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"   ier:one " ' ....::'"""' " • I_ ¢, _ = " "_" _" " • _ - -,"" ;:';":_"• . b .
• x_,+_"atioffsover the future status of Micronesla, the ":- • • ,'.._:, :':_-.''• ,,e_,oa . • ' - - • - t. .-

,. United Nations... trust islands inthe .Pacii_e,._.have,, taken,._,::- _ :-,.,,a-,':i;':: • ; ::..C_I!:_;.:."::.-.; . . . . . .... -..... :.:...:.%.;-._..:::._;.'.:.'_>".,,_ _._,_._.:.-
- -- newturn. - • • . , ,-,-. . . . ... .....,_--., :.....,.:_z._..:__,.,.;_<._.
" " ; " It used to be that :M_eronesianleaders were pressing Ior -.. " .. -2_ .:,-_;_._'r:___;,;

; .::_':::i::' . ._ ' - . "." .' _ v " i " " " ::-" L _': ;_,:;,_--:',
• :_-..... :. ' : an early settlement while the U.S. was holding bac'.c. Now. _ .- _!.:':'Y.__i':-:,

- : : :': .... ; , it is the other way around," " ' ' i ' • ":'_!:.<!_-_:.:'"
. ....: :. ,. _, _•.. The U.S, m the pas_ year has shown ztselfready to str!k_. : . ,..,.,, .:,

•. " .- . • , - adeal, but the _¢,ieronesiaus now are maneuvering z0r • " ..,. ... .., "
wi

: more time. ' _ "",*;.

" " 0fi " "- •., SENATOR Lazarus Sa!il, chief negotiator, seemed t ,..: :_ ... :i
' .. ;• have made a deal more than a year ago, but was asked by.-.._: "- ""• .. ___

" the Congress of Micronesia to go seek another, tte was"':'].., o. -
• _' .close to another agreement late last year when'the Ni- :,_ ....

" ,,. eronesians broke off the talks, claiming the U.S. was offer-: .-_:: _ .. . •
, .: ing an inadequate future subsidy, "" '_ "' :,

'-..:-'. This month, Salii suggested to the Congress of Mieroneo. ',.,_._" ' " ' "" '"" -- tsin what the real trouble may.be. He said a general lack of .': [ " "
• ' political a.wareness still hampers the people of Mieronesia " - • '

. " .from making a meaningful choice of a future politica ! :_; .. "
," "" status• - • -.: ;,'- ' : :

" America has indicated it is willin_ to help i_ that area, _ ,_...-___-'- ..'.._

• . -.. toe. ' . .. " " , ," - _':_"-: .... ' /_.
.. , - . ," Interior Secretary Rogers Morton in his 3an. 22 }/Iessage ">._.',:.,'. - : -. _-,: :: "

• • " _ " to Mieronesia promised the U.S.will support both a Constt- tl ._'. ':,.!.: :,- :.:i_ ...
: ;'• " • : tutional Coavention and a greatly e'xpanded program of : .'_'i • " "-" •

.. :: .education for self-government. ..
- He spoke of the next three years as a decisive turnin_. .. • .

: •' point in Micronesia's.hist0ry, and implied a U.S. desire to "D . ,., f •

. •'-• •_ • " "" , I

• _. . see matters settled no later thanthat- meaning b_/the endNixon a-'m'_:s_ra_'n.-_,,,,_ _ -,y . • : "".- ' : . '_,:.-:"of the
' "" '".- Morton also •offered to return ....public lands to control of-.., . . "--"

. "- " " i! " the six local districts -- the MaHanas, Yap, Palau, "l'ruk, ".:Ponape and the Marshalls. And he said Micronesia can be . . . _.-
":- opened to foreign business investment starting Aprill,:" "" .. _

" ":: though the U.S.will still retain a case-by-case veto over the : :: " . "._ ., . • . .

:; • •issuance of business permits. ' ".._ . :; .

•" "The right to self-determiflation__is yours,".xNortOnmoresaid in.::.._ :.....,., •
: .._ ." -"his message• At the moment America seems active

': " than Micronesia in pressing for the decision... ." ;-;."--: • •
" " -i: , Sen: Salii has responded .by suggesting 1981should be the,'-,, .j. '..-" :."i:'.:."_i"."

"_,, target date for comolete, self-g0vernment in. Miez'onesia i'n:". -" _ . •- .i:"T."'.:'
:: a phased movement from a constitution to be effective in ...... -.-=

! r,?._


