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"_-I:'_ Dear Mr. Van Niewerburgh-

On behalf of the President, I would like to res-

;_ "I pond to your letter of November 26, concerningi negotiations over the future status of the Northern

• "_'_";" 1 Marlam Islands.

• _" ":•°" _!":'!" ":"?"'_;<'" i • As you correctly point out, these negotia-
• .._.: tlons are being carried out for the United States

' ....""_";'_._v,!.il by Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams, who is the
: "_'-. President's Personal Representative The negotiations

_::i_'!:"_' 1 with the Northern Marlanas are being conducted

'" I separately from the talks with the rest o_ Trust
! Territory in response to repeated and determined
}

:'ii}::'"i":"" ! requests by the people of the Northern Marianas: over the past twenty years. The people of the

North-.rn :_rianas are represP-ted by the Marlanas

. | Political Status Commission (MPSC), a body set up
[

i under the authority of the Marianas District

. _ Legislature. By mutual agreement the negotiations
t

are aimed toward the establishment of a Commonwealth
!

t of the Northern Marianas under United States

sovereignty, which at conclusion of the United

Nations trusteeship would be a part of the American
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_ .i_ be subject to approval bY all of the people of the

No:L'_lern Marianas and by the United States Congress.

_ '_J. One of the _ssues being dealt with in the nego-

tlations relates to basing requirements of the

•__i'_ Department of Defense on the island of Tinian•

_<_; The MPSC, i_cludi_g its two members from Tinian,•o

' _':'_ has already agreed unanimously to United States

, ...... acquisition of some 17,000 acres, or approximately
v,

' _ •_ the northern two-thlrds of the island, for a multi-

i purpose base. The final nature and extent of U•S._/• :_ military basing on Tinian will depend on a number '

I of factors, including satisfactory conclusion of
", |

_:_ the negotiations, our defense needs, and the willing-

• I bess of Congress to provide funds.

•. The newspaper article which you attached to

I your letter refers to a petition originating from

Tinlan, _pposing U•S. plans and calling for an end

:, _ the talk_. This _tition, w___h was dated Ma)"

_'Y 19, 1974, does reflect the views of a certain fac-

tlon on Tinian which has been aiming for wider

circulation of its opinions, flow•vet, the official

view of _he people of Tinlan is reflected in the

concurrence of their representatives on the MPSC

which voted unanimously Lo meet the United 5t,_tes
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•, _, .. _ zequir_en_'s" a_te_Ot_e" _ti_o_ In _u_-_i_n had

d

:' ,_- _ been received. Moreover, a subsequent petition of

,_._.,:. -_ May 29 by a num_rLcally larger group of voters on...., _ _, ;j
_.._'_.___/.: _ Tin,an, the "We Love America Committee', opposed

;'!'_"_i:'!'i_'_:''""_" '- _{ the earlier resolution and called on the Marianas

]'i:';_: :_' '
,,,._:_,.,_...,._ Political Status Commission "to negotiate and

,,,,_- .',¢_..., . _'

:"...:'_'_','"-:._,..,".,_ reach decisions in the many important areas of

"_:-'_e _lose association such as land needs, economic
_.:_:_.;_....
•'""_:._'.:" needs, political status and transition to and for

• _:_7._.'":,'.

._...,,_... the benefit of all the people of the Mariana ,

, •..___2_'_ ''"_ :"_:_i..i '
•....,._.,!.,.- Islands Distrlct".

.,, _. _,"._.

.... . 7:_,_2.=:'.,._ _. It may be of further interest to note that a
:. _-_,_., ".

" " recent letter of November 13 addressed to Ambassador
, ._;_.: .

•_,-._!_ Will_ams and signed by the Speaker of the Tinian

_ r d' ': 4; Municipal Council and by the Tinian representative

' "..: in the Marianas District Legislature endorses the
.';_ . ; '1

- : ",?. , ,,
...._ • . U.S. land requests on Tinian and the direction of

._...,.. current neqotiatlons with the MPSC. A copy of this

•': letter _s attached for you_ information.

" _ I am confident that the direction of our nego-

' tlatlons with the MPSC accords with the will of the

people of the Northern Marianas, including Tinian.

'" I can assure you that Ambassador Williams will con-

_.'- tinue to make every effort to discern and respect

; the w_shes of the Northern MarLanas.

' Sincerely, I
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