
(MPSC HOLDS 5T![ ROUND OF TALKS)

_. / SA!PAN, DEC. 5 (H_]g)-_T,qE FIFTH SESSION OF THE MARIANAS
STATUS NEGOTI_TIOt'S OPE:IED TODAY DEC. 5, AT THE ROYAL TAGE HOTEL / ]
IIJ SAIPAN BEFORE A CROWD OF A3OUT g_3 PEOPLE. CHAIRM_N EDWARD I /DLG. PA.,'JGELI.NAN OF THE HARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COf,1MISSION
I_']TROD!;CED A_I3ASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIAHS WHO THANKED THE
MARIAN'AS POLITICAL STATUS COHHISSION FOR INVITING THE US DELEGATION
TO SAIPAN.

, AHBASSADOR ',;,!LLIAr_S SET FORTH .AND DESCRIBED THE
TWENTY YEAR 'ZI_TORY OF THE EVENTS LEADING TO THE PRESENT
NEGOTIATION. BEGINNING IN 195f! t.._]'_ENTHE HARIANAS HOUSE OF

• COU[_CIL AND HOUSE OF COHHISSIOffERS FORWARDED A PETITION STATING
THAT THE MARiA_AS ISL_,DS DISTRICT WISHED TO BE INCORPORATE

! INTO THE U.S. AS AN Ai,]ERICAN POSSESSION OR TERRITORY. THE

I AHBASSADOR MENTIONED SEVERAL _,IOREPETITIONS AND REFERENDA FROMTHE LEADERS OF THE .NARIANAS DISTRICT UP TO 1971 WHEN BY
I LEGISLATIVE RL.._OL.JTIOhr.c' _ ' '_;0. 3r.,] THE _IA._IANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
! "

ADVIq =D THE TRUSTFESH!__ COUNCIL AHD THE SECURITY COUNCIL IN
FORCEF__ LAr_GUAGE OF ITS DESIRE FOR IH[IED!ATE SEPARATE STATUS
A_D UNION WITH THE LP_!TED STATES. THE AF3ASSADOR THEN SAID
ThAT A COl'.lr.';,O_'lt,], ""' r,.AL_H RELATIONSHIP t,/OULD HEAN THAT THE NORTItERN
MAR!ANAS _aOULD ',:RITE A!'!DADOPT ITS 0,,,_'_ICO_ISTITUTION_ WOULD ELECT

•-,,',,,_,,nr_,.,,.mI,'" ELECT ITS Or:;,',' L v'"ITS OI,!N _uv_:_ ..... _ ,...,,_,,.L. ,-clSLATIUE BODIES AND
WOULD HAVE ITS O'_..,'HCOURT A_ID JUDCES. A_BASSADOR EMPHASIZED THAT
]{EEPING TIIE PEOPLE IUFOR!";ED iS ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESSFUL
CONCLUSION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS_ liE SAID "THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN

MARIA!',IAS NEED TO '"ErgO".#At_D IS CERTAINLY IS THEIR RIGHT TO KNOW THE
FACTS FOR -" T_r,","ri,, A HOST D_,_-_,- SENSE.:" IT IS THEIR AND THEIR CHILDREN'S
FUTURE !,;HI....{ '_'EARE CO,.bILERIHG

,...... f"AHBASSADOR _,_!LLIArle CO_]CLJDED HIS RE_']AR}(BY SAYING
"HERE IN YOUR I_L_,.,_ IE ARE _OREIf}G TOGETHER IN A SPIRIT
OF COOPERATiOH i-O',!ARL,_. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW COr.IMONWEALTH
',/High ,,,T_, BE BASED 0_ TWV SAHE SOLID PRI,','CIPLE OF GOVER_qHENT

" "r'" OFBY THE CO;_S__T THE GOVER!'_ED, LET US STEADILY CO_ITI_IUED TOt]AND
THE COHPLETION OF THE TAg} < THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN US_ CONSCIOUS
OF ITS FULL "_'^_'_ .,",','._,-I>;G a,',D IHPORT.ANCE AND DEDICATED TO ITS FULFILLMENT.

CHAIRHA._'_ PA:!GEL!i]AU THEN FORHALLY WELCOHED THE UoS.
DELEGATION TO SAIPAN. HE BEGA!,I ills REHARE BY EMPHASIZI,_!G THAT FIRST_
THE PEOPLE OF THE'. HARIA¢_AS DO HOT WA'IT,., THE TRUSTEE._H!P AGREEHENT
TO GO ON t,.'_DEFINITE|,Y= SECOND_ THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
HARI.A,_AS ARE READY FOR SELF-C'OVER_i'."1EN_T. THIRD_ THAT THE PEOPLE
OF THE NORTHERN !'IARIA,.'_AS PLACE A HIGH VALUE OF FP,',.,_DOH AND THE
DE."IOCRACTIC 70R'H OF Gn_r_"'Y,'ENT _JHIC]t ;_AR;_G THE AMERICAN POLITICAL
SYST_",I • AND FOUR'I'H THE "IARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS CO:_i'!i,gSiOI,]

..',,}AS CREATED TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE AND NOT TO RECAPTURE THE
, ......... PASS._ .. ._ ............... . ..... - ..
• CHAIR':'IAHPA._GELI._;AH TH_N D'ESCRIBFD IN VERY GREAT DETAIL

S_,.._. ......... -HE DRAFT STATUS ,,',.GREEME!iI4Ui'!NC-, THATTHE MAJOR v,"-ro-_. 07 '
_.R£t/FS "!}i ['_:THEIR ARE STILL iH_nor,_T.,,_,., ,,.. AND _._.._'P!O!IS - ..... ..,{ r,llJS'i" BE

RESOLUED BEFORE THE FlOrAL STATUS AGRFE_,IEtiT IS P,EE:_ENTED TO
,JR_ TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERH ,_,!ARIANASTHE DISTRICT LEGI.gLAT'

AND TO THE U.S. C:O!]GRESS. HE STRESSED THAT ONE ](EY ISSUE
REHAINi!_G IS HOW THE U_IITED STATES WILL ACQUIRE THE LAND IT
NEEDS. HE SAID TEAT :'LAND IS THE MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE OF
THE NORTHERN ,HARIA:.JAS"A_]D PROPOSED AND ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY

: THE U.S. WOULD LEASE THE LAND IT NEEDS FOR FIFTY YEARS WITH THE
' OPTION TO RENE'! THE LEASE FOR ADDITIONAL FIFTY YEARS. HE

,_. _ _I"__; NOTED THAT A FAIR PRICr.FOR THE LA.HD HUST ALSO BE DETFR,_I_-D.
: CHAIRHAN P:_.,qGELiI_A_t TALKE_ ALSO ._BO'JT THE PROBLEMS RELATING

; TO WAR CLAiHS_ TF,E ,RETURH OF PUELIC L,-,,'IDS AND huHESTEADItlG. ._ .._,,..,
WITH RESPECT TO HOi'iESTE.'_DING O;' TI>_IAN, THE C][AIRMAN SAID THAT ' -_"'#_

: A HIGHER PRIORITY _)US'E B'_• _._. ASSiG.qED TO SOLVING THAT PROBLEM .AND
' , . - _'==_ _40,_=y TO CO_D,,JCT ,.,U,,T'-'UFP m,_,;rvc ARE' ._.LLCSATI_,G THE Nt-C,:,..,_;:,.Y .............................



• '_......:_; _$_3i NEEDED. CHAIRMA,I PA_.I_L_.A. CONCLUDED HIS REEd.ARKBY SAYING
_- THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION REPRESEi_TS "A _;,HIDE

i VARIETY OF INTEREST,..THE POLITICAL PARTIES THE ETHNIC GROUP
THE INDIVIDUALS ISLANDS, THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES AND THE BUSINESS

I COFIF]UNITYOF THF NORTHERN MARIAI'I,_S.HOWEUER WE O_I THE COMr,}ISSIOP
! ARE UN!T_D BEHIND T_'lOPRi,_ICIPLESWHICH WE BELIEVE WILL HELP BRING
' THE N_rGOTIATIONS TO A SUCCESSFUL CO_,}CLUSION.k_E DEEPLY

BELIEVE THAT A CLOSE AND ENDURI_JG RELATIO_.ISHIP WITH THE
UNITED STATES It_THE FORM OF A COMMONWEALTH STATUS IS I:IHAT
THE PEOPLE WANT. AND _YE ARE DETERMINED TO START THE FIARCH ....
TO_4ARDS COFIMO_JUEALTH STATUS BY S!G_II_,IGA STATUS A,_.,E_ME,I,
AS SOON AS--BUT ,_IOTONE MOr,_,E!ITBEFORE--ALL OF THE ISSUES RAISED
BY OUR _IEGOTIATIONS ARE RESOLVED IN A WAY WHICH FULLY PROTECTS
THE INTERESTS OF OUR PEOPLE." - -

(ALL USERS: PLEASECREDIT CONGRESS oF MICRONESiA)
(SALII'S STATENE_'ITON PUBLIC,.L_NDS)

SA!PAN, DEC, 5 (COffGRESS RELEASE)---SENATOR LAZARUS SALII9 .,
CHAIR_IA_ OF THE CONGRESS OF" f'IICROt,E_IA S JOINT COM_,]ITTEEON
FUTURE SI"ATUS, ISSUED _.STATE,IE!!T?'HURSDAY CLARYF'YI_,]C_ST:_TEMENTS
BY U,S. _,!_BASSADC)F,'FRA_i}CLINHo UILLI ";'A,,S,:}HICH!t4PLIED THAT DETAILS
OF U.S. PUBLIC L_'_!IDPOLICY HAD BEEN ENDORSED BY HIS COM{!ITTEE
D[IRI_qGRECENT NEGOTIATIOffS.

SALiI SAID ]'HE U.S. LAND POLICY, WHICH HAS NOt,!BECOME THE
BASIS OF A DEPART'_,E_ITOF INTERIOR PLA!I TO RETURN MICRONESIAN
PUBLIC LA,_DS BY A_ ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, WAS NEVER
AGREED TO BY HIS CO,'h_ITTm_ DESPITE STATE_,IENTSTO THE CONTRARY
'BY WILLIAMS.

SALII NOTED, HOWEVER_ THAT DURING THE LAST FULL ROUND OF "
NEGOTIATIONS THI JO!N'T COF,F_,!TTEEDID ENDORSE "IN PRINCIPLE"
THE U.S, COFIFIIT',:_ENTTO _-'r_,p,,,_.,..:,THE LA_IDS BACK TO THEIR RIGHTFUL
OWNVRS_.. DURING I'_!FORT'IALDISCUSSIONS I"TTt':,._.nWILLIAMS, CONTINUED
SALII, "HF......MADV Ct.EAR OUR PREFERC4ECE TO RETURN THE LANDS HAD TO BE RETURn.
BY EXECUTIUE. n_n_-o TF{E_]_,_E..,,;,_,..,_,_'rBE PERHITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE DREFTING PROCESS A._,_DTHE: =" "D _"",_.:']ALDOCUF;E_ITMUST BE E:,IO_SmD
BY OUR JOINT COM',_ITTEEO,_IFUTURE STATUS."

"THE REASON FOR THIS," EXPLAIHED SALII, "IS THE FACT THAT
THE UNITED STATES HAS ATTACHED EIGHT COHDITIONS THE;" FEEL MUST
BE MET BEFORE THE: LANDS CAN BE RETUE{IED TO THE PEOPLE OF

............MICRONESIA."
--AGREEMENTS WERE REACHED ON ONLY. HALF:OF THESE EIGHT .............

CONDITIONS, HE SAID, .ANDTHESE WERE INCLIIDED IN THE CO_:GRESS'
LAND BILL. OPPOSITIOn; TO .-_HERE_"]AINI_,GFOUR CONDIT!O._IS_,_ERE
THE _ -" VETO OF ,'}_ERIORDr_.AR_r,r_.,IT_,-A_.S OF T}_E THE BILL BY THE i_I" ':'-P""":"
HE SAID.

"AS EARLY AS NOVEMBER 1973, THE JOINT COMMITTEE RESPONDED
TO THE U.S. POLICY S'TATE_IE_ITOilTHE RETI]R!IOF PUBLIC LA}_DS
SAY!_IG THE CONDITIO{,ISSET FORTH BY THE U.S. WOULD BE 'GENERALLY
ACCEPTABLE' TO OUR DELEGATION, BUT ONLY IF CERTAIN ISSUES WERE
SATISFACTORILY RESLOVED."

THESE ISSUED, ACCORDIN_ TO SALII, INCLUDED EMIr:E_]TDOMAItl
POWERS, MILITARY LAND, NILITARY RETENTION LA!,IDS,LANDS _.IO[,/LEASED
BY THE TTRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT, AND PROVISIONS CONCERNING
LAND NEGOTIATIO'_IS !t-ITHE FUTURE."

"THE TRANSCRIPTS OF THE SEVEN'TH ROUND OF TALKS SHOW THE
JOINT COMMITTEE :',;At.lEDTHESE ISSUES AS PROBLE_'_,STO BE RESOLVED.

TO SAY THIS I,IAS_I E,_:DORSE?]ENTIS _4RONG," SALII SAID _-_
CONCERNIqG I,E_4Er_TDO'MAIN, SALII SAID THE TRANSCRIPTS SHOW

THAT ALTHOUGH ."IICRO._!ESIANRECO_I'/IZESTHE U,S. WILL HAVE THIS
POE,lEEBY VIPTU m.... OF T'IE,"""°'r_"'IP,,,,..,.)._._.,_.,AGREErIENT, HE SAID MICRO?ESIA'S.
DESIRE "IS TO SE__THE RETUR._IO_ ALL PUBLIC LANDS TO THE DISTRICTS
A,_IDHAVE THE POWER OF E{'IINENTDOMAIN CURTAILED AND USED ONLY
BY THE DISTRICTS TIIE'ISELVESAS A LAST RESORT, AND NOT BY THF
TRUST TERRITORY GOU_RNMENT.



_' SALII SAID MILITARY LA,_.IDS ALSO PRESENTS A MAJOR PROBLFM.
"THE TRAUSCRIPTS REVEAL THAT WE OBJECTED TO U.S. PUBLIC LAND

POLICY OVER THIS ISSUE BECAUSE THE U.S. PROPOSED TO RETUR._IPUBLIC
L A_3DS ONLY AFTER PROSPECTIVE LA_IDOWNERS AGREE TO ACCO_!riODATE
FUTURE U.S, MILITARY LA,JD REQUIREr_EIITS IF THEY SHOULD ARISE.

"OUR POSITIO,_I _.-.IASTHEN AND STILL IS TODAY THAT APPROVAL
OF U.S. MILITARY _',"D "'_'"'_....,_.,. ._.u_ I_ ADVANCE SHOULD NOT BE A
PRECONDITION FOR THE RE'/URN OF OUR LANDS." SALII DECLARED.

"IN SHORT," _ONTINUED SALII, "THESE ARE THE TWO MAJOR
REASONS FOR THE VETO OF CONGRESS' BILL TO RETURN PUBLIC LANDS.

THE CONGRESS INCLUDED THESE PROVISIOHS IN ITS LAtID BILL_
WHICH WOULD HA_'E.,GIVEN P;ORE PO';rr_:_,,TO THE DISTRICTS TI{EMSELVES_
INSTEAD OF TO THE CONGRESS OR TO THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNME_IT,
THIS APPARENTLY DID NOT SUIT U.S. INTERESTS. THE U.S. INSISTS
THAT THESE EIGHT CO_IDITIO_3S_ OR "STRINGS," BE ATTACHED TO THE
LANDS BEFORE IT IS RETUR_IED TO OUR PEOPLE.

S#LII ADDED THAT FOUR CONDITIONS OUTLINED BY THE U.So IN
ORDER TO RETURN T',-{ELANDS ,,}EREAGREED TO BY THE JOINT COMMITTEE
AND I,_ICLUDEDIN T:-{EVETOED LAND BILL.

HE SAID THE DEPARTC,1EI.ITOF INTERIOR'S PLAN TO RETURN THE
LANDS BY EXECUTIU?_ ACTIO_,I{'1OrINSTEAD OF WAIi'I._3GFOR THE CO#_C_RESS
OF _!CRO_IEg!A TO CO._IVENENEXi" _",F:u_ITHAND POSSIBLY ADOPT A NEW
LA_'IDBILL A(3REEA!3LETO BOTH SIDES CONTRADICT SIATE,,EL,TS MADE BY
AMBASSADOR UILLIA_;I_DURI_IG THEIR LAST FULL ROUNDS I'JEGOTIATIONS.
SALIi SAID AM!_-ASSADOR;,_rlI.LIAfdSWE¢'JTOil RECORD DURING TIIE TALKS
SAYI{._GTHE UNITED STATES WOULD BE "VERY FLEXIBLE '.JITHRESPECT
TO IMPLE,_.IE_.ITAT!OU" OF R_TURNI_'IGi_iCRONESIAN PUBLIC L.4NDS BACK
TO THE DISTRICTS.

"AIYIBAS_ADOR !#ILL!.A_'I'SUORDS DIRECTLY C_.'GRADICT "rile
DEPARTC'IE_"TOF i_,ITERIOR'SACTIONS TODAY," NOTED SALII,,


