
Mr. Stanley S. Carpenter
Director
Offlcs of Terrltor£_l Affairs

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Hr. Carpenter:

_eference in _l,._deto ':r. i{adewnge_'s letter of October 2, 1974, _nd to

our interim dispatch reply, of October 15, with respect to Tinian

hoR_steading problems.

People concerned with Tinian hameeteading have been assured there is

no restriction on ho_esteading outatde the areas covered by the
U.S.-_WSC Joint Com_nmtque of last Hay, and as affeQtmd by our policy
state_nt of December 14, 1973. We have now obtained a copy of the

survey map prepared recently for ti_eUnltad Statel to show the southern

hour_d_ry of the area desired by the U.S. A8 soon as it Is confirmed

by the U.S. and I,IPSC, the District Ad_nlstrator and his staff cat_

proceed _th developme=t of homesteads _ the mxea outside the l_tlltaxT
retention land.

There are 141 applications for Tinlan agricultural homesteads, 39 of

which were received after Hay 8, 1973. No permits have been issued
due to lack of boundary surveys. The Diartana Islands District has not

budgeted for surveying Tinlan homesteads. However, funds are available

to lleadquarters Lands and Surveys Division for identifying and mapping

public lands. Our plans for _urveylng and mapping the public lands of

the Territory calf for aerial photography of Tinlan to be conducted

during the second half of 1975. At tlmt time we can aselst the Distrlct

Admlnlstrator in surveying the homestead lands. To attempt ¢o do it

earlier would disrupt the present mobili_tlon of the contractor who

_lll conduct the survey in the Harianas, Truk, Ponape, and the Earshalls.
A major change in the work schedules would be prohlbltlve in eost and
waste of t_me.

There have been 75 agricultural homestead deeds granted on Tinlan since

the program started, 35 of which are within the proposed military

retention areas. Three deeds are beinB processed in Headquarters and
will be issued in the near future,



One hundred thirty village lot homesteads have been conveyed and 61
permits have bean issued. Deeds will be luuQd for the pending
homesteads when they mature, There are 11 village lots avai_le
for homesteads. Applications re_slved before _sy 8, 1973, are baln8
reviewed In order to issue entry permits i, accordmlce with District
policy with respect to homesteading. There ere 16 applications dated
prior to !-L_y 8, 1973, and 34 applications have been received since
that date,

The Ad Hoc Land Policy Review Comm/ssion which was established by the
District Administrator has had t_o meetings and has organized for the
study of ho_stsad problem. The recent election campaign has occupied
the ti_ of nearly all members of the Cowmlsslon. AR soon as poasible
the Commission will _eet for further study of the homesteading program.
We certalnly concur wlth your comments on what the Com_tsslon shou/d
undertake at the earliest posslble date.

I_ District Ad_nistrator and his staff are _xking every practicable
effort to carry out your request with respect to iu_orming ell concerned
that homesteadJ_g is a local matter_ and that there is no moratori_
on homesteading. Itowever. we need confirmation of the arem of Tinian
that is outside the land desired by the United States. Enclosed is a
copy of the survey map prepared by Lyon Associates Inc., showing the
Innd desired by th_ United Statee. Please shm_ thi_ to Ambassador
_illla_s and obta_'.nhis confirmation that the llne _l_o_non the _np

- reflects his desires with respect tO Tinlau land. _]_en the map is
returned we can then obtain confirmation of the _hrlanas Political

Status Commlaslon and proceed further wlth Tla_m homesteading.

Enclosed are copies of eo_mn_Icati0ns pertaining to Tinlan homesteading
as requested by y_ur telex received this date,

Sincerely yours_ .... ."I .'"

z , ard ,,/
High Commissioner ....

Enclosures: (1) _fariana, Land Survey. Tinian.
IIAVI_ACI_a_-ing 7.304.754. September 13. 1974

(2) Co_munlcatlons between District Administrator,

]_rinnss md Ktgh Commissioner r_ TJ_tan homesteads
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