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_TNE UN|TE_ STATES IS ATTEHPTING TO EVALUATE THE POSSIBLE
S|GN|FICANCE Or THE H_RXANAS CONGRESS OF H]CRONESIA (COH) ELECT|ON
IN TERNS OF" (H,_RIANAS) STATUS NEGOTIATIONS,- SAID DAV]D SCHIELE,
D_?_TY STATUS LIAISON orrzcE_, _EN OUEST]ONED ABOUT U.S. REACTION
TO THE RECENT ELECTION.

SEN. EDWARD DLG PANGEL]NAN, CHA|RMAN OF"THE NAR|ANAS POLITICAL
STATUS COMH[SSION, LOST HIS SENATE SEAT TO TERRI.TOR)AL P.-RTY
CHALLENGER PE_:R(_ A. TENOR|O BY 3_ VOTES IN AN UNEXPECTE,. _OPULAR
PARTY DEIrEA_ EOV, 5,

.; THROUGHOUT T_E CAMPAIGN, POPULAR CA:IDIDATES STRESSED PANGELINIAN'S
ROLE IN THE STATUS NEGOTIATIONS_ .NOT|NG THAT HE HAS BEEN CHA|RN*N

{ $|kCE'_I_E C3MN|4.S|ON*S INCEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 1972,
.... :THE COHMISS|©N WAS CREATED BY THE NAR|ANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE

llll MAY 1972,
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TO COMMONMEALTM, THE PARTY EMPHASI|ED THAT F,OR THE IMI_EDIATE ECONOV,)C
HELL-BEING OF' T_E HARIANAS, COM_ONMEALTH SHOULD BE ENTERED INTO AS
OU|CKL¥ AS POSSIBLE.

TERRITORIAL CANDIDATES OUESTIONED THE SPEED OF" THE NEGOTIATIONS,
AND HHILE ANL P_BLICLY ADH|TTED THAT THEY, TOO, ARE FOR COMMONMEALT_I
STATUS, ADVOCATED CAUTION AND PROTECTION OF MICRONESIANS t RIGHTS,
ESPECIALLY REGARDING LANZ'.

8UESTIGNS BEING ASKED NON AHEI WALL BE ELECTION CHANGE THE ST4TUS
NEGOT|ATIONSI DO THE PEOPLE OF- THE HARIANAS MANT COMMONMEALTH STATUS
RIGHT ,l_,Y, ARE THEY D]SSATISF,IED HITH THE MAY NEGOTIATION$.ARE.,OING,

P OPUL AR PAR TY HEMBE RS SAY THAT THE OLJTCONE OF, THE ELECT III_' _S
INFLUENCEDBY PEOPLE OF OTHER DISTRICTS AND THAT THE PEOPLI_ _IJF_TI_.
IqARIANAS STILL kANT A SPEED|LY NEGOTIATED COMMONWEALTH AGREEHENT.

TERRITORIAL MEMBERS SUCH AS _ENORIO SAY,raTHE PEOPLE REALI_E
ME ARE SUPPORTING COMMONMEALTH, BUT I_E ARE OBJECTING TO THE MANliER
IN _IHICM IT HAS BEEN HANDLED." TENORIO AND OTHER TERRITOR|ALS FEEL
THAT THE PEOPLE MANT CHANGE.

DR. IrRANCISCO PALACIOS, PRESIDENT or THE TERRITORIAL PARTY, SAID,
wAIqBASSADOR [FRANKLIN) MILLIAHS SHOULD REALIZE PANGELINAN DOESN'T
CARRT THE HAND&TE OF THE PEOPLE ANYMORE," PALACIOS ALSO M]NIHI2ED
THE EFFECT PEOFLEOM OTHER DISTRICTS HAD ON THE ELECTION.

SINCE BOTH PANGELINAN AND REP, HERMAN Oq GUEPRERO LOST THEIR CON
SEATS, THEY AUTOHATICALLY LOSE THEIR POSITIONS ON THE JOINT COHHITTEE

ON FUTURE STATUS, (JCIrS) MHICH |S MOM THEY MERE SERVING ON THE
STATUS CONHISS ]ON,

NEW MARIANAS IqEMBERS TO THE JCrS I_ILL BE APPOINTED. BY PRESID|NG
OFFICERS AFTER THE MARIANAS 1)ELEGATION (HHICH IS NO_ THREE
TERRITORIALS, T_O POPULARS) MAKES RECONMENDAT|ONS,
- MIIH THE NEXT-ROUND Or HARIANAS-U.S. STATUS NEGOTIATIONS BEG|NN|NG
DEC. 2 Akl_ EXPECTED TO CONTINUE ABOUT THREE WEEKS, THERE IS A
POSSIBILITY THE NEGOTIATIONS MILL BE OVER BEF,ORE PANGELINAN HAS
TO LEAVE THE COMMISSION, SOURCES IN1)ICATE.

VICENTE SANTOS, VICE CHAIRHAN OF" THE IS-MEHBER COMMISSION.
SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH THE MAJOR ISSUE or LAND (MHETHER IT MILL BE
LEASED BR BOUGHT) HAS NOT BEEN SETTLED, HE IS uOPTIHISTIC" AN

• AGREEMENT MILL BE MORKED OUT IN DECEMBER,
TEMOR|O, kiN(] IS ON THE COMMISSION AND SERVING AS LAND

CONHITTEE CHAIRMAN, RECENTLY _ENT TO MASHINGTON FOR MEETINGS TO
DISCUSS LAND. TENORIO, M|TH THE COMMISSION BEHIND HIM, IS F,|R_
ON _NE POSITION THAT LAND MILL NOT BE SOLD TO THE U_ITED STATES
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BUT LEASED. THE U.S. POSITION IS THAT THE LAND SHOULD OE SOLD.
SANTOS INDICATED THAT IF AN AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED IN

DECEMBER, HAYS ARE BEING CONSIDERED TO KEEP PANGELINAN ON THE
COMMISSION.ONE METHOD BEING DISCUSSED IS TO HAVE HIM APPOINTED
BY THE NUNICIFAL COUI_IL IN A SPECIAL SESSION. A GOVERNMENT
SOURCE CONFIRMED THAT THERE IS NO PROVISION FOR A SPECIAL SESSION
IN THE MUNICIPAL CODE, HOWEVER.

ASKED HHAT EFFECT THE ELECTION NILL HAVE ON IqARIAI_S STATUS
CoMIqlsSION VOTING, SANTOS SAID THAT HHILE THERE ARE EIGHT POPULAR
AND SEVEN TERRITORIAL MEMBERSNOW. _VOTING DOES NOT GO BY PARTY. u

|'ANY HAJOR DECISION REOUIRES _L| MEMBERS, TH0-TH|RDS or THE
TOTAL." HE SAID,_

SOURCES GENERALLY FEEL IT IS TOO EARLY TO SPECULATE ON NHICH
TitO 14ARIANAS DELEGATION HEHgERS FROM CONGRESS HILL lie SELECTED TO
SERVE ON Ti_E JCrS (It, IP;DEED ANY ARE! IT |S UP TO COMLEADERSHIW).

IF AND HOW GUERREROAND PANGELINAN CAN CONTINUE TO SERVE ON
THE STATUS COMMISSION ARE STILL OTHER QUESTIONS.

IT IS DIFFICULT TO PREDICT I_HAT, IF" ANY, CHANGE WiLL OOCUn
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL IT IS CLEAR, FROM AN ELECTION INVESTIGATION
AND ANALYSISp WHETHER IT |S THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS lIH0 WANT
THE kEGOTIATIONS SLONED. _

|F THEY DO. AND THERE STILL IS TIME FOR CHANGE, ld|LL THE
COMMISSION BE R£SPONSIBLEt END TEXT. BERGESEN.
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