....................... -......... " " ~ °
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i

_ -3-

'•_; The minor land acquisition authority of Title 10,
t

United States Code, may be exercised within the Commonwealth

_i to the same extent it is available within any State of the

Union._

/:{ ...i_



whether owned or controlled by priviate parties or by the

.t

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands, by purchas e lease,

•; exchange, gift or otherwise under such terms and conditions

" :•_ as may be negotiated by the parties. The United States •

•_ •i Government will in all cases attempt to acquire any interest

in land for public purposes by voluntary means under this

/':_ Subsection before exercising the power of eminent domain

I--, _ under Subsection (c).

• i _l(c) (i) In the event it is not possible

for the United States to obtain an interest in land for

• I public purposes by voluntary means, it will have and may

• i

i exercise within the commonwealth the power of eminent domain

i to the same extent and in the same manner as it has and can

.!

ii exercise the power of eminent domain in a State of the Union;•
:I

• i,ii provided however, that the United States will not exercise

-! the power of eminent domain to acquire any interest in land! \
\ within the Commonwealth until the Congress of the United

_.i.j__ States has by law explicitly approved the exercise of the

power of eminent domain to obtain a particular interest in

!i_ a particular parcel of land in the Commonwealth._

iii•l_ Notwithstanding the provisions of
Subsection (c)(i) of this Section, upon a determination by

....._ the President that an interest in land in the Commonwealth is

029107



• Article VIII, p. 7

", needed for national defense purposes, the United States may
i

take such interest in land by eminent domain to the same

extent and in the same manner as it can take an interest

,ii in land by eminent domain in a •State of the Union. No

"i

'" _.i interest in land taken pursuant to the preceding sentence

. .i will extend beyond nine months, and at • the end of such

" ' period, the interest in land will revert to the original

owner thereof, unless the United States shall have obtained

an interest: in such land in accordance with Subsections (b)

! or (c)(i). The authority of the United states under the

first sentence of this Subsection (c) (2) will not be

i exercised with respect to a particular parcel of land

_ unless six months or more has elapsed since the most recent

i exercise of! this authority with respect to such parce

• ]" !

1

I

"I

•...$_
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:--_-. ARTICLE IX

......;21 [MPSC: Delegate] [US: Resident ] and Consultation

Section 901. [MPSC: At such time as the

population of the Northern Mariana Islands exceeds 50,000
1

persons, or sooner as determined by the Congress of the

United States, the qualified electors of the Northern Mariana

• t

" _ Islands will choose a Delegate from the Northern Mariana

._ Islands to the House of Representatives of the Congress of

I

,..! the United States. After termination Of the Trusteeship

• :....-I Agreement, the Delegate from the Northern Mariana Islands
i .:t

" '_ must be a citizen of the United States. Those provisions

• 1
.- _ of law applicable to the Delegate from Guam will apply

• :oiiii in like manner to the Delegate from the Northern Mariana

-""_ Islands-, except that Section 3(b) of Public Law 92-271, as

'-" _;'1

• "-•i:i amended, shall not apply until the election following the

: :.i.li1 seventh year after termination of the Trusteeship.]

..:.,

• < i ,_!
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'.':_ Article IX, p. 2

7 '

. _ [__- (b) Until such time as a Delegate has

• j been selected pursuant to Subsection (a), the Government

. -i of the Northern Mariana Islands may appoint, or provide

•; by law for the election of, a Resident Commissioner to

_: "! the United States, whose term of office will be determined

: ._3

,-*"! by the Goverr_ent of the Northern Mariana Islands and who
1

..I will be entitled to receive official recognition as such

':I Commissioner by all of the departments and agencies of the

Government of the United States upon presentation through

the Department of State of a certificate of selection from

iI the Governor The United States will provide the Resident

Commissioner with the same compensation, allowances and
i

I benefits as are provided to the Delegate from Guam.]

[US: (a) The Northern Mariana Islands may

"::ii"I -_i maintain in Washington, .D.C. a Resident C_r/_" _ who _

... _ will be entitled to receive official recognition by all of -i -!_ _ the departments and agencies of the United States Govern-

_ ment upon presentation, through the Department of State, of

"":i'_ _ a certificate of '[election from] [appointment bY] the Governor

!]_ _ of the Northern Mariana Islands.]

-1-1

L t
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:1
.1

: ._2 t

1

!
, Article IX, p. 3

_:-.! [US: (b) The Resident C/_m_/_r will have a

• ..i• term of two years and will be [elected at the first general

.i election to be held in the Northern Mariana Islands following

.....•-...i the effective date of this section by the people qualified
k

,. ,. ,]

::,::! to vote for the members of the legislature, and subsequently
-i

•".i at such g'eneral election every second year thereafter]
:."'I

! [appointed by the Governor of the Northern Mariana Islands

" I ' by and with the advice and consent of the upper house of the
!

i Northern Mariana Islands legislature].]

[US: (c) No person wi_l be__igible for [elec-

"iii tion] [appointment as Resident C_ "_/_ who is not--

:.:i (l) a bona fide citizen of the Northern
-•, Mariana Islands, provided that any Resident Commissioner

1
[elected] [appointed] after the termination of the Trusteeship

:..:..•. must be a citizen of the United States; and -

_J (2) at least twenty-five years of age.]

i;J!] [US, (d) In case of a vacancy in the office of _

:_.il-.ii Resident C_er by death, resignation, or otherwise,

i J] the Governor, by and with the advice•a_d consent of the up per

.. vacancy, who will serve the remainder of his predecessor's

!.i]ilil!. term and until his successor is [elected and] qualified.]



__.---. • _ :_-_,_- _--_ .... .c.:_.__.__-_-_/_ ; _ _L_,_J_._a_, • ....... _. _."

• +

•._ Article IX, p. 4

i

i Section 902. The United States Government

A_

• •-: and the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands will

..! consult regularlY on all matters affecting the relationship

-_ between _L_-_em--_ -c _-....... -.-_ -"...... _ ....i_ _q_. +h_

• .T Pr____ent mf the United Staeo_. nn_ __h_ Gore[nor of £he

I . . .•" NQ_thern Mn_na T_!__ndz .:-:illzach appoint" _ __" " 2epre"

-I
._ GOV . .

! _slands_i l_l_con s._t_z-eg_l_aT:_y_l"l_-_ma'_ e-_s_-.a_f-ec_ in_ _%h__

-i r_+_'_ _-_ ..... th_ _ At the request of either Government,

and not less frequently than every ten years, the President. of the United States and the Governor of the Northern Mariana

" i Islands will designate special representatives to meet and

!i'iiI to consider i-_ _"_ f_i_h such issues affecting the relation- _

i ship between the Northern Mariana Islands and the United States

..i_..! as may be designated by either Government and to make a report

'•!I and recommendations with respect thereto# Special represen-
•i tatives will be appointed in any event to consider and to

' _

ma erecommendations u uremu t - ear
::ilii:_ assistance to the Northern Mariana Islands pursuant to Section

701, to meet as least one year prior to the expiration of

" -: r
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.. ,",.!,

:Ji::i
...._.:_; Article IX, p. 5

', "i:'<>:

.>._ Section 903. Nothing herein shall prevent the

< : presentation of cases or controversies arising under this

_::,,i Agreement to courts of or established by the United States.

.:'i It is intended that any such cases or controversi_e_s will be

•,,.-!

+ i,.i justiciable in such courts, and that the undertakings by
. :, - :'2

..::.,.!._ the United ,States Government and the Government of the

:;::!'j Northern Mariana Islands provided for in this Agreement will

-.% ._

--°-_ be enforceable in such courts.

Section 904. (a) The Government of the United

i States will give sympathetic consideration to the advice of

, , !

.i".._ the Government of the Mariana Islands on international

,, ! matters directly affecting the Northern Mariana Islands.
t

!i,i] (b) The United States will assist and facili-
."_ tate the establishment by the Northern Mariana Islands of

/1.

__ offices in the United States and abroad to promote local

. .', tourism and. other economic or cultural interests of the

_ Northern Mariana Islands.
• _ ;

,:-..:i [MPSC: (c) The United States will support

'._ membership by the Northern Mariana Islands in regional or

" ;i

:!"] other international organizations concerned with social,• ., '-,i

_ economic, educational, scientific, technical and cultural

j-"._ matters of concern to it, to the extent such organizations

"_ will permit such membership The Government of the Northern

,. Li:-i •

, ..,. _

'<;!l





October 24, 19 74

TITLE X

Approval, Effective Dates, -
and Definitions

Section i001. (a) This Agreement will be __

___-}_ubmitted to the ' " n - _k.arla..a Islands Diitrict Legis]a-

"'" "" " - _ .... _- its approvalture for its approval. ',._-a-_:_.n"/--:_%aL_:_.... --

by the Mariana Islands District Legislature, this Ag_ee .......

will be submitted to the people of the Mariana Islands Distric-

for approval, in a plebiscite to be called by the United States.

All residents of the Northern Mariana Islands who would be

eligible to vote in elections in the Mariana Islands District
[

if such elections were h__d on the day of the m!ebiscite will

be eligible to vote in the plebiscite. Approval must be

by a majority of the valid votes cast in the plebiscite.

The results of the plebiscite will be certified

--__t_l-_m{--t{_--_---_-__ _ to the President of _h_

United States. -

(b) ] -[:_'PSC----_ _ -- --q '- ......

/ " ./
_-**e-'-_.

¢ b_i_,[_-_ Lu=:'_ ,.Th'_>Ag_e_m_nu_'_lli,._ -- be .approved _-bY the Uni-tedC_,_M

i v " ' .
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i

" Article X, p. 2

:tion 1002. [see Section 1006]] The
B
.-%"

President of .he Unfted States will issue on
.!

announcing a upon which the will be

established, when finds :
....i

: :_: [(a) the has been approved as

" i, set forth in Section 1001

[(b) _ple of the Mariana
• "Islands District ha_ adopted a Cob_titution pursuant

to the Agreement'/a_ "__

• ./[(c) That the Trusteeshi_greement has

been te_ated or will terminate on the date_ which the
Commor_fealth will "be established.]

• [MPSC: Section i00Z (a) The Constitution

of the Northern Mariana Islands will be drafted and approved
1

by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands in a manner
I

i to be determined by the Mariana Islands District Legislature.
"4

_ [ (b) Within thirty days after the approval -

_:.-i of the Constitution by the people of the Northern Mariana
i

• ...i Islands, copies of the Constitution will be transmitted to

":_ the President and the Congress of the United States. Not• .)

._..:_ less than thirty nor more than 120 days thereafter, the

-i

-" ,2!

• /.. o



Article X, p. 3

President will issue a proclamation stating that the Consti-

tution is approved by the United States, unless he finds that

the Constitution is not consistent with this Agreement or

• those portions of the Constitution, treaties or laws of

the United States which will apply to the Northern Mariana

Islands pursuant to this Agreement. If the President finds

that the Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands is not

_ so consistent, he will transmit a statement of the reasons
i

for his determination to the Mariana Islands District Legislature.

[(c) The procedures provided for in this

Section will be repeated as necessary until the Constitution

is approved by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands

__and by the United States.]

_._/_ Section 1004. The provisions of this Agr, ement
--\_/ shall become as follows, unless specifi-

. cally provided:

[US (a) Article I, S :ion 105 [Mutual

Consent]; Article II, ;ections 20 [Local Constitution];

Article V, Section 505 on Federal Laws]; and

Article X [Approval, and Definitions] will
r

become effective upon approval s Agreement by the United

States and the people of•_he Islands;]

•_ :ions 102 and 103! [US : (b) Article I,
\

[Supremacy Clause, self-government] ticle II, Section 204

! [Oath of Office]; Article III, Section 304 [privileges and

•i

• .......................... ' •-0,Z9 .t7 .......
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Section / ,_o s o=_Llo[_ .......s_uu_u _" o_: v-_.....

_i_].-_--_he President of the United States will issue

a proclamation announcing the termination of the Trusteeship

Agreement_ or the date on which the Trusteeship Agreement will iI
f

terminate_and the establishment of the Commonwealth of thp_-p_ t

Northern F_arlana Isianas conci!__--_ _:l_, g....... __o_L. _ _r,--

Any determination by the President of the United States that

the Trusteeship Agreement is or will be terminated on a certain

day will be final and will not be subject to review by any

authority judicial or otherwise of the Trust Territory of the

Pacific Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, or the United

States.

il-



q

Draft/MSH

, November 14, 1974

--_e-ction 1002. (a) At suchtime as the President

of the Unit, determines that the Trust< :ree-

ment has been- Lnated or will be terminated a day cer-

tain, he will issue _roclamation announ his determin "•

ation, and :Upor: n of the ._ship Agreement

the Commonwealth of the Islands will be

established. Any determinat President that the

Trusteeship Agreement ha: or will be termin-

ated on a day be final, and will be subject

to review by any of the Trust Territory

Pacific Is!an_, the Northern Mariana Islands or the United
/

States, including the courts of or established by any of

them. :

[_&PSC: (b) The United States will make all good

faith efforts to terminate uh_ Trusteeship Agreement at the

earliest practicable date, in its entirety or insofar as it

affects the i•_orthern Mariana Is!ands.]



C
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/
hk_vember L4, 1974

•_ Section i00_. • The provisions of this Agreement

will become effective as follows, unless otherwise specifi-

cally provided: (_/2;: I

":_Sections i05, 201-203T 503,_ 505, 605, and(a)
I

Article
X I will become effective on approval of this Agree-

ment; -..

(b)_.[SectiQ_s 102, 103, 204, 304, Article IV,
/._5 ,_-._ ,_ :_,. ,,:o_

S ectip_ns 501, 502,--506 601 603 604, 60_ Article VII

rF::c IS'__ J" ' '". ' ' ' '
Sections_0_-805, and 90!-903_ will become effective on a

. ._:/ } . .
.:, ,.t_ , date to be determzned - and proclazmed by the President of the
">'-'"'-f.--'-','- • _,: { :',"• , ' , ....."2 "

'/- :.-. unz_ea b_azes wnzcna_s,-,w.m_._n 180 days after this Agreement, ,.......-,.... -.. ...... _________--t _ _ ,
and the Constitution of the Northern blariana Islands have

both been approvedl and

(c) The remainder of this Agreement will become

effective upon the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement

and the establishment of the Commonwealth of the Northern

l.lariana Islands.

)
o-ues :

/ -- Secuion nul/m_ers plac&d in brackets oecause the hum-

/ bets will changue_.s the Agreement continues to be drafted. _-.

/ " --/_9_bsection (c)pze.%ently covers:<-#ections-!0]_, -_04.,:'

_(- 303, I507,  06, -- " '
k _

\,
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Article X, p. 5

Section 1005. (a) The application of any law

of the United States or provision of the United States Consti-

i
_i tution which would otherwise apply to the Northern Mariana

. Islands may be suspended until termination of the Trusteeship

....i Agreement if the President finds and declares that the applica-

.....'_ tion of such law or provision prior to termination would be

i inconsistent with the Trusteeship Agreement.

- (b) The Constitution of the Northern

i Mariana Islands will become effective in accordance with its

terms on the same day that the provisions of this Agreement_,_

specified in Section 1003(b) become effective, provided that

if the President finds and declares that the effectiveness

:,_ of any provision of the Constitution of the Northern Mariana

Islands prior to termination of the Trusteeship Agreement

would be inconsistent with the Trusteeship Agreement, such

provision will be ineffective until termination of the Trus-

• •'_ teeship Agreement. Upon the establishment of the Commonwealth.

of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Constitution will become

: effective in its entirety in accordance with its terms, as

the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

Islands.

Section 1006. [MPSC: The United States will make

all good faith efforts to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement

at the earliest practicable date, in its entirety or insofar



m

Article X, p. 6

as it affects the Northern Mariana Islands. The President

of the United States will issue a proclamation announcing

the establishment of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

..., Islands upon the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement.]

•i Any determination by the President of the United States that
,zl

" . the Trusteeship Agreement is or will be terminated on a certain

1

"day will be final and will not be subject to review by any

authority of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the

Northern Mariana Islands or the United States, including the

courts of or established thereby.

Section 1007. As used in this Agreement:

(a) "Trusteeship Agreement" means the Trustee-

i ship Agreement for the former Japanese Mandated Islands

.! entered into between the Security Council of the United Nations

• --i and the United States of America, entered in to force on

:' July 18, 1947;

• 'i

-_ (b) "Northern Mariana Islands" means the

.i!
: area now known as the Mariana Islands District of the Trust

Territory of the Pacific Islands, which lies within the
.!

area north of 14 ° north latitude, south of 21 ° north

latitude, west of 150 ° east longitude and_east of 144 °

-i east longitude;
• !



Article X, p. 7

J

.... (c) "Government of the Northern Mariana

Islands" includes, as appropriate, the Government of the

" Mariana Islands District of the Trust Territory of the

....•._i ....._- Pacific Islands at the time this Agreement is signed, its

._..._ agencies and instrumentalities, and its successors, including

..."_. the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

_ Islands.

.." (d) "Territory or possession" with respect

_..••• to the United States includes the District of Columbia,

the Commonwealth of the Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,

,_ Guam, American Samoa and the Panama Canal Zone,
i

i-,_ [_SC: Section 1006 The United States will,..j •
:i

• _ for purposes of administration, separate the Northern Mariana
.!

.. Islands from the remainder of the Trust Territory of the

.•_ Pacific Islands in accordance with the request of the Mariana

•,_-_ Islands District Legislature as promptly as possible after
t .

.14 the approval of this Agreement by the people of the Northern

., Mariana Islands ]

t

.!

. 1

t
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• . .

., SIGNATURES
4

" "_i Sighed at Saipan, Mariana Islands on the day
i

of 1974

•."" FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN FOR THE UNITED STATES

_ MARIANA ISLANDS OF AMERICA

,p . . ,

• .t

_ Chairman, Marianas Political Personal Representative of
• _ Status Commission the President of the

United States

i,. : _;_i-
•. ••'<]

_ .] Co-Chairman, Marianas Political

-_ Status Con_is sion

• ! Member, Marianas Political

•- • ".._ Status Commission

' [ETC. ]
"' ' i

'i

-t
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