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SUBJI DEFENSE PLANS FOR TINIAN (U)

_u) THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF" DE-FENSE SIGNED .A LETTER TO
AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS_ THIS DATE_ UHICH PROVIDES iNFORHATION THE
AMBASSADOR REGUESTED FGR THE MARIANAS STATUS NEGOTIATIONS, TEXT
FOLLO_'_S: OUOTE DEAR AHDASSADOR H1LLIAMS
(U) SECRETARY SCHLESZNGER HAS ASKED HE TO RESPOND TO YOUR
LETTER DF NOVEHBER 25_ 19t4_ SINCE YOU AND I HAD DISCUSSEDTHE SA_E
SUBJECT DURING OUR MEETING O_ THE 26TH.
rC) A8 I INDICATED DURING OUR DISCUSSION, oUR PLANS FOR TINIAN
ARE CHANGING, SEVERAL IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS HAVE EVOLVED OVER
THE PAST YEAR TD CAU3E THIS AND HANY OTHER _OJUSTMENTS IN DEFENSE

PROGRAKSo THE HAJOR IHPACTS OF INFLATION AND DEPARTHENT OF DEFENSE
BUDGET CONSTRAINTS ARE CAUSING A REVIEW OF ALL OUR PRIORITIES, IN

LIGHT OF THE RELATIVELY STABLE SITUATION IN THE ASIA-P_CIFIC AREA_
FULL FUNDING OF THE TINIAN BASE PRCGRAH DOES NOT NO_ HAVE HIGH
PRIORITY. M DREOVER_ THE LEVELING OFF OF PRESSURES TO REDUCE OUR
POSTURE IN ASIA WAS EVIDENT TO HE IN HY RECENT TRIP THERE. IN

SHORT_ CURRENT WORLD CONDITIONS DICTATE AN ADJUSTMENT OF THE REQUIRE
HE NTS FOR THE TINIAN BASE, AND ECONOHIC FACTORS DO NOT PERMIT ThE
_LLOCATION OF SIGNIFICANT DEFENSE RESOURCES IN THE NEAR-TERH FGR

• TINIAN=

(U). HH_LE OUR REVIEW OF THIS SITUATION WILL NOT BE COMPLETE
FOR A _ONTH OR TWO_ WE FULLY RECOGNIZE AND CONCUR WITH THE .NEED TO
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EXPLAIN THE SITUATION TOYOUR MARIANAS COUNTERPARTS°
" I

AS I PROMISED, THE FOLLOWING UNCLASSIFIED GUIDELINES ARE ..
PROVi_DhO"K_GARDINGOUR CURRE'NT PLANNING FOR THE TINIAN U_S£'-"

-THE'INTERNATIONAS SITUhTION NO LONGER REQUIRES THb
, EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF A MuLTI-PURPOSE BASE ON TINIER.

- ECONOMIC FACTORS, ESPECIALLY THE IMPACT OF SERIOUS
INFLATION ON A FIXED BUDGET, ARE CAUSING A RESTRUCTURING

OF MANY ODD PROGRAMS AND PRIORITIES _NCLUDING THE TINIAN
BASE PLANS.
•-_HE 6ASIC REQUIREMENT TO ACQUIRE APPROXIMATELY 17,880

ACR'E5 ON "TiNIAN REMAINS A NEC_S$.ITY. THIS--AC_'_G'E
PROVIDES AN ADEQUATE TRAINING LREAo AIRFIELD AND A
STORAGE AND AUHINISTRATION COMPLEX, ALL OF WHICH WILL BE
MAJOR CONSIDERATIONS AS LONGER RANGE REQUIREMENTS EVOLVE. •
HOWEVER, PORTIONS OF THE LAND _ILL BE BROUGHT INTO USE

' OVER THE LONG-RANGE PERIOD RATHER THAN IN THE NEAR-TERM,
- L_NDS TEMPORARILY IN EXCESS WOULD BE M_DEAVA_LABLE FOR

- ... :OUT GRANTS ANDw IVH_N DEVELOPED, THE FACILITIES MOULD BE
SUmJECT TO THE JOINT US _ AGR::_NT$ WORKED nUT _N T_E

NEGOTIATIONS OR AT THE T I_ FACILITIES BECOME AVAILABLE,
.- - DEFENSE HAS.NO PLAN8 IN THE NEAR-TERM TO CONSTRUCT ANY

PERMANENT. BUILDINGS.
•- INITIALLY, AFTER OBTAINING CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL,
' DEFENSE WOULO UPGRAOE THE E_ISTING HARBOR AND AIRFIELD,

"AND POSSIBLY MAKE MINOR RELATED IMPROVEHENTS. THIS WOULD "
• PROVIDE SUPPORT F0R TRAINING E_ERCISES AND THE CAPABILITY

•:,.. : TO E_PAND RAPIDLY IN AN EMERGENCY.
•. .--PLANS FOR FURTHER DEVELOPHENT OF THE BASE ARE BEINGi

REVIEWED AND ANY REQUIRED CONSTRUCTION _OULD BE COMPLET-
ED OVER A LONG-RANGE PERIOD UNLESS WORLD CONDITIONS -.

DICTATE OTHERWISE.
I WOULD CAUTION THE HAW!ARAB LEADERS TO _VOID ALLOWING THEIR EXPECTA-
TIONS FOR THE MILITARY INSTALLATION ON TINIAN TO EXCEED THE UPGRADING

OF THE EXISTING HARBOR AND AIRFIELD, AT LEAST IN THE NEAR FUTURE_
(C) I AM STILL HOPING THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ACQUIRE ThE LAND _ ....

ON TINIAN IN FEE SIMPLE, WHICH WILL EASE OUR T_SK ON C_PITOL HILL
IMMERSELY. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WE MUST LEASE THE LAND WE WILL =_-......
KNOW YOU PUSHED THEM TO THE BRINI(_

(U) WE REGRET ADDING TO YOUR DIFFICULT TASK BY REVISING OUR "" _____
PLANS FOR TiNI_N AT THIS LATE DATE, HOWEVER, WE WILL "SUPPORT YOU "__7"_-----=_
IN ANY WAY WE CAN TO INSURE YOUR CONTINUED SUCCESS IN THE NEGOTI" =..........
AT]ORS. SINCERELY, UNQUOTE. .,..: ---=_
GDS 31 2EC 8_ ::
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