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I !lth Rota ]%anicipal Council

Ii First Regular Session, 1975 ",, , ,

i'

ii Resolution No. I/y...C-27-1975

,t Introduced by: Council of the _ole
h

A ]_ESOLUTION STATING THE POSITION OF T_ PEOPIP_ OF ROTA,

THROUGH T}_IR ELECTED OFFICIALS, RELATIVE TO Th_ Fb"_bT_
GOVEI_NMEIffOF THE NC_THEP_N NARIANA Y..SZANIIS

_EAS, the people o_ Rota fully recognize that the future of Rota as we!l '
as the future of the rest of the Norther,_ 1_riana. Islands will be " ,

greatly affected _ decisions made during the Fifth Regular Session:
• • of the Marlana Islands District Legislature;. and ' , , :._._..

WHEREAS,. the Rota Municipal Council, speaking on behalf of t!_speople of Rota_
seek to have its views heard and heeded by the members of the
Mariana Islands District !_gislat_e; and

kr:_W/_IS,the Council cannot overemphasize the importance w_ch' it attac_s.to
the following Position Statement and will closely observe to uhat "

' extent it is recognized and acted upon by the _._riana Islands '.

District Legislature; now, the_fore_

HE IT P_SOLVED by the l!th Rota Municipal Council in its First Re_alar 'Sessior
!975, that the followin_ Position Statement is hereby set forth for.

consideration by the Mariana Islands District Legislature and other
interested parties:

iI "The People of Rota are concerned over the _rco_osed "Covenant to Establish a
i Co_o_,malth of the Northern M_riana Islands in Political Union ,._th t_m

Ur_ted States of America" which will most probable be si_ned by the _Ym_ana
' Islands Political Status Commission and the United States delesatiou durin_

1 t.he early part of Febz-_ary, 1975. ITmt proposed Covenant pro_des for the
establishment of a Constitution for the Future Government of the Northern

"i i_riana Islands.

The concern felt by the people of Rota stems from beth a disenc_mntmeut _th

the past and a _mrded optimism about the future. Under the present Trust

Territory Aduinistration, Rotanese have consistently been treated as the poor
cousins of our Saipan neighbors. We have submitted budget requests which bmv_

been ignored, while the approved budget affecting Rota is controlled and
administered by the District Administration on Saipan. We have sought x__naucia_

assistance from the District Legislature for our _kunicipal Operating e.xpenses I

and the response has been unsatisfactory. Unfortunately, these requests ,,_re I
made necessary by a combination of factors including the limitations placed on I
our municipal ts_dng powers under the Trust Territory Code. Recommendations '

made by our District A4mluistrator's Representative and his department heads,
our Municipal Council, and our Mayor ha_ been consistently disregarded.

The People of Rota wish to be a part of the Commonwealth of the Northern

_riana Islands. However, the people of Rota cannot approve a form of govern-
ment which will perpetuate the discrLmination practiced in the past against
our island com4_unity. To clearly indicate our intentions, _ submit the

following four proposals w_hichmust be adopted if Rota is to participate as a
political part of the future government of the Northern Mariana islands.
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I. Equal Numbars of Constitutional Conventions Delegates From Each Munici_a____.
Each municipality must be provided an equal number of delegates to the co._ti- i

!!tutionai convention provided for by the _riana Islands District LegisLature. i
In m_king this proposal, the Rota people are concerned most with creating a I

_ fair, representative, and _rmonious constitutional conwntion. Any wriation ,
i in t_ number of delegates from a:_£single municipality should _ ma_e only
after receiptingthe approval of each runicipal council in the _riana Islands
District.

2. _camersl Legislature.
The central government _gislature must be bicam_ra!, _ritha Senate composed of
equal representati_ from each of the present municipalities and a House of
Representatives based on population figures and traditional votin_ patterns.
This plan will help protect the interests of Tinian and Rota -_hi!eensuring
Saipan a healthy majority in the House of Representatives. A bicameral Legis-
lature is indispensable to the fair and equal treatment of Tinian and Rotal In
addition it w_id be in keeping with the proposed covenant which specifically
port,its "distribution of the Le_.siature's membership on the basis of appro-
priate considerations in addition to _opulation..." (see section 205 (c)i )

3. ___L°calBudgetary Controls.
Any goverr_uon_i framework created by the futur_ constitution must provide for
local control and disbursement of those monies made available to, what are now,
the municipalities. Both during the transition period and after the termination
of the trustees!_p agreement, each municipality must be given f_u!lauthority
over the administration of funds provided by the central government legislatureA

4. Plebiscite on Covenant and _eferendum on Constitution to _ _eld Si._u!ta-

The Covenmnt and the Constitution, by their nature, will be closely related,
interdependent documents. We feel strongly ti_t the poop!e of tP_ Uorthsrn
_iann Islands should be given th_ opportunity to accept or reject them at
one time. T_s will permit a longer period of political education and a _m _l!er
financial burden for our District Le_slature; and

_ _RYHER _ESOLVED, tl_t certified copies of this resolution be transmitted
to _he Chairman of the Marianas Political Status Commission; to the
President's Personal Representative for _cronesian Status Negotiations;
to the President of the _riana Islands District Legislature; to t}_ Rota
Representatives of the _riana Islands District Legislature; to t_he
District A_ministrator, Marianas_ and to the District Administrator's

Representative, Rota_ also to the Secreta_ of the D_partment of the
Interior; to the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific e
Islands; and to th_ Rota Representatives to the _arianas Political Status

Commission. cia
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Duly adopted thds 20th day of January, 1978. _.don
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"Misae! H. _o
Speaker / n

: >I_ _'O_'Gl_-

_/ / i _ . ainst

Attested by- /J_u6 _, _songson_- ate as a
_Council Secretary _ds.
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