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•: ARTICLE I

:'::! Political Relationship
• !

Section I01. The Northern Mariana Islands on termina-

-!.. tion of the Trusteeship Agreement will become a self-governing

•: commonwealth to be known as the "Commonwealth of the Northern

•_;i .Mariana Islands," in political union with and under the

sovereignty of the United States of ._'nerica.
I

Section 102. The relations between the Northern
',_

Mariana Islands and the United States will be governed by this

" Agreement whS_h , together with the provisions of the Constitution,
•' o(kL_

,-_.., treaties or/laws of the United States applicable to the Northern

Mariana Islands will be the supreme law of the Northern Mariana Ii.'

._ Islands. '

1

i Section 103. The people of the Northern Mariana
L

'_ Islands _.7ili have the right of local self-government and will' i,,,c_

•i:!
• .t -

.':j,

•._ govern themselves with respect to internal affairs in accor-.
." q

..J dance with a Constitution of their own adoption

Section 104. The United States will have complete
?

i.:_, responsibility for and authority with respect to matters
:._

-_ relating to foreign affairs and defense affecting the

• a
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" " I

tion 105. [US: The United States may enact legislation

in accordance with its constitutional processes, which will be

•" applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands. But in order to

respect the right of th_ people of the Northern Mariana

Islands to self-government guaranteed by this Agreement

the United States agrees to limit the exercise of that

authority with respect to the fundamental provisions of th._.'_

Agreement contained in Articles I, II and III, and Section 501,

to the extent that they may be modified only with the consent

of the Government of the United States and the Government of

the Northern Mariana Islands.]
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Article I, p. 2

Northern Mariana Islands.

•.': Section 105. w__itS: The United States may enact

u'I legislation_ in accordance _ _/s const_nal processes,

'! which will be applicable to the_orthe_rf Mariana ° Islands.
P

•_ :_,_,b"} b But-ln order to respect the right/_f the people of the

•. / _ Northern Mariana Islands to s_If-gove_nment"" guaranteed by

": _ Unlt/_a es_

this Agreement the tes agre limit the exercise

of that aut;hority w/i_h respect to the foll_ing provisions of

/ \

:: this Agreem_o__ the extent that they may be_dified only• ;.;

.. with the _sentof/ the Government of the United_ates and

' _/ the G_ernment of the Northern Mariana Islands: _.]

[MPSC: (a) The United States, accordance with

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the Constitution of the

United States,• may, except as otherwise provided in this

Agreement, enact legislation applicable to the Northern Mariana

Islands, provided that legislation which the Unite'd States

_. could _ot make applicable to a State of the Union may be made

• applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands only if such

legislation specifically, provides that it shall be applicable

: to the Northern Mariana Islands and if, taking into account

. the right of local self-government of the people of the

! Northern Mariana Islands, there is a compelling national
I

i interest in the application of such legislation to the

_,
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Article I, p. 3

r-_ •

_ Northern Mariana Islands.]

i_ [MPSC: (b),, N_thst_ny other provision

: IF of this Agreement or of the__ution or laws of the United

i States, or of the Const_d_on or _of Northern Mariana

..._ _,.;!.u,,;. Islands, the funda_l provisions of _reement, listed

_ as follows, ma_/_ modified only with the cons_the

Governme__es and the Government of>,the

.. "Norther_ ana Islands : .] .

... [MPSC: (c) Consent by the United States or the

; r_ ....Northern Mariana Islands will be given in a manner to be

• ' ;! determined by their respective Constitution or laws, provided

: _i _i however that prior to the termination of the Trusteeship•_• Agreement consent by the Northern Mariana Islands may not be

given without the approval of the legislature thereof. ]

'"'i 3J_ O f/M_tua!/C_n sant _is_ /

.. ".. - The Commonwealth\ relationship

.,,,, - _ ,_ . - / /

.. :,.::ii between t Unlted Sta_es and the Northern Mar na Islands,

• - A _ i \, / ! .,,_
: .i:i as ae_in,_d \in this Agreement, ,established under tArticle..I.
•- .:'; \ • ! ',, / \ ' t

• :: • \ (b) The right of the p_ople of the Northe'.rn

", \ i _ '\ _ _:
i_ Mariana Islands to adopt and amend their own Constitution ,

' , icle_ _/

..i_ under Art "

_ 4

• I
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Dr_t/MS_

: No_emb/_ 7, 1974

_CC:.'T: I_5-_.(b) The following provisions of this

Agreement may foe modified only with the consent of the

Government of -the United States and the Government of the

Northern Mariana Islands:

the Commonwealth relationship

(i) provisions in Article I establishing/

bet%_een the United States and the Northern Mariana Islands,

as defined herein';

I _

! '_ (2") provisions in Article II guaranteeing the

right of the people .of the Northern Mariana Islands to adopt

and amend their own Constitution;

[3) provisions in Article II_stating the cir-

cumstances under which persons may become United States

citizens or nationals; and

(4) provisions in Sections 50!, 503, 804 and

{

805 determining the application of certain provision_ of the

i

! Constitution and laws of the UnitedStates to the Northern

_4ariana Islands, and provisions in Section 702 assuring

_\i_tial federal financial supportS.
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