
(STATUS COMMISSIU_ i,_gEfSCHA,_BER OF COMMERCE)-

" . SAIPAN, FF2,. 12 (_NS)---MEY, BERS OF THE r4ARIANAS POLITICAL_ C

OF COMMERCE ON SAIPAN TO PRESENT THE_i WITH THE ACCO_!PLISHMENTS I
OF THr. LAST ROUND OF TALKS _ET_{EEN THE MARIANAS AND U.S. |

COUNCIL HALL IN CHALAN KA_',"OA%

' THE FIVE-HO!JR MEETI_:_$RANGED OVER POLITICAL EDUCATION, J-_t:_bKU.S. LANrD REgUIRE!,_,ENTS, U.S. LAWS TO BE MADE APPLICABLE TO
THE M ARIANAS_ MARIAN,S FINANCIAL NEEDS AND THE PL_ESCITE.
SENATOR EDWARD PANGELINAN, CHaiRMAN OF THE COMMISSION, "
SUMMARIZED THE LAST MEETING BE-fWEEN THE U.S. _.ND MARIAN:%S
GROUP. HE SAID THAT AT THE CONCLUSION OF TALKS BETPEEN THE

TWO DELEGATIONS, WHEN AGREEMENTS ON SEVERAL KEY ISSUES
HAVE BEEN REACHED, THE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE WiI.L
REVIEW THEM AND INSTITUTE A PROGRAM OF POLITICAL EDUCATION,
AND THE FINAL DECISION WILL WILL HAVE TO BE MADE BY THE PEOPLE
OF THE MARIANAS THEk_SELVES.

AN INTERESTING EXCHANGE AT THE MEETING OCCURRED WHEN ONE
MEMBER OF THE CHAMB_'R OF COMMERCE ACCUSSED THE COMMISSION
OF CAMPAIGNI5_3 ON ONE ISSUE AND NOT POLITICAL EDUCATION.
DR. CARLOS CAMACHO STATED THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS
SHOULD BE GIVEN OTHF.R ALTERNATIVES, RATHER THEN ONLY ONE--
COM_4ONWEALTH OR A PERYANENT ASSOCIATION WITH THE UNITED
STATES. HE WENT ON TO CHARGE THAT THE COMMISSION IS NOT
CONDUCTING ITS POLITICAL EDUCATION PROPERLY. DR. CA!_ACHO
ADDED THAT NOT VERY MANY PEOPLE CAN EXPRESS THEIR OPINION
IN A MICROPHONE.
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. , SENATOR PANSSLINAN COUNTERED BY SAYING THAT THE
COMMISSION IS t_ANDATZD BY LA':'._;_,_ACTEDBY THE _A.RIANAS
DISTRICT LEGISLATURE EST,ABLISHI;,,_ THE CO!IC,!!SSIO!t_ ,,_HICH
PROVIDES THAT THE CO_:!_ISSION ,...,ILL NESOTIATE A STATUS CLOSE
TO THE UNITED STATES• HE SAID THE O,_,}LY t,_AY THE CO_,U,!ISSiO:,, T
CAN NEGOTIATE ON OTHER ALTER_.}ATIVES IS BY A,_,_END!_,_3THE LA',_.

OTHER NE._!BERS VOICED THEIR OPI_]IONS ON TF,E PROGRESS OF
THE TALKS_ ENPHASIZI!,_G THAT _'EGOT!ATIONS SHOULD BE CENTERED
ON ,,!HATTHE ['IARIA_'_ASt,!A;_TS,_..T WHAT THE U.S WANTS TO
OFFER. A 9UESTION ,-!.'_.SRAISED ON t,IHETHER THE U.S. CO_'J@RESS IS
BEING CONSULTED ON .',!AJORAREAS OF DECISION• THE CHAIRMAN
ANS'4ERED THAT SEVERAL CO_,I,.',IiTTEESOF THE U.S. CONGRESS ARE
CONSULTED ON THE STATUS OF THE ON-GOI_$_ TALKS. HE DECLARED
THAT AFTER THE TALKS ARE CO!,IPLETED AND AEREEMENTS REACHED
ON KEY ISSUES, THEY ARE SUBJECT TO POLITICAL SCRUTINY BY
THE U.S. CON@RESS.

OTHER AREAS OF CONCER!,! OF THE CHAI_BER r.,!E!,I3ERS'.!ERETHE
JOBS THAT WILL BE LOST ,.,_HENTHE HEADOUARTERS F.,OVESAFTER A
CHANSE IN STATUS, AND THE [_ONEY THAT WILL BE INVOLVED.
PAN@ELI.NAN SAID THE COMMISSION IS MONITOR!_3 THAT MATTER
CLOSELY AND AN AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE CO_,IMISSION '_AS FORMEP_
TO STUDY SUCH PROBLE!_S. ONE OTHER MAJOR CONCERN HAS TO DO
UITH JOBS WHICH THE CHA_]BER FEARED WILL BE EXPLOITED BY
OUTSIDL-RS TAKING At"AY THE OPPORTUNITY THE PEOPLE OF THE
MARIANAS SHOULD HAVE. PANGELiNAN ADMITTED THAT THIS IS

A "TOUGH AND DIFFICULT POSITIOH_" BUT TrEE COI_MISSION AGAIN
IS STUDIE_- THE MATTER.

THE MARIANAS SENATOR POINTED OUT THAT THE MILITARY
ALONE WILL OPEN 3_0 TO 5_8 JOBS TO ABSORB THOSE Ei!PLOYEES
THAT WILL LOSE THEIR JOBS AT THE CHAN3E OF STATUS. HOTELS
AND OTHER PRIVATE BUSINESSES ARE ANOTHEJR AREA IN WHICH
SOME OF THE EMPLOYEES MIGHT WORK.

MUCH OF THE DISCUSSION LATER CENTERED ON LAND ALIENATION
AND THE U.S. LAND NEEDS ON TINIAN_ TANAP#G H_RBOR AN_--TTiDI
JOINT U__ PANGELINAN ASSURED THE CHA!,}BER
MEMBERS THAT SOME OF THE SUGGESTIONS AND RECO;_MENDATIONS
MADE BY THE CHAMBER _ILL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY THE CO.M_dlSSION
DURING THF COURSE OF ITS NEGOTIATIONS.
(CHAIRMAN OF VOS COMMISSION TO VISIT TT)

SAIPAN, FEB. !2 (MRS)---THE CHAIRMAN OF THE U.S, FOREIGN _._.._.
CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION, J. RAYMOND BELL, IS SCHEDULED TO
VISIT THE TRUST TERRITORY FEBRUARY ._G TO A SPOKEMAN

WITH THE MICRONESIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION BASED ON SAIPAN IN THE -_--_ u_.
MAR IANAS. 0_BELL WAS APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON TO HEAD
THE FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLE'lENT COMMISSION IN NOVEMBER LAST YEAR. /_M<J;A-_-
HE SUCCEEDED LYLE S. 3ARLOCK AS CHAIRMAN.

THE PURPOSE OF BELL'S VISIT TO SAIPAN IS TO MEET ',,'ITH .,%/.,u_ /

MEMBERS OF THE MICRONESIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION AND DISCUSS PLANS

CONCERNI_ THE ORDERLY DISPOSITION OF SOME II,0g_ CLAI_IS FILED -'_v_ _%'_I _>

BY MICRONESIANS FOR _,IARAND POST-SECURE LOSSES OR DAMAGES, /_ _ /_/_PRIOR TO THE DEADLINE COMPLETION DATE OF THE CLAIMS PROGRAM _.G'_

THE MICRONESIAN CLAIMS COMMISSIOn!, wHICH WAS CREATED BY

THE MICRONESIAN CLAIMS ACT OF 1971, IS UNDER THE CONTROL AND _ :_
DIRECTION OF CHAIRMAN BELL.

BELL ATTENDED NEH YOR_4 UNIVERSITY AND ATTAINED HIS LAW
DF_REE FROM THE ATLANTA LAW SCHOOL, WITH SUBSEQUENT ADMISSION
TO THE BAR OF GEORGIA, THE DISTRICT OF COLU:,!BIA AND NEW YORK.

PRIOR TO HIS APPOINT_!ENT TO TPE COMMISSION, HE HAD SERVED
AS VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE COLU_,_IA ENTLRTAINMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS

COMPLEX. IN ADDITION. BELL HAS SERVED ON THE EDITORIAL STAFF 03_0_



OF NE_:#SPAPERS IN ATLA.NTA AND DETROIT, AND HAS BEEN AN (_FFICER
OF A MAJOR AIRLINE I_] THE UNITED STATES.

BELL IS ALSO WELL-_-,'._'.IO'_NIN THE FIELD OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
AND IS A M _'r._,_.BEROF THE PUBLIC REL,_IONS,__" SOCIETY OF A_21CA.,: _
ACTIVE IN. MILITARY MATTER c._,HE HAS WON VAR Tn''c_A_,'ARDSAND
CITATrONS FRO_! THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION.

THE CLAIMS COM_ISSiON CHAIR_'_AN WILL BE ON SAIPAN UNTIL
FEB. 21.
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