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(HPSC HOLDS 5TH ROUND OF TALKS)
SAIPAN, DEC. 5 (M!_S)---THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE MARIANAS

STATUS IIEGOTIATIONS OPE_ED TODAY DEC. 5, AT THE ROYAL TAGE HOTEl.
IN SAIPAN BEFORE A CROWD OF ABOUT GO_ PEOPLE. CHAIRMAN EDHARD
DLG. PANGELINAN OF THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION
INTRODUCED AHBASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIA!IS _,!HOTHANKED THE
MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMiIISSION FOR INVITING THE US DELEGATION
TO SAIPAN.

AIIBASSADOR WILLIAI_S SET FORTH AND DESCRIBED THE
TWENTY YEAR HISTORY OF T}{E EVENTS LEADING TO THE PRESENT
NEGOTIATION. BESINNING IN 195_ WHEN THE MARIANAS HOUSE OF
COUNCIL AND HOUSE OF CO_MISSIOt]ERS FOR!,/ARDED A PETITIOtJ STAYING
THAT THE MARiANAS ISLANDS DISTRICT WISHED TO BE INCORPORATE
I_TO THE U.S. ,AS AN AMERICAN POSSESSION OR TERRITORY. THE
Ar'IBASSADOR MENTIONED SEVERAL MORE PETITIONS AND REFERENDA FROM
THE LEADERS OF THE MARIA,_IASDISTRICT UP TO [97I HHEN BY
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION t,}O.30 THE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
ADVISED THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL ARD THE SECURITY COUNCIL IN
FORCEFUl. LANGUAGE OF ITS DESIRE FOR IMMEDIATE SEPARATE STATUS
AND UNION HITH THE UNITED STATES. THE A_'_BASSADOR THEN SAID
THAT A COMMONWEALTH RELATIONSHIP T#OULD MEAN THAT THE NORTHERN
MARIANAg _.rOULD',.:RITEAHD ADOPT ITS O',,!HCONSTITUTION, HOULD ELECT
ITS O;._NGOVER,'_OR, :,'HOULDELECT ITS 0_,,}_ILEGISLATIVE BODIES AND
_OI.ILD HAVE ITS OHM COURT AND JUDGES. A_'BASSADOR EMPHASIZED THAT
}(EEPING THE PEOPLE It_FORHED IS ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESSFUL
CORCLUSION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID "THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANAS NEED TO K[IO_/AND IS CERTAINLY IS THEIR RIGHT TO KNOW THE
FACTS FOR IN A HOST DIRECT SENSE." 1:i IS THEIR AND THEIR CHILDREN'S
FUTURE WHICH _¢E ARE CONSIDERING.

AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS CONCLUDED HIS REMARK BY SAYING
"HERE IN YOUR ISLANDS VE ARE WORKi_,_GTOGETHER IN A SPIRIT
OF COOPERATION TOWARDS THE ESTABL!SHHENT OF A NEW COMMON!_EALTH
_,_HICH WILL BE BASED ON THE SAME SOLID PRINCIPLE OF GOVERNMENT
BY THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED° LET US STEADILY CONTINUED TOWARD
THE COMPLETION OF THE TASK THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN US, CONSCIOUS
OF ITS FULL MEAPlNG AND IMPORTANCE AND DEDICATED TO ITS FULFILLMENT.

CHAIRMAN PAtJGEL!NA!_ _THEN FORHALLY WELCO_IED THE U.S.
DELEGATIO_,I TO SAIPA.4. HE BEGAI,I HIS REMARK BY EMPI{ASIZINC- THAT FIRST,
THE PEOPLE OF THE :'IARiANASDO NOT _;AI_TTHE TRUSTEESHIP AGREEHENT
'toGO ON _NDEFI_ITELY. SECOND, THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
HARIAPAS ARE READ'( FOR SELF-GOVERNS,lENT. THIRD, THAT THE PEOPLE
OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS PLACE A HIG}( VALUE OF FREEDOM AND THE
DE_OCR.ACTIC FORM OF GOVERNME_,IT _,/HICHMARKS THE AMERICAN POLITICAL
S'YSTE:_; AND FOURTH THE _ARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION
LEAS CREATED TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE AND NOT TO RECAPTURE THE
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CHI_,J. iAN PA_GELINAI; THEN DESCRIBED IN VERY GRE, ._.L.
THE _tAJOR ::ECTIONS OF THE DRAFT STATUS AGREE_IENT {tO'[l_;_, '.,AT
THEIR ARE iILL IMPORTANT AND SERIOUS ISSUES :,IHICHfIIJSTBL
RESOLVED }:_:ORE THE FI_AL STATUS AGREEME:_T IS PRESENTED TO
THE DISTRIrT[ LEGISLATURE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS
AND TO THE U.S. COb'CRESS. HE STRESSED THAT ONE KEY ISSUE
RE_AIHING IS HOW THE U_ITED STATES _!ILL ACQUIRE THE LAND IT
NEEDS. HE SAID THAT "LAIRD IS THE MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE OF
THE NORTHERN MARIA_JAS" AND PROPOSED AND ARRANGE_IENT [,;HEREBY
THE U.S. WOULD LEASE THE LAND IT NEEDS FOR FIFTY YEARS WITH THE
OPTION TO RENE_:ITHE LEASE FOR ADDITIONAL FIFTY YEARS. HE
NOTED THAT A FAIR PRICE FOR THE LAND MUST ALSO BE DETER[_INED.

CHAIR{_AN PANG ELINA_!TALKED ALSO ABOUT THE PROBLEMS RELATING
TO _,IARCLAIMS, THE RETUF_tlOF PUBLIC LANDS AND HOMESTEADING..
WITH RESPECT TO HOMESTEADING ON TiNIAN, THE CHAIRMAN SAID THAT
A HIGHER PRIORITY _IUST BE ASSIGNED TO SOLVING THAT PROBLEM AND
ALLOCATING THE NF_CESSARY MONEY TO CONDUCT ',,,_HATEVERSURVEYS ARE
NEEDED. CHAIRMAN PANGELINAN CONCLUDED HIS REf,IARKBY SAYING
THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMHISSION REPRESENTS "A WHIDE
VARIETY OF !NTEREST,..THE POLITICAL PARTIES THE ETHNIC GROUP
THE INDIVIDU,,_LS ISLANDS, THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES AND THE BL[SINESS
COMMUNITY OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS. HOWEVER WE ON THE COMMISSION
ARE UNITED BEHIND TWO PRINCIPLES _,JHICHWE BELIEVE WILL HELP BRING
THE NEGOTIATIOIJS TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. krE DEEPLY
BELIEVE THAT A CLOSE AND ENDURING RELATIONSHIP _;YlTHTHE
UNITED STATES IN THE FOR,"IOF A COMMON_.IEALTH STATUS IS WHAT
THE PEOPLE WANT. AND X,tEARE DETERHINED TO START THE MARCH
TOWARDS CO_IMONt:.TEALTHSTATUS BY SIGNING A STATUS AGREEMENT
AS SOON AS--BUT NOT ONE MOhIENT BEFORE--ALL OF THE ISSUES RAISED
BY OUR NEGOTIATIONS ARE RESOLVED IN A WAY WHICH FULLY PROTECTS
THE INTERESTS OF OUR PEOPLE."
(ALL USERS: PLEASE CREDIT CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA)
(SALII'S STATE!_IE_TON P_LIC LANDS)

SAIPAN, DE'C. 5 (CO_IGRESS RELEASE)---SENATOR LAZARUS S_%LII,
C_{AIRHAN OF THE COt;CRESS OF MICRONESIA'S JOINT COMMITTEE 0_
FUTURE STATUS, ISSUED A STATEMENT THURSDAY CLARIFYING STATEMENTS
BY U.S. AIqBASSr_DORFRANKLI_I H. [IILLIAMS WHICH I_IPLIED THAT DETAILS
OF U.S. PUBLIC LA'ID POLICY HAD BEEN ENDORSED BY HIS COMMITTEE
DURING RECENT _IEGOTIATIONS.

SALII SAIl) THE U.S. LAND POLICY, WHICH HAS NOb! BECOME THE
BASIS OF A DEPART_ENT OF INTERIOR PLaN TO RETURN MICRONESI_N
PUBLIC LANDS BY AN ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, _AS NEVER
AGREED TO BY HZS COMMITTEE, DESPITE STATEMENTS TO THE CONTIRARY
BY [,!ILLIA_S.

SALII NOTED, I{Oi,IEVE}R,TI{AT DURING THE LAST FULL ROUND OF
NEGOTIATIONS THE JOI_T CO!_FIITTEEDID ENDORSE "IN PRI{'ICIPLE"
TI-{EU.S. COMM!T.r'IE_ITTO RETURN THE LANDS BACK TO THEIR RIGHTFUL
O[.!NERS.DURING INFOR_'IALDISCUSSIONS _ViTH IVILLIAMS, CONTINUED

SALII, "_../EMADE CLEAR OUR PREFE {F_CE TO RETURN THE LANDS H,.'_DTO BE RE"
BY EXECUTIVe'.OF_DER,.THEI'}WE MUST-BE PERMITTED TO PARTICIPhTE IN
THE DREFTING PF_OCESS A_,IDTHE FINAL DOCUMENT MUST BE ENDORSED
BY OUR JOINT CC"Ir,IITTEEON FUTURE STATUS,"

"THE REASCN FOR "I'Hl.g,"EXPLAINED SALII, "IS THE FACT THAT
TH"E UNITED STATES HAS ATTACHED EIGHT CONDITIONS THEY FEEL MUST
BE MET BEFORE THE LANDS CAN BE RETURNED TO THE PEOPLE OF

MICRON ESIA."__ . " 24"S_-
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..... AGREEMENTS WERE RE",;(ED ON ONLY HALF OF THESE EIGNT
CONDITIONS, HE SAID, AND i"HESE WERE INCLI.IDED IN THE CONGRESS"

.. LAND BILL, OPPOSITIO._! TO THE REMA.I.NING FOL_R CONDITIONS WERE
"THE BASIS OF THE VETO OF THE BILL BY THE INTERIOR DEPARTMFN'[,
HE SAID.

"AS EARLY AS NOVEMBER }973, THE JOINT COMMITTEE RESPONDED
TO THE U.S. POLICY STATE'IENT ON THE RETUR?,IOF PUBLIC LA{IjDS
SAYING THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH BY THE U.S. WOULD BE "GEI"ERALLY
ACCEPTABLE' TO OUR DELEGATION, BUT ONLY IF CERTAIN ISSUES WERE
SATISFACTORILY RESLO VED."

THEgE ISSUED, ACCORDING TO SALII, INCLUDED EMIIIENT DOMAIII
POWERS, MILITARY LAND, _IlLITARY RETENTION LANDS, LARDS NOW LEASED
BY THE TTRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT, AND PROVISIONS CONCERNII'IG .,
LAND NEGOTIATIONS IN THE FUTURE."

"THE TRANSCRIPTS OF THE SEVENTH ROUND OF TALF.-SSHOW THE
JOINT COMMITTEE NAMED THESE ISSUES AS PROBLEMS TO BE RESOLVED.
TO SAY THIS WAS AN ENDORSEMENT IS WRONG," BALI! SAID.

CONCERNING EMINENT DOMAIN, SALII SAID THE TRANSCRIPTS SHOW
THAT ALTHOUGH MICRO_IESIAN RECOGNIZES THE u.S. WILL HAVE THIS

_UE OF THE TRUSq'EESHIP AGREEI',_ENT,HE SAID MICRONESIA'SPOWER BY VIR""
DESIRE "IS TO SEE THE RETURN OF ALL PUBLIC LANDS TO THE DISTRICTS;
AND HAVE THE POWER OF E[:IINENTDOMAIN CURTAILED AND USED ONLY
BY THE DISTRICTS THEMSELVES AS A LAST RESORT, AND NOT. BY THE
TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMERT.

SALII SAID MILITARY LANDS ALSO PRESENTS A MAJOR PROBLEM.
"THE TRANSCRIPTS REVEAL THAT WE OBJECTED TO U.S. PUBLIC LAND

POLICY OVER THIS IS_IIE BECAUSe. THE U.S. PROPOSED TO RETURN PUBLIC
LARDS ONLY AFTER PROSPECTIVE LANDOWNERS AGREE TO ACCOrINODATE
FUTURE U.S. MILITARY LAND REQUIREMENTS IF THEY SHOULD ARISE.

"OUR POSITION kTAS THEN AND STILL IS TODAY THAT APPROVAL
OF U.S. MILITARY LAND NEEDS IN ADVANCE SHOULD NOT BE A
PRECONDITION .FOR THE RETURN OF OUR LANDS." SALII DECLARED.

"IN SHORT," CONTINUED SALII, "THESE ARE THE TVO MAJOR
REASONS _OR THE VETO OF CONGRESS' BILL TO RETURN PUBLIC LANDS.

INCLUDaD THESE PROVISIONS IN ITS LAND BII.L,THE CONGRESS , _"
WHICH WOULD HAVE GIVEN NORE POWER TO THE DISTRICTS THEr,_SELVES,
I_STEAD OF T.O "['HECOI"GRESS O_ TO THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT.,
"/}{ISAPPARE._ITLY DID NOT SUIT U.S. INTERESTS. THE U.,S. INSISTS
THAT THESE EIGHT CONDITIO_IS, OR "STRI_.GS_" BE ATTACHED TO THE
LANDS BEFORE IT IS RETURNED TO OUR PEOPLE."

SALII ADDED THAT FOUR COHDITIOi'{S'OUTI,:INED BY THE U.S. IN
ORDER TO RETURN THE LAi]DS WERE AGREED TO BY THE JOINT COMMITTEE
AND INCLUDED II,1 THE VETOED LAND BILL.

HE SAID THE DEPART?lENT OF INTERIOR'S PLAN TO RETURN THE
LANDS BY EXECUTIVE ACTIOI,I NO_4 I,_tSTEAD OF t:.,AITI.NG FOR THE CONC.,RESS;
OF NICRONESIA TO CONVENE I_IEXT NORTH A,_IDPOSSIBLY .ADOPT A NEW
LAND BILL AGREEABLE :/0BOTH SIDES CONTRADICT STATE,_;ENTS MADE BY
AMBASSADOR :IILLIAHS DURIII8 THEIR LAST ?[.ILLROUNDS NEGOTIATIONS.
SALII SAID AMBASSADOR 5/ILLIAHS HENT ON RECORD DUBING THE TALKS
SAYING THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE "VERY FLEXIBLE WITH RESPECT
TO IMPLE_.IENTATION" OP RKTURNING MICRQNESIAN PUBLIC LAUDS BACK
TO THE DISTRICTS.

"AMBASSADOR WILLIAN'S WORDS DIRECTLY CONTRADICT THE
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR'S ACTIONS TODAY," NOTED SALII.
BT , 032489
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