
CORDER.0. RECEIVED)

WAS MADE AVAILABLE WEDNESDAY (JANUARY 8) TO THE MICRONESIAN NEWS LJ
SERVICE, THE ORDER, WHICH BECAME EFFECTIVE ON DECEMBER 2_ 1.974 .
WHEN INTERIOR SECRETARY ROGERS CoB° MORTON SIGNED IT9 WILL BECOME
PART OF THE TRUST TERRITORY CODE,,

COHPRISING OF TWELVE SECTIOHS_ THE NEW LAW AUTHORIZES EACH
OF THE TRUST TERRITORY DISTRICT LEGISLATURE TO CREATE OR DESIGNATE
A LEGAL ENTITY WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION TO HOLD TITLE 1"0 PUBLIC
LANDS IN TRUST FOR THE PEOPLE OF THAT DISTRICT. IT ALSO EMPO'dERS
THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURES TO E_IACT LAW PROVIDING FOR THE POWER
OF EMINENT DOMAIN AND TO ESTABLISH ADJUDICATORY BODIES WHICH MAY

USE TRADITIONALMEANS_ WHEN APPROPRIATE_ FOR SETTLE,qENT OF CLAIMS
OR RIGHTS IN THE LANDS TRANSFERED. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IS
AUTHORIZED TO CONVEY "CERTAIN PUBLIC LANDS" TO SUCH LEGAL ENTITIES
WHEN FORDALLY REQUESTED BY THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURES,,

THE PUBLIC L._NDS TO !BE RETURNED TO DISTRICT CONTROL ARE
DIFINED IN THE S'ECRETAR!AL ORDER AS FOLLOWS: "(I) THOSE LANDS
DIFiNED AS PUBL!C LAIRDS BY SECTION I AND 2_ TITLE 67_ OF THE TRUST
TERRITORY CODE EXCEPT THOSE LANDS DESIGNATED AS MILITARY RETEfITION
LANDS HELD, USED_ OR OCCUPIED BY TIlE UNITED STATES UfIDER USE fiND
OCCUPA_ICY AGREEHE_JTS AND HOT RETURNED TO THE PUBLIC DONAIN_ (2)
THOSe: LANDS PLACED UNDER CONTROL OF THE "ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN"

AS:DEFINED BY. SI::CT!ON 1, TITLE 27 OF THE TRU,.%"TTERRITORY CODE_.........
EXCEPT THOSE LANDS DESIGNATED AS MILITARY RETENTIO:._ LA.NDS HELD_ "
USED_ OR OCCUPIED BY THE UNITED STAT'ES UNDER L:oE A,_.D(]C_.JPA,IGY
AGREEMENTS AND NOT RE'rUR_ED TO THE PUBLIC DOMAINJ' _.

PUBLIC LANDS THAT WILL NOT BE RETURNED IMrOEDIATi_..¥ TO DISTRICT
CONTROL ARE IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES- (I) LAND _._TIVELY USED
BY THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT, ITS AGENCIES_ OF _;!JDDIVISIO_IS,
(2) PUBLIC LANDS SPECIFICALLY DETERMINED BY THE }-il_:,_COMMiSS-IONER
TO BE NEEDED FOR CURRENTLY PLANNED CAPITAL IMPRO\;ZC_:.IT PROJECTS
EXTENDING FIVE YEARS FROM THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE ORDER° ALSO_ "
PUBLIC LANDS TO WHICH THERE ARE VALID HOMESTEAD Eb!YRY PERMITS, OR
CERTIFICATES EVIDENCING COMPLIANCE WITH SUCH PERMITS AND TO WHICH
DEEDS }lAVE NOTBEEN ISSUED AS OF DECEMBER 9(_ .][97_ WILL NOT BE
RETURNED TO THE. PUBLIC DOMAIN.

THE COMPLETE TEXT OF SECRETARIAL ORDER 29G9 WILL B_ PUBLISHED
IN THE HIGH COHMISSIONER'S NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS i_'_ITS: JANUARY I5
ISSUE_

(COPRA PRICE DROPPED)

SAIPAN_ JANUARY 8 (M!,IS)---A RECENT REVIEW BY Tl{Z TRUST
TERRITORY COPRA STABILIZATIO_ BOARD ON THE WORLD Kt_RXET
SITUATION REVEALS THAT THE PRICE OF COPRA, THE TT'_-: PRINCIPAL
EXPORT COMMODITY, !,!ILLHAVE TO COME DOWN FROM ITS PRESENT
HIGH LEVEL OF S425 A TON BY $11_ EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 9, ]975°

THE COPRA PRICE REDUCTION WAS ANNOUNCED BY TRU_f
TERRITORY DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCES AND
DEVELOPMENT WILLIAM Ho STEWART.

STEWART SAID THE TT COPRA STABILIZATION BOARD DECIDED
TO REDUCE COPRA PRICES AT ITS MEETING 011 SAIPAN TUESDAY (JAN° 7).

IN A MESSAGE TO ALL LICENSED COPRA BUYERS AND DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATORS, STEWART INDICATED THAT THE NEW PRICES _.,.qLLBE
AS FOLLOWS: $3_@ FOR GRADE ONE, $291_ FOR GRADE TuO .AND $290
FOR GRADE THREE FOR COPRA DELIVERED TO THE DISTRiCt r CE__TERS;
$275 FOR GRADE ONE, $2G5 FOR GRADE T,.40_ AND $255 FOR GRADE



THREE FOR COPRA PIC](ED UP BY THE TT FIELD TRIP ',JESSELS; AND
, ,JI,AD r$2G5 FOR GRADm O,_E_ $255 FOR GRADE TWO AND ¢oi,: FC'" o

, '_THREE FOR COPRA PIC}(ED LIP BY FRIVATE SHIP OWNERS .%'EO..TER
ISLANDS LOCATIONSo

(EEL SURVEY IN PONAPE)
PONAP_, JAN° g (MNS)---A JAPANESE SCIENTIST FROH THE JAPAN

,IT OF YOUNGEEL COMPANY IS CONDUCT!P_G A SURVEY ON THE AVAILABIL: "
i 1 4! •EELS_ ESPECIALLY THE COHG_R EELS_ IN THE FRES,-{bATE?. STREA_'IS

OF PONAPE.
KOKI OZA}(l HAIBARA UILL BE 011 PONAPE FOR ABOUT A WF_EK

DOING HIS RESEARCH°
THE JAPAI.!ESE SCIE,_TIST MET UITH THE MEI_ERS OF" _"J_",.,, _: PONAPE

"'' HE ,- ro .. 'FISHING AUTHORITY .fl_'a_,T F'I_,H_,,Y SPECIALIST TO E "_'..;_A. ,_:-_!r_THE
PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT HA!BARA ::rILL NEET AGAIN b;IT.,'_. TH!! FI ..... RY

. ,.:.,,._U,.NEL AND ME['_ERS OF THE PO:'_APESPECIALIST_ MARI._E RESOURCES o,::D,-'-,, ""
FISHI!.]GAIzr}-IORITY TO DISCUSS HIS FI!IDINGS. HE IS B:I_'",_,; ASSISTF_D
•BY MARINE RESOURCES STAFF' IN ;{IS SURVEY.


