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_ RELEASE)
ISSUES

S_

_MORTON SECRETARIAL ORDER TO RETURN TRUST TERRITORY _
• PUBLIC LANDS TO MICRONESIANS)

.:.... WASHINGTONo DeC, DECEMBER 28 (.HNS).--SECRETkRY OFTHE
INTERIOR ROGERS CoB. MORTON ANNOUNCED:FRIDAY (DECa 27 HASH_NGTON
TIME) THE ISSUANCE OF A SECRETARIAL ORDER HHICH HILL RETURN A_L
UNUSED PUBLIC LANDS IN THE TRUST TERRITORy OFTHE PAC,|FIP..,.._\

.- ISLANDSTO LOCAL MICRONESZAN OHNERSHIP AND CONTROL, THE \
.. SECRETARYVS ORDER_ HHICH HILL BE MADE pART OFTHE'TRUST

TERRITORY CODED PROVIDES THE LEGAL FRAMENORK FOR EACH DZSTRIC
" " OF HICRONESZA TO REQUEST AND RECEIVE.TITLE ¢0 APPLICABLE

" ' PUBLIC LANDS HITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.
: THE GOAL OF THE SECRETARIAL ORDER IS TO FULFILL REPEATED

• MZCRONESTAN REOUEST THAT TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT'PUBLIC
LAND (ABOUT 6e PERCENT OF THE LAND.AREA OF MIGRONESIA) BE
FINALLY_RELEGATED TO DISTRICT ONNERSHIP AND 'THE SECRETARIAL

.... ORDER NAS ISSUED AFTER CONSULTATIONS NITH MICRONESIAN
REPRESENTATIVES GOING BACK OVER A YEAR AND A ,HALFo 'THE
SECRETARIAL ORDER CALLS FOR EACH DISTRICT LEGISLATURE TO .SET
UP A LOCALLY CONSTITUTED "LEGALENTITY" OR LAND BOARDTO,HOLD

_*_.... ': TITLE
_:. _

THE PURPOS_ OF THE ORDER IS TO IMPLEMENT "THE ,ROVISIONS _j

OF THE UNITED STATES POLI:Y STATEMENT OF NOVEMBER 4, _,,_ TO I!

DOMAIN ANDTO ESTABLISH ADJUDICATORY BODIES'WHICH MAY UTILIZE
TRADITIONAL MEANSp WHEN APPROPRZATEe FOR SETTLEMENT _OF CLAIMS

...... TO'TITLE OF RIGHTS IN THE LANDS TRANSFERREOo AND TO AUTHORIZE
'_. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, UPON k FORMAL REOUEST .BY A DISTRICT

.- .. LEGISLATURE, TOCONVEY CERTAIN PUBLIC LANDS'TO SUCH A LEGAL
ENTITY HITHIN EACH DISTRICTo

'THE DISTRICT LAND BOARDS WILL ALSO BE REgUIRED TO ABIDE BY
CERTAIN SAFEGUARDS AND LIHITATIONS INCLUDEDIN THE SECRETARIAL
ORDER AND DESIGNED PRIMARILY TOFACILITATE ADMINISTRATION_ ONCE
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THE PUBLIC LANDS ARE TRANSFERRED TO DISTRICT LAND BOARDS=
• REVENUES REcEIVEDFROM THOSE PUBLIC LANDS HILL ACCRUE TOTHE.

D_STRICT LEGISLATURES o
c_<:._,r..., NITHTHE ISSUANCE OFTHE SECRETARIAL ORDERo NHXCH _S _NUHBER
":_"""'_ 2969o THE NEXT STEP IN THE PROCESS OFTHE PUBLIC.LAND RETURN.IS

FOR ANY DISTRICT DESIRING TRANSFER OF PUBLIC .LANDS TO SO INFORH
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER THROUGH A RESOLUTION OFITS DISTRICT
LEGISLATURE, THE LEGISLATURE MUST.CREATE A ".LEGAL ENTITY" OR

: • LAND BOARD HHXCH COMPLIES NITH THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE
- SECRETARIAL ORDER TO RECEIVETITLE ANDCONTROL= THE D%STRZCTS

MAY ALSO.ESTABLISH A LOCAL ADJUDICATORY BODY TO DECZDE UPON
THE/FINAL RIGHTFUL OHNERSHIP OF 'THE.LANDS IN gUESTION=

SEgRETARv MORTON ANNOUNCED THE NEN ORDER'IN A LETTER'TO
' THE SPEAKER AND THE PRESIOENT OF THE CONGRESS _OF MICRONESZA.
.:_;_- THE TEXT .OFTHE SECRETARY'S LETTER HAS ALSO ,MADE PUBLIC TODAY=
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