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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

From December 5 through December 1974, the Marianas Political

>
Status Commission (MPSC) and the United States Delegation met for the fifth
session of negotiations aimed at achieving the long held desire of the
people of the Northern Mariana Islands for political union with the United
States of America.

An opening plenary meeting was held on December 5 at which Ambassador
F. Haydn Williams, the President's Personal Representative, and Senator
Edward DLG, Pangelinan, Chairman of the MPSC, spoke about the progress of the
negotiations and the issues on the agenda for the fifth session, Following
that meeting, yorkingsessions of the MPSC and the U, S, Delegation were held
almost daily, These working meetings were devoted largely to a review of the
needs of the United States for land for defense purposes in the Northern
Marianas, and to a discussion of the terms upon which that land would be
made available to the United States, The effect of the revised U, S. plans for
Tinian ﬁas discussed as well, Considerable time was also spent discussing

and reviewing the draft status agreement prepared by the Joint Drafting Com-

mittee established by the psrties at the close of the previous session
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of negotiations, Finally, a number of issues relating to the transition
Coun %‘:cﬁ?‘rtﬁ"f
of the Northern Mariana Islands to its new political status wereéé;scusgsjﬁ
Agreement was reached between the U, S, Delegation and the MPSC on
virtually all issues which have been raised in these negotiations., These
agreements are reflected in this Joint Communique, and in the attached
[érovisiona{]draft E} thé]"Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United States of Amerjca," w.
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IAND FOR DEFENSE PURPOSES

The total United States need for land for defense purposes in the
Northern Mariana Islands is hectares ( acres), The MPSC
has agreed to provisions in the Covenant which will gssure the United States
that this need will be met, The land will be made available to the United
States by a.leaseﬁéwhich will be executed by the Northern Marianas Government

or by the legal entity established to hold land in trust for the people of the
Northern Marianas, The term of the lease will be 50 years, and the United
States will have the option to renew the lease, without additional payment,

for another 50 years. The United States will make a lump sum payment sehdctr
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4 botal $ for the rights it will obtain under the lesse.

In addition, the United States will leaseback to the Northern Mzriana
Islands very substantial portions of the land for & nominal sum, The
agreenments with respect to the land which the United States will lease may
be sunmarized as follows:

Tinlan., The United States will lease approximately . | nectares
{17,792 acres) on Tinian, This represents a slight reduction from the
original U. S, estimate of need, made in order to permit the Govermment
of the Northern Marilanas to retain control over:_ hectafesf(9 acresﬁ
of waluable land at San Jose Harbor for civilisn harbor related purposes,
The lump sum paymenz which the United States will make for the land it will

lease on Tinian will be $ o

The United States has an important defense requirement for the land

/:)",(.,“" Joe (‘.“, -
which will be leased to it on Tinian. M the long term {10-20 years), the
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landgwilg”be used forgjoint service land, sea and air training and maneuversi]
L2

emnunition storage aad forward logistics, with an operational joint service

airfleld and a developed harbor to support these activities, In the near
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term (2-10 yezrs), however, the major planned use for the land on Tinfan i3 for
ground, sea and air training exercises., To support these near term operations

and o facilitate the rapid build-up in an emergency and the implementation

of the full plans forr Tinian, the harbor at San Jose will be rehabilitated
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(imcludingﬂfebuiiding the breakwater, dredging the chzmnel and repairing the

The limited base concept in the near term will mean that additional
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,j@ has been agreed

land will be available for lease-back.
\) that approximately 1,335 acres south of West Field and at the harbor will

be leased back to the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands immediately

upon their acquisition by the United States.f App?cximately &, 010 acreg north
d¢L) /";3( L \“ /,(* /&( '("‘,/"//J»/‘//‘a//

of Wes Field and east of Broadway4isfpresagtiygﬂndngrZaaseuxo the Microﬁesian
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Development Co*caration/yhns&prratigﬁﬁaghpuldVbe'anaffeceed~by<£his;antange-
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ment:, An additional 1,113 acres north of West Field and west of Broadway
which 18 presently under either grazing leases or homesteaded by individuals
will be acquired by the Northern Mariana Islands Government from the present
owners or lessees and leased to the United States as described above., The
United States, in turn, will then lease this land back to éggi; persons

now using it if they so desire. Thus, the total amount of land to be made

available for civilian use is 6,458 acres,

QEBCLLVEU @avUVE, anav waie.
L
% The fee for all leasebacks will be $1 per acre per year. The ter:igf the
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leasebacks will generally be five years with zn option to renew if the

United States agrees; but the bulk of the land south of West Field will
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be leased back for idlyeafsﬁwith an option to renew with U, S, approval.
g
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Uses of land leased back by the United States must be compatible with
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planned military activitiesa}sucﬁ@@éiagricultumfand grazing. Permenent con-
struction will not be permitted without U, S, approval, [?he land which is
presently under lease will be leased back on terms consistent with existing

x

1ease§;§ The U. S. will be able to cancel any leasgback on one year's notice,
If it must cancel witﬁ@t such notice because ofiéniurgent military require-
ment’.or a national emergency, it will compensate the lessee. The details

of the leaseback arrangement will be contained in a Technical Agreement
regevding United Stetes land use in the Northern Mariana Islands.

Isley Field.

Tanapag Harbor.

Farallon de Medinilla., The United States will lease this uninhabited

island, consisting of approximately hectares (206 acres) under the

terms described above, The lump sum payment for thie land will be $20,600,
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ECONCMICS AND FINANCE
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Bothﬁﬁartie%irecognized that the change in the plans of the

United States regarding the construction of a military base on Tinian
Ll

would; have the effect of reducing the revenues of the new Marianas

Government and the employment opportunities of the people of the

(;;J Besd? 0 e ’/ /

Marianae below previously anticipated levels, It wasé?entativelz/
agread that, in order to compensate for these losses, the levels of
United States assistance to the Northern Mariznas tentatively agreed
to last May would be increased as follows:

$250,000 per year for seven years for the Marianas Mousing
Authority for a special separate program of low-interest loans for new
homes or home improvements for families with low incomes; and

$250,000 per year for seven years for a special educatiénal and
trai;i@g fund go be uééé for retraining people who are dislocated due
to the change In political status; for necessary reorientation of the
curticula of schools in the Northern Marianas; and for im-service training

courses and public administration fellowships for civil service personnel.
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Commonwealth Ccvenant

At the conciusion of the fourth session of these negotiations
a Joint Drafting Committee was established and cherged with the prepara-
tion of a draft status agreement for the consideration of the principals,
The dreft produced by this committee reflected areas of preliminary cgree-
ment and arees where further discussion by the principals was required. K}Pe
parties are pleased to announce that theiii@iscussions during this session
of talks have resulted in provisional agrecment on the attached draft
Covenant to Establish a Commomnwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in
Political Union with the United States of America.

This agrecement is provisional due to the desire of each party to
review carefully certain sections of the Covenant, indicated by an astérisk, before

P

signature, In the casﬁoﬁthe United States such review would include final
consultations with the United States Congress. The MPSC will review the
provisdonal agreement with the Marianas District Legislature and others in
the Northern Marianas, Additionally the €ttached drafi is subject in its

entirety to a thorough technicel review by both parties,

17552



The U, S, Delegation and the MPSC have also agreed that a Technical

Agreement regarding United States Land Use in the Northern Marizna:Islands

/,4/ : (? ) . ':’}_ .
will be execut ed{gnd 1ncorporated by reference intoﬁthe Covenant, The Technicsl
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Agreement will state in detail the matters to be included in the bsee to
the United States, such as provisions describing the land to be leased,
arranging for the settlement of claims and encumbrances, implementing the
agreements with respect-to leasebacks, and dealing with other matters.
The Technical Agreement will also provide for joint use agreements to be

entered into with respect to San Jose Harbor and West Field on Tinian.
,{’ gi‘ Tgn /

Finally, the Technical Agreement will contaln‘the principles which,

unless altered by mutual consent, will govern the relations between the
. .
Jode cpde 0 A e
military erd civil authorities. These principles will include those releting

tpgsccess to beaches and Lisning.ac ivities on lznd lzased to the United
™ . s
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States, tojjoint plenning 2nd development of vtilities, tc schools, medical

cave and fire protection, znd to other matters of conmcern., The Technical
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Agreement will be drafted bygghe Joint Drafting Committee. and presented to
/ i
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the'! partxesﬁlor thetr,aporoval at tne(%amé?timev%s’the final Covenant
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RESUMPTION OF FIFTH SESSION

In view of the progress which has been made, the MPSC and the
U. 5. Delegation have agreed to recess the fifth session of negotiations
to permit necessary technical work to be completed on the Covenant and
F\Mv'l.:iahq I
the Technical Agreement, and to permit each party to review{?entatiyé]
agreements already reached, The fifth session of negotiations will
resume in Saipan on February 3, 1975, at which time the MPSC and the

U. S, Delegation will review the final language proposed for the Covenant

and the Technical Agreement,

Date: December 17, 1974 ETC from previous Joint Communigques



