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The Presldent's Representative for Mlcrones.lan Status Negotiations _'j'7.t

,- has reached provisional agreement with Marlanas leaders on all major

Issues leading toward the Northern Harlana Islands becoming a Commonwealth

when tileUN Trusteeship for Mlcronlsla Is termlnated. One of the

Issues In these negc,tlations Is the acquisition of about 17,800 acres

on Tlnlan for future development of a base.

2>0_ "

Earlier) vte^had tentatively pla,_ned to develop a multi-purposeUS
base on this Island to serve as a backup for e,_r commitments and

_ facilities In the _4c:sternPacific. If w_^had proceeded wlth this

earlier pl_n the price tag would have approached S300 million.
i_._(_'i;._'_.,,._:,_c,__t::

However,'the_Intern_.tional situation, coupled wlth the current
,,,

econon;ic pinch, dictate that we not 90 ahead wlth such plans at

thls time.

As the President's Representative announced to the Marianas

people last week, DOD at thls tlme plans only to acqulre th/eland

on Tinlan and to uperade the existlng harbor and _irfield to make certain

Ta "the area Is ready for rapid expansion when we need It. .would point

out-that-as-aCommonwealth, this wlll be US sol1 and not subject to

foreign political re strtctlon;_l_ ,
_I_ -_F _

Additionally, _we Intend}to continue "_slng the area as an amphibious

exercise area durln.9 the near term. No military installations are

maintained In the Nc,rthern Marlanas at present.

#,


