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From: Adriande Graffenrled,LA
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!: . Sub,l: LegalRequirementsto the MarlanasParticipationin the CON
. 'i ConstitutionalConventionin Saipan '..-

". _

-_,-.:.. ": There.aretwo primarylegalissuesinvolvedin discussingthe above

subject: (l) Is'theMarianaIslandsrequiredto particpatein the CO)l... ..;

_ _:; Constitutio_lal Conve_ltion?; (2) Does a permanent resident: of the MartanaL: .;.v

:' "-_:<_:;?:::_:.:i:;.: Islandshave a rightto•requirethe MarianaIslandsDistricttoparticl-/:.j_..."•..'.'_"_';_'7 -_ "_" -." - -r" "'_. "; ,_-_;-t'_"- -. " " _? ..... " .' ...... - " " " "

--_. ., ":,:-'_-.-:-pate,_noaConsc'_cutiona]Conventlonthatw_ll determinea future..-:,-..._.:.::.,.: .
" • _:.?-::_L_:_i_-;_-"L(!_;'L_,_':-.:_.::_:c:77_}_6.:::;;_._.':',_->-.' _:-. A: : c?-.-_;:?-'_!':--:C:'. :_ - ::i!_:i"_:_:_r.i _." "
.._ ure liticalStatusrelationsh hich thedistrict=:.

• s _.is nOt'pursulng?In summary,it may be sa_d that absentan amendmentto -

•i:.-:-:)_"L'_':_'''__•th Ui2re:n;tSe urisdictionof th ..i•e"c cretarialOrderto restirctthe j e CdM_•.'_-,i"

.... .from ._atters affecting the future political status of the Mariana Islands • ":-

• withoutitsconsent,theMarianaIslandsmust participatein the COM •
• "t " -" "-

.- ConstitutionalConventionalth.ougBthe districthasrejectedthepolitical

statusObjectivesof the COM and that a'!Iocalpermanentresidentof the

;_ MarianaIslandscould successfullybringsuit to requirethe districtto

fullyparticipatein the Convention.process,includingthe election'of

delegates and attendence at the Convention and participation, in the

policymakingprocesso .:

Is the Mariana Islands District required to participate in the COM

' ConstitutionalConvention? v
/

,, The CONis currently vested with legislative power extending to "all
;.T ..

r{ghtful.subjectsdF •legislation"(PartiII, Sectionz, S. Order2918,

)', • as amended)and holdsprimaryresponsibilityi:o iegislatefor matters,of

....( _:er.ritory-wide concern(2 IT Code 1).. Th.ts authority includes the power.

to call-aConstitutionalConvention. - -
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