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November 21, 1974

[L_ _-- _ _............._" [-Y- : CONVENANT ;

[ii:_+.. ,.. ESTABLISH A C05'_4ONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA DS
IN POLITIC_HL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES OF A/4ERICA

Whereas, the Charter of the United Nations and the -

d ..

Trusteeship Agreement between •the Security Council of the ._
- .,,<_?" ",

• United. Nations and the United States of America guarantee to

]i/ii:i!_!iilli!_{_i:., ir w is has in de

the people of the Northern Mariana Islands the right freely •

+;,".;_..,._.._:iii_.•+i:_9 to express the for self-government or pendance; and:

I_ Whereas, the United States supports the desire of

the people of the Northern Mariana Islands to exercise their

+:_!ii_!_S_"i inalienable right of self-determination; and

iiI Whereas, the people of the Northern Mariana Is lands

ii!/iii and the people of the United States share the goals and values

found in the American system of government based upon the_

principles of government by consent, individual freedom, and

.. democracy; and

i Whe_.-eas, for over twenty years, the people of the

i; Northern Mariana Islands, through public petition and re-

lii!!i_iiii.!I ferendum, have clearly expressed their desire for politicalunion with the. United States;

• ........ , . . . - ..

..... :..........";...................................... 4ISOTG
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._._.. i Whereas Clauses, p. 2

_:_ Now, therefore, .the Marianas Political Status

--_:...... Commission, being -the duly appointed representative of the

•:_.-___ people of the Northern Marfana Islands, and the Personal

:-.t_..2: Representative of the President of the United States have -.

entered into this _nt-inorder to establish a self- -

governing corr_onwealth for the Northern Mariana Islands within ,,.

" the American political system and to def'ine the future rela- _

• tionship betwe.e,n the Northern Mariana Islands and the United -

•:•_:.•*: States. This _t will be mutually binding when it is

.iii_] approved by the United States, by the Mariana Islands District

;_12•?_!_i Legislature, and by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands

,_.o-*--_ in a plebiscite, constituting on their part a sovereign act

_;'_-_ of self-determination.


