
.; (ALL USERS PLEASE CREDIT CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA)
(CON CON SET FOR NEXT/JULY)

SAIPAH, NOV. 18_-(Tg._}GRESSRELEASE) !c_t-._lrllE MICROHESIAN
- CONSTITUTIOI_AL CONV_._]TIOr'!V#ILL TARE PLACE BEGIN£JI;IG JULY 12,

|975 ACCORDING TO INFORMATIO!_IRECEIVED BY THE CO_;SRESS OF
MICRONESIA'S OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COU.r_SEL_IOI._DAY(NOV. 18).

THE DECISIO_I TO CHOOSE THAT- DATE _,!ASMADE BY THE PRE-
CONVENTION COMhJlTTEE, WHICH CONCLUDED A MEETING IN TRUX DISTRICT
ON FRIDAY, AND WAS ANNOU{_CED BY THE COMMITTEE'S CHAIRMAN, TOSIWO
NAKAYAMA. • '

THE CHAIRMAN ALSO SAID THAT THEY WERE SE{_DI_IGA DISPATCH
TO THE HIGH CO_r!ISSIONER OFFICIALLY INFORMIr_G HIPI OF THEIR
DECISION, AI_D THAT T_:EY HAD I{JSTRUCTED THE PRE CO,_IVENTIOIJ
COMMITTEE'S SUBCOMC_IITTEEON PERSOHNEL TO BEGII'JRECRUITI{,'_
STAFF FOR THE CO_VENTIOI! IN ORDER TO GET THEM ON BOARD AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE.

ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FROM TRUK, THE COMMITTEE ALSO
DISCUSSED AND MADE DECISIO.r_SON OTHER MATTERS I_C}.UDING: :-'.
REVIEWI_';GDIRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURES TO SE SUg.{,I.ITTZDFOR TIIE
COhIVEtJTiON'S APPRO'I.'_LpA REVl_-:_.'OF THE CO?,JVEC_TIOt__3UDGET,
CONSIDERATION OF"LEGISLATION AFFECTING THE COHVZ:,ITION.I_HICH

- SHOULD BE RECOMr_IEHDED FOR I_ITRODUCTION IN THE CONGRESS OF
.MICRO;JESIA, AND A REVEI_. OF PERSON?_Et.POLICIES A:,IDSTAFFING
NE_DS FOR THE HISTORIC MEETING.

......... THE: PRE CONVENTION COM!'IITTEE.,WHICH IS CHARGED BY PUBLIC
LAW WITH FACILITATING THE _.JORKOF THE CONVZ!_TION_ ALSO MET
WITH DR. NORMAN ._ELLER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, WHO IS AN
EXPERT ON CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES AI,_DWFIO ALSO _.[ORKEDAS A
CONSULTANT !N HELPING TO SET UP. THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
CONGRESS OF MICRO{JESIA.

..: ADDITIONALLY, THE COMMITTEE MEI_3ERS APPEARED BEFORE THE
TRADITIONAL MICRONESIAN CHIEFS CONFEREHCE TO GIVE INFORMATION

: AI_DTO LISTI.:NTO SUGGES'TIO_,ISABOUT THE CO_,_STITUTIO?|ALCONVENTION.
. THE MEI_ERS OF THE PRE-CONVENTION COi'_MITTEE WHO MET IN

TRUE _ERE: LORENZO G. CABRERA_ MARIANAS;. DARO WEITa.L, PONAPEI
CHUTOMU' NI_I_,ES,TRUK; ACIDPETRUS TUN, YAP., ALSO Ii'_ATTENDANCE
WAS MARSHALl. ISLANDS CO_ CON DELEGATE CARL HEINE.

(CHIEF SUSUVIU AIZAWA ON ESG)
TRUE, NOV. 18 C._NS)- "'--,.,,.IZFSUSU{']UAIZAWA OF TOL MUNICIPALITY,

WHO IS THE CHAIRVIA_ OF THE' 1974 TRU}( MAGISTRATES COt_FERE!,_CEAS
WELL AS VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE SECO._D CO_FERENCE OF TRADITIONAL
CHIEFS, WAS THE GUEST SPEAKER THURSDAY (NOV,, 17) I;_.THE THIRD
OF A SERIES OF "DIALOGUE FOR MICRONESIA" PROGRAMS BEING PRODUCED
ON MOEN, TRUR.

CHIEF AIZA_.,_ASPOKE ABOUT THE IMPORTAI'ICEOF SUCH A CONFERENCE
• AS THIS O[_E BEING CO{'IDUCTEDIN TRU}C DISTRICT. HE SAID,;THAT

":_ "THIS ALLOICS OPI':_IONSAND VHISHES OF THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS OF
MICRO{_ESIA TO BE HEARD....WHICH IS A MAJOR STEP TOWARD THE UNITY
OF MICRONESIA." :

CHIEF AIZAWA NOTED ALSO THAT THE FIRST CONFERENCE OF THE
TRADITIONAL LEADERS HELD IN PONAPE 5!AS NOT AS v.'!ELLRF'PRESENTED'
AS THE SECC'ND CO_FERENCE ON TRUE. HE SAID THAT THIS IS A
PRO._'IISINGI(_IDICATIONAND HOPES THAT THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA '
REALIZES ITS IMPLICATIONS AI'IDVALUES. THE TRADITIO_AL LEADER
OF TOL ALSO SPOKE ON THE VOTI_IG RIGHTS OF THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS
IN THE UPCOMING COt#CON. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE _AS O_E OF THOSE
WHO DRAFTED THE RESOLUTIO{'IASKiI'IGFOR' VOTING RIGHTS FOR THE
CHIEFS Ii_ITHE CONVENT IOi']DURING THE PONAPE CONFERE_]CE.

IN REGARDS TO MARIr'_GLA%'/SAS THEY DO I._#THE CONGRESS, I.'_,_CHIEF" AIZA!*._AI[_IDICATEDTHAT HE DOES NOT _¢A!_TTO SEE THE
TRADITIO_;AL LEADERS INVOLVED, FOR THE LEADERS HAVE THEIR O_..INbTAY
OF' MAINTAINING A:_D CONTROLLING THEIR PEOPLE IN AN HAR_'_O_JIOUSWAY.



IN EXPLAINI_IG HIS ROLE AS A TRADITIO:_AL LEADER OF HIS
" COMMUNITY, AIZAWA FIRST POI,_TED OUT THAT PERHAPS THE OTHER

DISTRICTS HAVE THEIR OW_I RESPOt,JSIBILITIES TO T}'EIR PEOPLE. HE
NOI'ED, HO_._EVER,THAT HIS ROLE WOULD TAKE A LO;IG TI;_:-TO EXPLAIN.
HE MENTIO_;ED THAT SOME OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES ARE TO MAINTAIN
PEACE IN THE COM._IU,_JITY,GIVE ADVICE TO THE PEOPLE A!JD KEEP,
•THEM INFOP.MED ABOUT MAJOR EVENTS.

O_3E OTHER THING HE INDICATED AS }{IS RESPONSIBILITY AFTER
THE CONFERENCE IS TO TELL HIS PEOPLE THAT UNITY IN I-_ICRONESIA .

,. IS A VERY IMPORTANT GOAL IN MICRONESIA. }_E CONCLUDED HIS
.... COMt'IENTSBY SAYIt_G THAT IF HE HAS E{qOUGH SPACE FOR PEOPLE FROM
:" ALL OVER _'IICRO_JESIATO COME AND STAY I_,JTOL, HE _.,/OULDBE MORE

THAN GLAD TO ACCO,_ODATE THE_.IFOR THE SAI(E OF NICRO_'ESIAN UNITY.
CHIEF AIZAWA W.hS I_}TERVIEWED BY T'.,;OPANEL {'IEF_ERS:BO!_IFACIO

:- BASILIUS, CHIEF, HEADQUARTERS PUBLIC ICWOPr_ATION DIVISION_ AND
: NORA REBEN, TRUE PU3LIC I{IFOR{:IATIONOFFICER. DAIZIRO NAKA_.IURA,

CH_IEF OF ..CIVICAFFAIRS DIVISION WAS THE _':ODERATOR.

(ALL USERS." ,LE'.ASECREDIT CONGRESS OF {,IICRONESIA) _"_
(CHIEFS DISCUSS ktr[,R_,IOF PLF_LIC LANDS)

TRUE, NOV. 1.8 "_ _"'_"_,-,,_;.._._bRELEASE) --THE TOPIC OF VETOED
• .- RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS LEGISLATION WAS ONE OF THE SUBJECt'S OF "

DISCUSSION DURING THE THIRD DAY OF THE TRADITIONAL. CHIEFS"
MEETING IN TRUE WEDNESDAY (NOV. 13).

ACTING AS A PRIMARY RESOURCE FOR THE CHIEFS DURING THE
MEETING WAS CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL KALEB
UDUI WHO FIRST EXPLAINED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LEGISLATION_, AND
WHAT WAS MEANT BY THE TER:.I"EMINENT DOMAIN." HE EXPLAINED THAT
THE ORIGINAL BILL _,.YASSUBMITTED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
INTRODUCTION IN THE CO,_JGRESS,AND THAT DURING THE TIME THE
CO_,'GRESSREVIE_ED THE BILL AND HELD HEARINGS 0_,}IT SEVERAL
AME_D_}ENTS WERE ADDED TO THE LEGISLATION AND PASSED BY THE
CONGRESS.

SOME OF THE CHANGES WERE:
--THE POWER OF EMINENT DOMAI_ (THE RIGHT FOR THE GOVERNMENT

TO TAKE AND PAY FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC USES) TO BE
SHARED BETWEEN THE TT GOVERNMENT At_D THE DISTRICT GOVERNMENTS.

--PUBLIC LANDS LEASED FRO_ THE TT GOVERNMENT BY THE U.S,
80VERNMENT WOULD POT BE RETURNED UHTIL AFTER THE NEW E_TITIES
ARE COMMITTED TO ENTER I!;TO NEW USE AGREEMENTS TO ACCOMMODATE
THE U.S. REQUIREMENTS FOR LAND IN MICRONESIA. THE CONGRESS
CHANGED THIS SO THAT THE LEASES WOULD BE RETURNED AND THE U.S.
WOULD THEN HAVE TO NEGOTIATE IN GOOD FAITH WITH THE DISTRICTS
FOR NEW LEASES.

--IN THE ORIGINAL VERSION, THE TT AND U.S. GOVERNMENTS
WOULD NOT BE LEABLE FOR CAUSE ARISING FROM THE PRIOR USE OF THE
PUBLIC LANDS RETURNED: THE CONGRESS TOOK OUT THIS PROVISION
ENTIRELY, THUS IMPLYING THAT THEY WOULD STILL BE LIABLE.

--ORIGINALLY, LAND DETERMINATIONS OF OWNERSHIP MADE BEFORE
THE RETURN OF LAND COULD NOT BE REOPENED OR RECONSIDERED; THE
CONC-RESS AMENDED THIS TO PROVIDE FOR A SPECIAL "ADJUDICATORY
BODY" WHICH WOULD HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE PREVIOUSDECISIONS
MADE BY LAND TITLE OFFICERS AND LAND COMMISSIONS.

BECAUSE THESE AND OTHER CHANGES MADE BY THE CONGRESS WERE
NOT P.CCEPTABLE TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER AND THE U.S. GOVERNMENT_
THE BILL WAS VETOED, UDUI EXPLAINED.

HE WAS THEN ASKED BY A CHEIF FROM TRUE WHAT THE CONGRESS
COULD DO_ AND THE RESPO_SE WAS THAT IT HAD THREE CHOICES: l) DO
NOTHING, 2) REPASS THE LEGISLATION OVER THE HICOM'S VETO, AND
_) REI_RAFT NEW LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE
HICOM, ._ ' .

HI_I CHIEF IBEDUL FROM PALAU THEN TOOl" THE FLOOR AND _.'_._

DELIVERE9 A STRONGLY-WORDED SPEECH ASKING THAT ALL THE TRADITIONAL



:_ LEADERS I,,'ORK TOGETHER TO EFFECTUATE THE RETURN OF ALL PUBLIC
LANDS TO THE PEOPLE OF r,IICROI._ESIA.

HE NOTED, FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE TT 80VER_!'IEPJTTOOK LAND IN
" TRUE, "I'_HEREARE YOU GOING TO FIOVE TO? ARE YOU GOING TO MOVE TO

THE _!ATER? IT IS VERY I_IPORTANT AT THIS TI_.IEFOR US TO SEEK A
GOVER,_JMEf_TFOR OUR GENERATI"ONS AND IF THERE IS NO LAND FOR US WE
CANNOT PUT OUR GOVER:,J{,IE_ITON WATER."

HISSTATEt_ENT _,.;ASSUPPORTED BY CHIEFS FROM OTHER DISTRICTS
WHO ALSO URGED THAT •THEY TqORK TOGETHER TO SEE THAT PUBLIC LANDS

" IN MICRONESIA ',4ERE_ETURNED TO THE _IGHTFUL OW_JERS,
PONAPE CHIEF IP,I/_.RTE,ASKED QUESTIOrJS SIMILAR TO THOSE

' :, ASKED BY OTHr_R CHIEFS ,,)HENHE QUESTIONED '.:'HETHERTHE CONGRESS
: KNOW IF THE PU,$LIC LANDS WERE TAKEN A_.,IAYItI AN U._,IFAIRFASHION BY

FOREIGt_GOVER._',IENTS. HE ALSO ASY_ED IF THE CO._,!GRESSBEI_IEVED THE
195(_ NOTICE SPECIFYING LAI'IDSCOPSIDERED TO BE PL.'BLICLANDS BY THE

._TT GOVERNMENT _.:iASADEQUATE AND WAS IN ACCORD WITH DUE PROCESS OF
L

LAW• COUNSEL UDUI RESPONDED THAT MANY OF THESE THINGS HAD TAKEN ....
PLACE PRIOR TO 19G5, WHE_ THE CONGRESS OF M!CRONESIA WAS FIRST
EST_._LISHED, AND THAT IT H._DTO WORK WITH WITH THE PREVIOUS AND
EXISTING LAW AND DEClSIO_}S. HE ALSO NOTED THAT HE BELIEVED THE
I',#'%EI_,_..,,._RESS(_LIZED THE ONE-YEAR NOTICE_ HAS NOT AN ADEQUATE [_OTICE
AND STATED THAT THE RECEIPT HIGH COURT FIILING IN PALAU WOULD APPEAR

-. TO SUPPORT THIS OBSERVATION.
THE CONFERENCE THEN ADJOURNED ',_ITHTHE INTENTION OF WAITING

......... FOR SOMEONE FROM THE ATTOE!IEY GENERAL'S OFFICE IN SAIPAN ?,0
. ARRIVE AND ALSO DISCUSS THE RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS ISSUES•

(ALL USERS PLEASE CREDIT CONGRESS OF MICRO NESI A)
(PRE CONCON MEMBERS APPEARED BEFORE CHIEFS)

TRUE, NOV. 18 (COM)---MEMBERS OF THE PRECONVENTION COMMITTEE
: OF THE MICRONESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIO_ APPEARED BEFORE THE

TRADITIONAL CHIEFS CONFERENCE BOTH IN THE MORNING. AND AFTERNOON
• THURSDAY CNOV. 15) IN TRUK TO ANSWER C_UESTIONS AND PROVIDE
. ,_ IrP •INFORMATION FOR THE TRADITIONAL MI,_ROI,_SIA._,_LEADERS

_.""-'" CONCERNING THE CONVE!_TION A,'JDRELATED _ETTERS, BACKGROUND
CONCERNING PUBLIC LAW 5-_, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE PRECONVENTION
COMMITTEE AND PROVIDES FOR THE CO_IVE_IT!ON,%.'ASPROVIDED BY
CONGRESS LEGISLATIVE COU._,'SELKALEIB UDLII. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE
LAW PROVIDES FOR DELEGATES FROF_ THE SIX DISTTRICTS WHO ARE FRO_I THE
CONGRESS OF MICRO_ESIA, VHO ARE TRADITIONAL CHIEFS_ AND WHO ARE
ELECTED FROM SPECIAL ELECTION DISTRICTS.

THE PRE-CONVENTION COM,_OlTTEE,WHICH WAS ALSO MEETING IN
TRUE, HE EXPLAINED WAS CHARGED WITH _IAKING THE NECESSARY
PREPARATIO_:S FOR THE CONVE_TION N,)D ALSO WITH CHOOSING A DATE
FOR THE CONVENTION. UDUI ALSO TOLD THE CHIEFS THAT THE DELEGATES
AT THE CONVENTION WOULD DRAW UP THE MICRONESIAN CONSTITUTION,
WHICH WOULD THEN BE REVIE_JED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER AND THE
CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA BEFORE IT WAS SUBMIT_/ED TO THE PEOPLE OF
MICRONESIA FOR A VOTE TO APPROVE OR DISAPPKOVE AT A REFERENDUM
DULY CALLED FOR SUCH PURPOSE.

THROUGHOUT THE MORNI_IG AND AFTERNOON SESSIONS, THE COMMITTEE
RECEIVED SUGGESTIONS FROM CHIEFS OF DIFFERENT DISTRICTS AND
PROMISED THEY WOULD PASS THEM ON TO THE CO_GRESS OF MICRONESIA.
ONE OF THE RECOMMENDATIO_S WAS THAT THE HIGH COMMISSIONER SHOULD
NOT BE THE PERSOt,I TO DECIDE WHEN THE PEOPLE SHOULD VOTE ON %'HE
CONSTITUTION, AS HE IS UNDER THE PRESEHT LAW. "I SEE A DANGER
IN THE HICOM SITTING ON THE CONSTITUTIOI_ U,'--q'ILTI{E COMPACT
(BETI,_EE{_THE U.S. AND MICRONESIA) IS COMPLETED," REMARKED ONE
CHIEF FROM POI4APE.

MEMBERS OF THE COM'_ITTEEALSO SAID THEY WOULD PASS ON THE
R_CO._,,J.DATIONS THAT :ADDITIONAL _n'*r"CHIEF'S _ _"_' ,..,,..,,,,.._ X,!AS,_]EEDEDFOR

DISTRICT DELeGATIOn,IS OF THE MICRO:'!ESIA:]COC_VENTIOH IH ORD_.,_O_



THEM TO HAVE ADEQUATE STAFFING AND TO PREPARE THE DELEGATES TO
ATTEHD THE CONV_TION.

ANOTHER RECOMrIENDATION MADE BY THE CHIEFS WAS THAT THE LAW
SHOULD BE AMENDED TO GlUE THE VOTE TO THE TRADITIONAL CHIEFS ,'II{O
ARE DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION.

SENATOR TOSIWO NAKAYAMA, HHO IS REQUIRED BY LA;:!AS PRESIDENT
OF THE SENATE TO BE CHAIRMAN OF THE PPE-CONVENTION COMiilTTEE, SAID
THAT "PERHAPS THE CONGRESS MISUNDERSTOOD THE ROLE OF THE CHIEFS.
THE CONGRESS HAD FELT TH:%T THE CHIE}rS SHO!._D BE TREATED 'JITH HIGH

RESPECT, AND SHOULD PLAY A SPECIAL ADVISORS" ROLE AND NOT P_ND I"_A_"
THEIR PROPOSALS OR MEASURES WOULD BE DEFEATED BY DELEGATES WHO
WERE NOT CHIEFS. "IF YOU FEEL THAT YOU WANT TO HAVE THE VOTEp"
SENATOR NAKAYAMA CONTINUED, "THE CONGRESS CAN AMEND THE LAWS SO
YOU WILL BE TREATED EQUALLY AS OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONVENTION."

A CHIEF FROM TRUE THEN SPOKE UP SAYING "WE DO NOT BELIEVE
IT WILL BE DEGRADING TO DISCUSS AND DEBATE ON THE FLOOR, THAT IS
THE CUSTOMARY ROLE OF CHIEFS. LET THEM DEBATE, DISCUSSj AND
VOTE," HE SAID.

THERE WERE ALSO MANY QUESTIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION AND
THE COMPACT OF ASSOCIATIO_I BETWEEN THE U.S. AND MICRONESIA_
AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETUEEN THEM.

UDUI AND NAKAYAMA EXPLAINED THAT THE CONSTITUTION COULD
NOT BE IN CONFLICT WITH THE COMPACT.

SEVERAL CHIEFS URGED THAT THE CONSTITUTION BE MADE FIRST_ "
AND THEN THE COMPACT COULD BE CONCLUDED AFTER THAT. UDUI POINTED
OUT, HOWEVER_ THAT IT _4AS NECESSARY TO KNOW WHAT KIND OF
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED STATES BEFORE THE
CONSTITUTION BE DREAFYED. THE INFORMATION IN THE COMPACT WOULD
HELP THE DELE3ATES TO KNOW HOW COMPLEX AND EXPENSIVE THE NEW
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE, HE NOTED, ADDING THAT "IT IS PROBABLY BEST
TO WORK ON BOTH AT THE S_ME TIME."

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PRE-CONVENTION COMMITTEE
PRESENTATION, LARRY G. CABRERA, A MEFBER OF THE COMMITTEE FROM ".
THE MARIANAS ASKED THE CHIEFS TO GIVE THE PRE-CONVENTION
COMMITTEE THEIR RECOMNENDATIONS AS TO THE DATE THE MICRONESIAN
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENT!O_ SHOULD CONVENE TO DRAFT THE
CONSTITUTION. THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE WHO ATTENDED
THE MEETING WERE, DARO WEITAL, PONAPE; PETRUS TUNp YAP; AND
CHUTOMU NIMWES_ TRUK.

(FHP RECEIVES FUNDS FOR TT EVALUATION)
GUAM, NOV. 18 (M_|S)---A $35,000 GRANT HAS BEEN AWARDED TO

FAMILY HEALTH PLAN (FHP) 9 GUAM'S LOCAL PREPAID HEALTH MAINTENA_ICER
ORGANIZATION (HMO) FOR A FEASIBILITY STUDY REGARDING THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN HMO MEDICAL CENTER ON SAIPANp ACCORDING TO A
STORY CARRIED ON MOi;DAY'S (NOV. IL_) PACIFIC DAILY NEWS.

THE GRANT, AWARDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION
ANB WALFARE (HEH) WILL FINANCE A STUDY ON THE NEED FOR HMO "
TYPE HEALTH CARE IN THE NORTHERN MARIANAS, ESPECIALLY IN ROTAp
TINIAN AND SAIPAN.

LARRY PETT, GUAM'S MANAGER OF THE LOCAL FHP CATHOLIC MEDICAL
CENTER, WILL BE PROJECT DIRECTOR FOR THE FEASIBILITY STUDY AND
SAID THE SAIPAN CENTER, IF ESTABLISHED, WILL BE A SATELLITE
OFFICE OF THE FHP CENTER ON GUAM, THE DAILY NEWS STORY STATED.

THE STUDY ','ILLFIND OUT IF HMO TYPE MEDICAL CARE WILL BE
ACCEPTED IN THE HORTHF.R_ MARIANAS, IF TRAINED PERSO.NNEL TO
STAFF THE FACILITY ARE AVAILABLE, IF COMMUNICATION AND
TRANSPORTATION AMONG THE ISLANDS IS.ADEQUATE TO PROVIDE THE
CARE FROM THE SAIPAN CE.';TER,AND IF POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS
LOOK FAVORABLE.


