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BEGIN TEXT
WTME UNITEC STATES IS ATTEMPTING TD EVALUATE THE POSSIBLE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MARIANAS CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA (COM) ELECTION
ég?rﬁsngroi ;uA?x:g;S>0§;ATuS NEGOTIATIONS,"” SAID DAVID SCHIELE,
J ATUS L1a N JCER, WHEN QUESTIONE 'S,
T0 THE RECE&NT ELECTION, : D ABOUT U.S. REACTION
SEN, EDWARD DLG PANGELINAN, CHAIRMAN OF THE MARIANAS PpLITiCaAL
:::ng~cg:néggésn. Lg:?ouls SENATE SEAT T0 TERRITORIAL P.RTY
L G I A NORJO BY 382 vOT
CHACLENCER PEDRY A, OTVES IN AN UNEXPECTEL POPULAR
"THROUGHOUT THE CAMPAJGN, POPULAR CA'IDIDATES STRES PAN N '
ROLE IN THE STATUS NSGOTIATIONS, .NOTING THAT HESHAg SEEN Euifk:‘L‘N s
SINCE THE CIMMISSION'S INCEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 1972,
o.: THE COMMISSICN WAS CREATED BY THE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
IN MAY $972,
URGING THE VOTERS TO SUPPORT TKE POPULAR PARTY FOR A SPEEDY ROAD
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T0 COMMONWEALTH, THE PARTY EMPHASIZED THAT FOR THE IMMEDIATE ECONDNFIC
WELL-BEING OF THRE MARIANAS, COMMONWEALTH SHOULD BE ENTERED INTO AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

TERRITOR] AL CANDIDATES QUESTIONED THME SPEED OF THE NEGOTIATIONS.
AND WHILE aWL PJPRLICLY ADMITTED THAT THEY, T00, ARE FOR COMMONWEALTM
SYATUS, ADVOCATED CAUTION AND PROTECTION OF MICRONESIANS' RIGHTS, |
ESPECIALLY REGARDING LANP, .

QUESTIONS BEING ASKED NOW ARE: WILL BE ELECTION CWANGE THE STATUS
NEGOTIATIONS? DO THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS WANT COMMONWEALTH STATUS
RIGHT AMAY? ARE THEY DISSATISFIED WITH THE WAY NEGOTIATIONS. ARE §01~c7

POPULAR PARTY MEMBERS SAY THWAT THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECY}%#;&
INFLUENCED BY PEOPLE OF OTHER DISTRICTS AND THAT THE PEOPL iYue
MAR]ANAS STILL WANT A SPEEDILY NEGOTIATED COMMONNE ALTH AGREEMENT,

TERR] TORIAL MEMBERS SUCH AS YTENORIO SAY."THE PEOPLE REALIZE
WE ARE SUPPORTING COMMONWEALTH, BUT WE ARE OBJECTING TO THE MANNER
IN WHICH 1T WAB BEEN WANDLED." TENORIO AND DTHER TERRITORIALS FEEL
THAT THE PEOPLE WANT CHANGE,

DR. FRANCISCO PALACIOS, PRESIDENT OF TKE TERRITORIAL PARTY, SAID,
»iMBASSADOR (FRANKLIN) WILLIAMS SHOULD REALIZE PANGELINAN DOESN'Y
CARRY THE MANDATE OF THE PEOPLE ANYMORE." PALACIOS ALSO MINIMIZED
THE EFFECT PEOPLEOM OTHER DISTRICTS WAD ON THE ELECTION,

SINCE BOTH PANGEL INAN AND REP., WERMAN O, GUEPRERD LOST THEIR COM
SEATS, TMEY AUTOMATICALLY LOSE THEIR POSITIONS ON THE JOINT COMMITTEE
.ON FUTURE STATUS, (JCFS) WHICOH 1S HOK THEY WERE SERVING ON THE
STATUS COMMISS]ION,

. NEW MARJANAS MEMBERS T0 THE JCFS WILL BE APPOINTED BY PRESIDING
"OFFICERS AFTER THE MARIANAS DELEGATION (WHICH 15§ NON THREE
TERRITORIALS: TWO POPULARS) MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS.

: WITH THE NEXT-ROUND OF MARJANAS~U .S, STATUS NEGOTIATIONS BEGINNING
DEC. 2 AND EXPECYED YO CONTINUE ABOUY THREE WEEKS, THERE 1S a
POSSIBILITY THE NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE OVER BEFORE PANGELINAN HAS

T0 LEAVE THE COMMISSION, SOURCES INDICATE,

VICENTE SANTDS, VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 15<MEMBER COMMISSION,

SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH THE MAJOR ISSUE OF LAND (WHMETHER 17 MWILL BE
LEASED QR DOUGKT) MAS NOT BEEN SETTLED, HWE IS o PTIMISTIC™ AN
" AGREEMENT WILL BE WORKED OUT IN DECEMBER., :

TENORI0, WHO JS ON THE COMMISSION AND SEAVING AS LAND
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, RECENTLY WENT TO WASHINGTON FOR MEETINGS YO
DISCUSS LAND. TENOR]O, W]TH THE COMMISSION BEHIND HIM, 18 FIRM
OX JHE POSITION THAT LAND WILL NOT BE SOLD TO THE UNITED STATES
o ADMIN INTERNAL USE ONLY
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BUT LEASED. TME U.S. POSITION IS THAT THE LAND SHOULD BE SOLD,
SANTOS INDICATED TWAT IF AN AGREEMENT IS NOT REACKHED IN
DECEMBER, WAYS ARE BEING CONSIDERED T0 XKEEP PANGEL INAN ON THE
COMMISSION,ONE METHOD BEING DISCUSSED IS Y0 HAVE HIM APPOINTED
BY THE MUNICIFAL COUNCIL IN A SPECIAL SESSION, A GOVERNMENT '
SOURCE CONFIRMED THAT THERE 1S NO PROVISION FOR A SPECIAL SESSION
IN THE MUNICIPAL CODE, HOWEVER, . .
ASKED WHAT EFFECT THE ELECTION WILL HAVE ON MARIANAS STATUS
COMMNISSION VOTING, SANTOS SAlD THAT WHILE THERE ARE EIGHY POPULAR
AND SEVEN TERRJTORIAL MEMBERS NOW, "VOTING DOES NOT GO 8Y PARTY,"
»"ANY MAJOR DECISION REQUIRES 180 MEMBERS, THO-TMIRDS OF THE
TOTAL.™ HWE SAID,
SOURCES GENERALLY FEEL 17 IS T00 EARLY Y0 SPECULATE ON WHICH
THO MAR]ANAS DELEGATION MEMBERS FROM CONGRESS WILL BE SELECTED 70
SERVE ON THE JCFS (IF, INDEED ANY ARE: 1T 1S UP 1O COH'LEADERSN!V>.
. JF AND WOW GUERRERO AND PANGELINAN CAN CONTINUE T0 SERVE DN
THE STATUS COMMISSION ARE STILL OTHER QUESTIONS, .
1T IS DIFFICULT 10 PREDICT WHAT, IF ANY, CHANGE WILL OQCUR
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL 1T 16 CLEAR, FROM AN ELECYION INVESTIGATION
AND ANALYSIS, WHETHER IT 18 THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS WHO WANT )
YHE NEGOTIATIONS SLOMWED. ] C ; :
1F THEY DO, AND THERE STILL IS TIME FOR CHANGE, WILL THE

COMMISSION BE RESPONSIBLE? END TEXT. BERGESEN,
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