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To allow the transfer and conveyance of certain public lands from the
Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands :_0 legal entities
in each of the six districts ; to empower the'Hish Commlssfoner to transfer

&

and convey such lands; to prescribe certain limitations, reservatlons, and ; . "
conditions to such transfers and conveyances; and for othe_ purposes.'

i • :
i

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA:' - i

1 Section i. Short Title. This act shall halknowa as the :..
• i-
i I "-_. 1 "'L " '

2 • "Public L d Act of 1974." ' ', ' ' '
• . f t.

3 " " Section 2. Purpose.' The purpose of dais act is to provide ,i

4 fortheretu=ofp_nclands_oth_p_opleo/mc_nes!a,noare
j • . " /

5 .. the rightful owners thereof; to authorize _ empower each of the

" ' _ ! dist_ct legislatures to create or to desolate a le_ entit_ or

i __ _ i_di_i__ohold_ topublioi_o__n _a_"
I

/

, 8, ,, #lstrict in t r_,t for'the peoples the_of and to manage ?r dispose of the .

9 same; to authorize and empower each _tstrtct legislature to enact laws
/

l0 provldin..g,$.or.the.exercise of the pp_wr of :acqulrlng land. _,.r.public

ii purposes_an4 to est_llsh adJudlca_ory bodies which may utilize traditional

12 means, whgn desired, for settlement of claims of title to or rights in"

13 _he _,and_transferred;, and to authorize the Hi_ Commissioner to convey

it+ c,ertp.!n •public _ands within e_ch district to such legal entitY or entities.
.,- -.

15 , i,_e,ct%on,3,,Definitions. As used in this act,uDl, e_,it is

16 9_ise provide d or t he_,context, requires' a..different ConstructiOn, '1

17 appl$._p£1on or ,meaning" .... ,.

18 ,,(l),,','Distr$Ct.'" meansany of the' administrative clistricts

19 of.,_.e.,T,rust Territory of the Pacific Islands as described .inSection 1,

20 T_e 3, of the Trust.Territory Code. . .,

" 21 _':' _" : " "" "" "' " ..... : ""..,, ,.,,.(2) "District Legislature" means any of the chartered dlatrlct
.. -,

_._ ]_._i_latures of, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,

t...._o_S





,/ ' , ,

:' !. ":"
. " , ,.

I. apply in connectionwith any dlsposlti0nof lands under this paragraph, .,.

2 and PROVIDED...FUKrHER, that, no lands may be Sold, leased, exchanged, or in :.
'I " .'. , , *, • .

3 any •other way disposed of to the United States or any agency or political •

4 subdlvlslon thereof except upon authority spedfically granted by ,. :
-. . .

5 resolution of the dlstrict _leglslature, subsequently approved by the ..i..'
i'•" 1 '" • :•" -•

".6 Congress of Hicronesia, ' _ '_" ' '" '... "' ;b
i

7 " (d) to enter into contracts, :sue or be sued, and ' .: , ..:

8 have such other powers and duties as may .be ne_saary :or appr0prlate ": :

': . - ..... ', ' =- :."..... . /... "" , .', k" . , I '" ;;

9 to further the purples of this act, and . : . " ' '_: "

10 • . " (e) tonegotlate in good _th. tO. meet the land I : .'

ii requirements of the Unlted States; /. ' • "'- • ..'

12 ' (2) establish an ad]udieato_ bodY to resolve claims" disputes ""

13 as to titles or rights. in .land tr rred to such legal entity or entiti s;

14 PKOV_DED, HOWEVER. that no suchbo 7 shall..:have the authority to . i •

15 redetermineany clalm or dispute _ to right 0r title to land between
16 parties or their successors or assigns where such claim or dispute has

-' .. : ' ' L "• •

17 been finally determined by a _:andcommission or a court of Competent
_:, _ ., e :. L

18 Jurlsdiction on the merits of such claim, and not on the basis of a pNor
,r '°

!

19 determination by a Land Title Officer or by any other agency or official '

20 prior, to the establishment Of the Land Comm/ssi0nfor the dlstrlct, and'
•, . I , .',,i t i. .• ,• . . . •"

., :: ,.... • .::

21 all final determinations 'arising therefrom shall be re___sJudieata; and

22 PROVIDL_,, F_,HER._, that al.certified,copy Of all dete_Qin_tions of such

23 ad_udicat0ry bodies, as. to title of lands within a district shall be ;"

i24 recordedwith the District Re istrar and with the Clerk of Courts;
o11|1,, ,,. '' .

25. " (3)"establiah procedural rules,and re ations for such ,{"
- ' ..... " • .... J:q"C',:,' "' :. -"".', _" • :. "'. ,_..;. ,t'_.:,.._::,:,, , , '._?t_.;_."_.., ? ' "". .......'. -. "" _' ...... !t ._:1"_,._d';'_._;_:,k__. .,. .- ;... .

:!_' " ""' :"' ' '_'.l: : ' '" .""'"

: _1 ' _ "' _ ,,,i_ " "
', .... " ,.': :l %._'_'_,• , . ' L_,_)_ do, ":', " "I i , . . '.._."
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/ ' j; . . • , , . ; ." ._ •

..... . • , • • , . | ,

• . '.o a

i ladJudicatory body whlchmay inciude use of local, tradlt_onal rules not . '_ •
.. '% , -

,° ° ,° I . •.
-: .. , . • _ , :

2".,. in conflict with applicable law; PROVIDED i H_+EVER,. that.,the requirements ,..:+'..:.":. +)

• " " "" i-t_ +" "" "" ' "J'
"+:'3 of due 'process shali be +incorporated therein wh_ Shall Include the ; " .:+

. 4 • rlght to a trial de novo upon appeal to the High Court by any party to a ..:":";'
•. .. -.

• 5 •dispute lavolv[ng a claim or right to lands and who has been _grle_d• . " ;. +: '_
" " " • + " " . .+, i

, '':+".6+i' by the adjudication of.the"distrlct adjudicatory body; " " ..•..
• + .. ., , ,:, . *.

:'., ..',_,i:. '.'J" (4) authorlze ila'district legal entltyto, exercise the . .,
';.+_ "" , . •
_'_ I " ° " i .

_' 8 power of acqulrin 8 land for public.: purposes., and to this end,_, the..:,...dlstrlct..." "" ' "" " " +_l
9 legislature is autho_zed to enact l_as. and establ_shprocedures .theze£or;and

•t " • " • '

I "10 . (5) establish a.program, for h+_e-steading on the land . .
'+-- " '. "" ""_" :" i • _- ..... ..... "'+'. • " - " .

i ii transferred to the legal entity,or ent/Eies"'c_ated or designated pursuant
I
1 1"2 to this act and authorize s'uch.legalentity or entities to ad_nister

13 such program,. :i
m

I

i

'_' 14 " + .+Section 5, Authority of the _i_ Commissioner. The High Commissioner

: 15 is authorized and directed to convey, pursuant to the.provisions of

16 this act, to a district legal entity or entities all rlght, title and
.. ; , ._._'"__

17 interest of the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islan.ds:.-'-'"
I , i . • ; 'I. , ..-

18 in public lands, ': ; ; ,- , _..' .- "_"

19 Section 6. Reservations. No_thstmnding +the.P+rovlsio._.of
I,I _ '- _ . .. , ; .- " +

• . --.

.+ 20 Section 5 of this act,.the"Hi_h Commissioner shall no_ conveyto a
' I • " , I ., I , • ' .,. ". if"' " '

tle 'interest C '21 district legal entity or entities any right, ti or to pub]/
,,.,' ., , , , I I ." _'I ,I II.|I III

, _ i ",' " i ,
• . .+., . .

22 lands in the following ca_egories:" _ .. "....
,1' I1" l'lli,'.l I " I

23,., , _ i.,.(1) Public lands actively used by' the Government I ' ';'

24 of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or +_._agencies:I I .il, ' ,I. IIII| I,I I, • • '" ' ,I I+ '.ill I". i

25 inst ,ru_. ntal/ttes, or, polirJ:cal subdivisions thereof, as. of the,, effective
': ,.'" ";: • - ' "' .ii ,:,++-..... r,:, ,_ " • , :;..r,.;: _,l ''. .....'-'_:" .... T".';"' '++;"',.'_:._'_"" "" - .-+; " " _.

,, .i, 1 . ,. '.,, +,...,..,'_ .,.:; _'"-_..,+-._.: ,_ .

' . ,l." <ill', .... , • " '
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.[ is rep.eaed, and•an ChepteZ is a ed to  tle ...
• "" "" : "_ ": :'I: '

e .. , .: | ! / .... . . . .2 . I0 to r ad as fo!l_s.'.,.- : _ : . .. ...
"- ,.." ; . ". I '; ". ..

3 .. • _ . ,;.." : • "A_UIKI_G LAND FOK PUBLIC PURPOSES . '"
@

• . •..;..
4 , , .... , .i: i , Chapter 1 "- "• ' i • . ". .,-' b" : ' "-• ....

m
/

.. - . :, | ." .... .

5 ' GENERAL PP_V_SIONS - ..
q

0 ' "" /!,*< i :'" " '
6 "Sections -,: ..,.," .. ' • " .

7"-'_ ' 1.., Purposa, ':i, _."-...., _-,:'':.,_ .. • ' . •
, | - ._ # •

." , . | . ; " •.

8 2. 'Power denied private corporations. ,. ,
I J'

9 3. Definitions. _ ,, '

i0 /Section i. Purpose. The purpose of this Title is to establish procedures
, f •

Ii to be followed by the Gove'rnment of the'Trust Territory and district

: their to12 governments to exercise powers acquire real property,for public

13 purposes, i, " " " > ,.._ '
II

14 Section 2. Power denied private corporations. No private corporation
I

15 except as may be authorized by a district leglslature pursuant to
, ,! ,

16 the provisions of the Public Land Act of 1976 shall have the right
: . . '..

17 to acquire real'property for public.purposes. ....... , . , ,
. . .........._:::... _

6 e +

p

• .., .: .. .,

18 Section 3" Definitions. As used in this Chapteri t}_e following ....

19 terms shall have the meaning set forth bel_¢:

20 , (i) "Acquiring Land for Public Purposes" is the rlf_ht,,
!

21 of the Government of the Trus_ Territory, or a district government

22 or a 4_str_,c_legal entity_as may be provided for by dlstrlctr. ,

23 1_ _,,_cordance .with the Public Land Act of 1974 to acquire.

24. .privatepr,o_erty for public purposes and to.appropriate the.owner- _.

..._ - _" ."., _,.... , ' ,., _" • .. .
' J '

•,_ . _ , _ . . ........... ":

' - '



_ b

I --

1 upon paying the owner a _ust compensatlon to be ascertained
g

q

2 . according to the i_4. The right may'be exercised by the ._-_ .... . .

3 Government of the Trust Territory only after a district _5_rnment _'_ "i.
.| ,- - -" . . . .wpP . •

4 • or a district legal entlty has refused £o exercise.... ._e p_er, or has;':"

5 failed to act upon a request b_ the IEi_"Commlssioner. to"exercise the
• -.. ..

6 power within one year of'_e aate of su_ _equest,
O

7 (2) "Public Purposes" shall be c0nstruedto cover

8. any purpose determined" by the High Commissioner to be a pub3/c purpose ':
9' wherein the rl_t to acqu/ring land for public purposes is sought to

,
i0 be exercised by the Governn_nt of the: Trust Territory of the Pacific

ii Islands,. or.any purpose determined to"be a public purpose by a dlstrlct

IZ government or a district legal-entity as may be appropriatewhereln the

13 right _q acquire land for gubllc purposes is .sought tO be e_ercised

14 pursuant to district law or the provisions of the Public Land Act of 1974.

15 Section 4.' Limitation of Power. Prior to exercising the power "

16 of acquiring land for public purposes the Trust Territory Government,

17 or a district government or a district legal entity as may be provided

18 for by, district law in accordance with the Public Land Act of 1974 shall:

19 ..... I _ (1) negotiate in good faith with the land owners for the

"20 puKchase o_ .'the rea I property determined to be necessary for public purposes;

)J,21 ,,,,,,,I ,,, ,(2) attempt to acquire the r ropertT, determined to be
I

22 neceps:ary f?,_ public purposes by using the/tradir-lonal and custo_ry meth0_s

, . : [,.

eval n i that district." -- '

24 'i , (2). The chapter title of Chafer 3 o£ TitlelO of the. •
Trust Y _ito .'_ode is _mended to re d as follows" : '. ',, "25 ,,_; ,, FT,, , _/d as ,. . ,.

•. .. • . ,/ _ ,., .,_,..:-._'.._....,.'_.-_-:- ,,:j.,:,,_ • .
I I , ,., | ' • I . _ I .'. . • "

" ' " '"t . ' '-" '"
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/ ...- -I • " "l " .......... .......... _.._ " " __, a_ .

'. ' r . .... - - .. •
. _ '_ .

s 1 ' • " Chapter 3.;.'-- . "• . . • .. , .

i i I " •

' 2 • ACQUIRING LAND F0R PUBLIC PURPOsEs "..-PROCEDURE AND PROCEEDINGS': ." .. .;..! I
B

I 3" .-.-... •(3) sectlo.nlla  tle67 of Trust ze,: tory Cod . -.

I

• . 0 !

4 is hereb7 amended to read _ks follows :

t '5 ' "Section 112. Conduct a£ hearings. In conducting hearings,
4

O

6 each Land Commission and each land registration team shall be guided by, but

4 "" 7 need not confom to, the Trust Territory Rules of Civil Procedures and the
0

8 Rules' of Evidence. Each Commission and each reglstra_on team is
• • i

"" _

9 autho_zed to consider sllch evidence as will be helpful in reaching a
t

i0 Just decision. Neither _ Commission nor a land reglstratlon team, however,
,

I I ' 11 shall endeavor to redete_Inlne any matter already de_ded, between the same.

i, i 12 parties or,those under.w}tomthe present parties claim, by.Jsd_ent of

!;I ' 13 a court of competent'._u_%sdlction on the merits of such claim and not

! 14 on the.basls of a prior determination by a Land Title Officer or by any
I _ .'-

,] -15 other agency or official prior to the establishment of the Land Commission

16 for ,the district, or a et_'rmlnation made in accordance with the authority
II | ...- . .. ' ..

I_ 17 provid.edby Subsections (2) and (3) of S'ection 4 of _l_e Public Land Act

18 of 1974. All Commission._ and land registration teams shall accept such

19 prior determination as b lndlng on such parties wlthout-_rther evidence

2_ than the Judgmen_ or determination of ownership. AI_ hearings shall be
! •

"21 p.ub!$c.andevery person e.lalmlng an interest in'land under consideration

2_- sha%!,_e,,giy@n .a_.qpP?_n%_y to be heard. Hearings must be hel_ in the

23 municIpali._y _B which th_ land involved lles and when pr_¢tlcable,shall b_ °'"
. -.

24- held. IB...,t_;.v_llagein w}_ICh or near which the land lies.,,_.'_Al_...pa_.le_,.

25 including anYl1:epresentatJ.ve(appointed j_utde_sectlonl 11._ of l_is Chapter
, _. _*' .. ,.- , . • _ _- :. ._ _ . . . ., _r .-_': _ ..." . • "

% . - . * .

_,I _t !;/ :i:;i,., , _.i,;. '.."i':':'"
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