
) (NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: LEG SPECIAL
" WEEKEND ._ICROIJESI..,'_N,_.JEWSSERVICE DISPATCH CONTAINS A RESPONSE 1

•" BY $E_;ATOR LAZARUS SALII TO THE SATURDAY, NOV. 3_, STATEMENT J
" BY AMgASSADOR I'IAYD_'II,/!LLI/_,'_S_,IF "YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE

SATURDAY DISPATCH_, CHECX WITH YOU COMSTATION.) "
SAIPAN, DECEM3ER I (M_S)---THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE

O_ FUTURE STATUS (JCFS), SE_,IATORLAZARUS SALII OF PALAU_,•
IR.EACTEDSHARPLY SATURDAY (NOV, 3C_) TO A STATEMENT RELEASED BY
U.S. AMBASSADOR HAYDN WILLIA_}S CONCER,_]INGTHE PROPOSED ACTION
BY THE U_ITED ELevaTESTO RETUR!J MICRONESIAN PUBLIC LA_,II)STHROUGH
A_IEXECUTIVE ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE I_,ITERIOR.

THE EXCHANGE CONTINUED A DISAGREE_EI,}T BETWEEN THE SENATOR
HAt,D,A_IDTHE CONGREE:S OF" {'IlCRONESIA_O,_}THE. ONE ' ' AND THE

DEPARTME:_T OF THE INTERIOR A_}D A.v.-.3ASSADORWILLIAM'S OFFICE, O_
THE OTHER, OV_',RTHE MOST APPROPRIATE _.A-IS TO ACCOM'PLISH THE
RETUR_ OF THE LANDS.

THE SE_ATOR SAID THAT, CONTP,ARY TO AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS
STATEMENT, HE DID {'iOT.MARE AI_Y SUGGESTIO_ OF PARTICIPATIONBY
I'ilCRO!_ESIAIJLEADERS IN A);Y EXECUTIVE ACTIOn;, IN ANDrOF ITSELF,
DURING THIS _I_;E.TI_.__,:ITHb!ILLI_'].SIR HAWAII IN OCTOBER.

"WE {'lADEIT UERY CLEAR/' HE SIAD, "THAT OUR F!RST CHOICE
'""_, '_ _.rlROUL:H :WAS ACCOMPL!SHt_'r-.-TOF The'_RETURN OF PUBLIC LAND """

.. _.iJ_:}"ADZ IT E_,_U._LYCLEAR,LEGISLATION. THE AMBASSADOR IN -' _' ' " a" •
},J..EV,_R,AND A SUBSEQUEI(T LEi'TER FROFI I..,TERIORSECRETARY ROGERS

.....{'IORTONREINFORCED THIS. THAT THESE LANDS _A_RE_.GOI{_:::TO.BE . -.....
.... . . , , -..

RETURNED BY EXECUTIVE ACTIOn.
"WE EXPRESSED OUR VERY STRO_,:GOPPOSITIO_ TO THIS, UNLESS

' II_TERIOR AGREED HOT ONLY TO OUR PARTICIPATION l_'ITHE DRAFTING
OF THE ORDER, F',.LFrALSO TO OUR REQUIREMENT FOR OUR CO_IISENT

PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. IN ANY EVENT, THE EXECUTIb: ORDER IS
STILl. A SECOND/:RY _LTERNAT!VE TO LEGISLATIVE ACTIO_,,,"

THE SENATOR WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT IS A "GROSS DISTORTION"
OF THE FACTS TO SAY THAT THE U.S. POLICY ON THE RETURN OF
PUBLIC LA!_DS. ISSUED !_ _IOVZ_EBER,1973, WAS "E_IDORSED" BY THE
jOI!_T COW,lITTEr:ON FUTURE STATUS,

"THE JCFS _,;EVERENDORSED THE DETAILS OF THE U,S. POLICY,"
HE SAID. "IT MERELY TOO}(.NOT OF ITS ISSUAI,_CE.THE POLICY WAS
SHOWN TO THE JCFS ONLY AFTER IT WAS ISSUED,, THE COMMITTEE HAD
ABSOLUTELY NO CHANCE TO SEE THE STATEME:_T IN ADVA_CE. THIS IS
THE SAME PROCEDURE THAT THE U.,_. IS TRYING TO USE NO:,_IN THE
CA$£ OF THE PROPOSED EXECUTIVE ORDER--TO TRY TO OBTAIN CONSENT
AFTER THE FACT, THIS IS THE REASON THE INVITATION TO MEET IN
HAWAII HAS GOI;E TO SO MANY LEADERS IN MICRO_iESIA, Ah_ ATTEMPT IS
BEI{:G MADE TO DIVIDE MICRONESIA--TO GET THE CONGRESS AND THE
DISTRICTS TO FIGHT."

THE UNITED STATES HAS PROPOSED A DECEt'_ER _ _.IEETINGIN
HONOLULU BET'_EEN A.H A.MERICAN DELEGATION HEADED BY STANLEY S.
CARPENTER, DIRECTOR OF TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS, AND THE {_ICRONESIANS."
THAT DATF HAS NOW BEEN MOVED BACK TO DECEWdER 9 AT THE REQUEST
OF TIIE -"_""t;u,:_RESSLEADERSHIP, ACCORDING TO SE_ATOR SALII,, BUT
HE ALSO _O!_!?ED OUT THAT THE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT YET ACCEPTED
EVEN THE t.ATER D&TE. CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA LEADERS HAVE
ASKED _.,__..r'rurPM!(:P.ONESIARS .TNVITED TO THE HAWAII MEETING TO GATHER
ON SAIPA_ NEXT WEEK TO HAMMER OUR A UNIFIED MICRONESIAI!
POSITION 0_ THE LAND ISSUE.

SEHATOR SALII SAID THAT IF THE U{'IITEDSTATES BYPASSES
THE CONCRF._ OF MICRO_ESIA ON THIS VITAL ISSUE, IT COULD HAVE
"SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES" FOR T_[E FUTURE RELATIONSHIP OF
MIORONESIA WITH THE U.S.
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,, (NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: THE FOLLOI;IlI_GSTORY
IS BEING RELEASED IN THIS SPECIAL, SATURDAY MICRONESIAN
NEWS SERVICE DISPATCH AT THE REQUEST OF THE U.S. OFFICE:.-
OF MICRONESIAN STATUS. NEGOTIA'flONSI) .""
(WILLIAMS COMMENTS ON LA{'_DSTORY) "-<

SAiPA{_, NOVE__,"ER3Z (MNS)---A_BASSADOR HAYDN VILLIAMSI,
THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR MICRONESIAN_.".:Y.
STATUS _IECOTIATIO_:S, CO.FIMENTEDSATURDAY (NOV. 3_) TI{ROUG}(_:
THE STATUS LIAISON OFFIER ON SAIPAN O{I A RECENT MNS
RELEASE REGARDING THE PUBLIC LA_'D TRANSFER QUESTION
DISCUSSED DURING A MEETING IN HONOLULU LAST MONTH WITH
SENATOR LAZARUS SALII, CHAIRMAH OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON"

. .... ,:.FUTURE STATUS (JCFS),, - .. ...................... . ......
"• THE AMBASSADOR SA'i'D':'_RE=RAD"-RYECENTLYSENT A MESSAGE TO THE

SEffATOR WHICH POINTS OUT THAT MUCH OF THE HOMOLULU DISCUSSION
O;,ITHIS SUBJECT CONCER_iED THE MEANS BY WHICH E;_CUTIVE ACTION
COULD BE TAT_..'EN_,AND THE SENATOR'S SUGGESTION T_AT MICRONESIAN
LEADERS PARTICIPATE IN THE PREPARATION OF THE _ECESSARY
EXECUTIVE ACTION.

THE AMBASSADOR'S NESSAGE qOTES THAT EXECUTI_._'E ACTION IS
BEING .TA}CEr_IN RESPOI';SETO EARLIER REQUESTS FROM THE JCFS
A_IDTHE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA, AND SOME DISTRICTS° IT WOULD
FOLLOW THE POLICY STATE_'_ENTISSUED A YEAR AGO W'-{ICHHAD BEEN

' SPECIFICALL! r ENDORSED BY THE JCFS AND THE LEADERSHIP IN TWO OF
THE DISTRICTS.

THE AI_ASSADOR"S MESSAGE CONCLUDES BY SAYI{_'C:_,"WE NOW }(NOW
OF {'JOTHING7HAT SHOULD STAreD I_,ITHE WAY OF THE VISHES OF THE
PEOPLE OF M!CRONESIA FOR THE RETURN OF PUBLIC LA_.IDSTO THE
DISTRICTS TO BE HELD IN TRUST FOR THEN 0_ Et,A_-Y THE SADIE
BASIS THAT WAS ='" •_f,DORSED BY THE jCFS LAST-YEAR I SINCERELY
HOPE THAT THE MEETING UHICH THE DEPAP,TMENT OF THE I{_TERIOR
HAS CALLED WILL BR!HG ABOUT A SPIRIT OF FULL U_-_DERSTA_IDINP_
AND COOPERATIO,'_ IN .M.,_XI_CGIT POSSIBLE FOR THOSE DISTRICTS
WHICH WA_JT TITLE TO THESE PUBLIC LANDS TO RECEZVE SUCH TITLE
WITHOUT ANY FURHTER UNL_ECESSARYDELAY." -


