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FIFTEENTHDAY

Monday,January27, 1975

The House of Representativesof the Sixth Congressof Micronesia0First RegularSession,
1975,was calledto order at I0:05 a.m., Monday,January27, 1975.

Vice SpeakerEkpap Silk presided.

A moment of silentprayer'was observed.

The ChiefClerk calledthe roll. Nineteenmemberswere present. RepresentativeBalos
and SpeakerHenry were excused.

FloorLeaderTman moved to suspendthe readingof the Journal;RepresentativeSigrah
seconded,and the motion carriedby voice vote.

COMMUNICATIONS

No High CommissionerCommunicationswere reported.

No DepartmentalCommunicationswere reported.

No SenateCommunicationswere reported.

No MiscellaneousCommunicationswere reported.

STANDINGCOMMITTEEREPORTS

Standin_CommitteeReportNo. 6-4, submittedby the Committeeon Appropriations,re
H.B. No. 6-7, "TO appropriatethe sum of $45,900from the GeneralFundof the Congressof
Micronesiafor the purposeof defrayingthe operationand contingentexpensesof the administra-
tion of the Trust TerritoryPersonnelBoard and for other purposes."

ChairmanSetik moved for adoptionof the report;Floor LeaderTman seconded,and the
motioncarriedby voice vote.

ASSIGNMENTOF MEASURES

The Clerkcalledattentionto ReferralSheet No. 8 attachedto the Orderof the Day for
the assignmentof measuresintroducedon Friday,January24, 1975.

UNFINISHEDBUSINESS

None

BILL CALENDAR

H.B. No. 6-7_ HDI: To appropriatethe sum of _ $31._000from the GeneralFund
of the Congressof Micronesiafor the purposeof defrayingthe
operationand contingentexpensesof the administrationof the
TrustTerritoryPersonnelBoard;amendingSection2 of P.L.
No. 5-62,relatingto the reversionof fundsappropriatedto the
PersonnelBoard by.that law,and for other purposes.

RepresentativeSetikmoved for passageof H.B. No. 6-7, HDI, on First Reading;Floor

-79-

0201L01



HOUSEJOURNAL-- 15th DAY

Leader Tman seconded, and the Chief Clerk read the title. The motion carried by voice vote.

H.B. No. 6-I: To increase Social Security benefits; to amend Subsections (I)
and (2) of Section 105 of Title 73 of the Trust Territory Code
as amended by Public Law No. 5-7, and for other pu_'poses.

Representative Basilius moved for passage of H.B. No. 6-I on Second Reading; Floor Leader
• Tman seconded, and the Chief Clerk read the title.

_: Mr. Speaker, the other day I raised some points relating to the Social
Security Program. It was my understanding from testimony that the Social Security Administrator
will have a consolidated bill, which is about to be submitted to this Congress for enactment.
I believe it is appropriate that perhaps an interim measure should be enacted in order to pro-
vide a little more of the pension presently allowable to the beneficiaries. One argument of
the Administration in recommending passage of this measure was because of inflation. The bill
in front of us now proposes an increase of benefits for beneficiaries from $12.00 to $24.00
per month. Identifying some of this possible movement in the future, one would be the possi-
bility of merging the Social Security Funds into the Development Bank of Micronesia, where
perhaps the interest rate would be affected. None of us knows what the interest rate will be.
Currently the interest rates that are being accrued from outside institutions where the money
is being invested run between (._ight and 9 per cent. Now if the money was merged and deposited
in the Development Bank of Micronesia, the interest rate may be lower. Therefore, the money
may be affected (the Social Security Fund). Mr. Speaker, I feel that this Congress should
wait for the other consolidated piece of legislation which the Administration is about to
submit to this Congress, and then we can act on that before we pass this measure. Thank you.

Rgp. Basilius: I do appreciate the concern of my colleague from T_uk in regard to House
Bill No. 6-I. However, by looking at the correspondence between the Consultant of the Social
Security and the recommendations of the Social Security Administrator, I believe that my col-
league is referring to a study that will be presented to the Congress. However, referring to
a memorandum from the Social Security Consultant, Robert Meyers, dated November 7, 1974, it
states that the actuarial study will be made available by next summer. I don't think the
Congress will be able to get legislation for the entire Social Security during this session,
but I would like to point out that this increase is only an interim increase. Right now 370
families, based on the Standing Committee Report--inflation has been existing in the Trust
Territory--the cost of living is getting higher, and I think we have to be concerned about
these families who are receiving less money. Also I would like to indicate that, based on the
letter from the Social Security Administrator, it says that they have been assured that the
increase will not adversely affect the retirement funds. I think that is the statement that
we should be concerned with. I am sure my colleague is worried that the increase will affect
the Social Security Fund, but we have received a statement from the Administrator that it
doesn't affect it at all. By the way, the increase will be $2,400 a month if this interest
increase goes into effect.

Rep. Haruo: Mr. Speaker, I don't believe that we should accept anything from a Consultant
who has not made the actual findings about the Social Security Programs. They mentioned that
this increase will not adversely affect the fund. The question was raised whether this consult-
ant had looked into the possibility of merging this money into the Development Bank of Micro-
nesia. The answer was no. Therefore, in that particular instance, Mr. Speaker, I feel perhaps
the money would be affected as a result of this, because the consultant has not yet thoroughly
made the study about this concept of merging the money into the Micronesian Development Bank.
Therefore the report is premature, because no study has ever been conducted.

Rep. Basilius" I am quite confused on the statement made by my colleague from Truk. I
think the subject matter is the increase of the Social Security benefits. It has nothing to do
with the Bank of Micronesia.

Floor Leader Tman moved for a short recess; Representative Domnick seconded, and the
motion carried by voice vote. The Vice Speaker declared the House recessed c,._ 10:22 a.m.,
subject to the call of the Chair.
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The House reconvenedat I0"25 a.m.

ViceSpeaker Silk: Is there any more discussionon House Bill No. 6-I?

The Clerk calledthe rot1, and House B_ll /_o.6-I passedSecond Readingby a vote
of ninei_enayes; RepresentativeBalos and SpeakerHenry were excused.

H.B. No. 6-13, HDI: To add a new subparagraph(iii) _j(/_(l_i_, to_
Subsecti_ _(_J(1),Section lOl, of Title 53 of the Trust

TerritoryCode making JaluitAnchorage,Jabor Island,Jaluit
Atoll, MarshallIslandsDistrict,_(# an officialport of
entry and for other purposes.

RepresentativeHaruo moved for passageof H.B. No. 6-13, HDI, on Second Reading;Repre-
sentativeDomnickseconded,and the Chief Clerk read the title.

Rep. Basilius: Mr. Speaker,what about the port in Majuro? Would this change the
officialportb_fthe Marshalls?

Rep. Haruo: This is an additionalofficialport of entry in the Marshalls.

Rep..Basilius: Why do we have to make an officialport, Mr. Speaker? If we permit
the ship to come into any islandsin the Trust Territory,then that is a port. What is the
purposeof making an official port at Jaluit? I believethe ship can go to Kusaienow, but
it can be an officialport or a nonofficialport.

_e_.Re.Haruo: Mr. Speaker',this is an aspirationof the peoplein the Marshalls. There
is a t-re-n-_now to establishJaluitas a subdistrictcenter,and more of the fishingacti-
vitieswill be develcpedin that particulararea. Thereforethe people in the Marshallswish
to establishdaluit as anotherofficialport of entry.

Rep. Basilius: If that is the case, Mr. Speaker (if I have the floor)I wonder if
the committeemade'a study on how much expensewill be involvedbecause,as you know, they
have to have ImmigrationStaff and Administrationrepresentatives--Customsand all that. I
wonder if they had an opportunityto discusshow much it will cost if they make this an
official port.

REID.Haruo: The Administrationis making those financialstudieswhich will be in-
volved_in_establishingJaluit as a subdistrictcenter. Your Committeeon Resourcesand
Developmentonly dealtwith establishingJaluit as anotherport of entry.

Rep. B.asilius:I think the intentwould be in order if we changedthe bill to declare
that Jaluitwould be a subdistrict,ratherthan a port of entry. The questionnow is that
we have to come up with the financialstudiesbeforewe decideto declaredaluitas an official
port. If the intentof the bill is to make Jaluit a subdistrict,then why don't we come up
with a bill to declarethat,ratherthan that.it become a port of entry?

FloorLeaderTman moved for the previousquestion;RepresentativeDomnickseconded.

Rep. Basilius: Ijust wanted to point out that I think we should considerthe cost of
making-Jalu_tan official port of entry.

Vice SpeakerSilk: There is a motionon the floor to close debate.

The motion to close debate carriedby voice vote.

The Clerk calledthe roll, and House Bill No. 6-13, HDI, passedSecond Readingby a
vote of eighteen ayes; RepresentativeBasilius voted no; RepresentativpBalos and Speaker
Henry were excused.
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RESOLUTIONCALENDAR

None

INTRODUCTIONOF BILLS

H.B. No. 6-70: Introduced by: Rep. Guerrero (and I0 others)
Assigned to: Education and Social Matters/Appropriations

To appropriate $22,000 from the General Fund Of the Congress
of Micronesia for the purpose of purchasing one mini-bus
and two van trucks for use by the Head Start Program of the
Marianas Community Action Agency in the Mariana Islands Dis-
trict, and for other purposes.

H.B. No. 6-71: Introduced by: Rep. Nakamura (and two others)
Assigned to: Judiciary and Governmental Relations

To amend Section 4 of Title 43 of the Trust Territory Code to
confon_ to Department of Interior Order No. 2918, December
27, 1968, Part III, Section 21, as amended by Order No. 2918,
An_ndment No. I, August 13, 1970, Section 8.

H.B. No. 6-72: Introduced by: Rep. Nakamura (and two others)
Assigned to: Education and Social Matters/Appropriations

To appropriate the sum of $12,500 from the General Fund of the
Congress of Micronesia to repair, renovate, extend and other-
wise improve elementary school buildings in the islands of
Sonsorol, Pulo Anna and Tobi in Palau District, and for other
purposes.

H.B. No. 6-73: Introduced by: Rep. Setik
Assigned to: Judiciary and Governmental Relations

To establish a Government Contract Review Board, to specify
its powers, duties and functions, to appropriate money therefor
and for other PUrposes.

H.B. No. 6-74: Introduced by" Rep. Bigler and Rep. Moses
Assigned to: Resources and Development/Appropriations

To appropriate $20,000 from the General Fund of the Congress
of Micronesia in aid of an agriculture project on Arno Atoll,
Marshall Islands District, and for other purposes.

H.B. No. 6-75: Introduced by: Rep. Aafin (and nine others)
Assigned to: Education and Social Matters/Appropriations

To appropriate $88,000 from the General Fund of the Congress
of Micronesia for the purchase of four school buses for Moen
Island, Truk District, and for other purposes.

H.B. No. 6-76: Introduced by" Rep. Aafin (and eight others)
Assigned to: Health Matters/Appropriations

To appropriate the sum of $15,600 from the General Fund of
the Congress of _4icronesia for the purpose of providing outer
island residents per diem while waiting for transportation to
their homes after being referred to Truk District Hospital for
medical attention, and for other purposes.
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H.B. No. 6-77: Introduced by: Rep. Mafnas
Assigned to: Education and Social Matters/Appropriations

To appropriate the sum of $15,000 from the General Fund of
the Congress of Micronesia for the Municipal Scholarship Fund
of Tinian to enable worthy students to obtain postsecondary
educational and vocational training.

H.B. No. 6-78: Introduced by: Rep. Rasa
Assigned to: Education and Social Matters/Appropriations

Appropriating $45,000 for purposes consistent with Public Law
No. 5-82 relating to the Micronesian Sports Council and District
Sports Associations; and providing for the administration of
the sums appropriated by this act and by Public Law No. 5-82.

INTRODUCTIONOF RESOLUTIONS

H.J.R. No. 6-12: Introduced by: Rep. Aafin
Assigned to: Resources and Development

Requesting the High Commissioner and the Director of the Depart-
ment of Resources and Development to render assistance to the
people of the outer islands of Truk District enabling them to
improve agricultural production.

H,J.R. No. 6-13: Introduced by: Rep. Basilius
Assigned to: Appropriations

Recommendingthat Mr. Thomas B. Crossan, Jr., be appointed
as Programand BudgetOfficer of the Trust Territoryof the
Pacific Islands.

H.J.R. No. 6-14: Introducedby: Rep. Domnick
Assigned to: Health Matters

Requestingthe High Commissionerto undertakea study of
diabeteswithin the Trust Territory,and to implementthe
resultingrecommendations.

H.J.R. No. 6-15: Introducedby: Rep. Bigler
Assignedto: Appropriations

Requestingthe United States Departmentof Defenseto locate
and remove unexplodedWorld War II bombs and shells,to
fill in bomb craters, and to otherwiserestore Mili Island,
Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands Districtto its pre-war
condition;and requestingthe High Commissionerto provide
funding for an accelerated developmentprogram for Mili
Islandand to arrange for the use of the USDA feeding program
needed to sustain the people on Mili Atoll until the replanta-
tion programis completedand peoplethere could harvest
their own crops.

H.J.R. No. 6-16: Introducedby: Rep. Mafnas (and six others)
Assigned to: Judiciaryand GovernmentalRelations

Directingthe Attorney General to conducta thorough investi-
gation of the votingirregularitiesthat occurredduringthe
1974 Congressionalelectionsin Truk District for possible
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criminal violations of the election laws, and to report his
findings to the Congress of Micronesia by February 14, 1975.

H.R, No, 6-4: Introduced by: Rep. Rasa (and two others)
Assigned to: Judiciary and Governmental Relations

Directing the House Judicia_ and Governmental Relations Com-
mittee to investigate the activities of the Public Safety
Office for the Mariana Islands District.

MISCELLANEOUSBUSINESS

Rep. Domnick: Mr. Speaker, I would like to introduce to the House Mr. Ongra Hanec,
Treasurer of theMarshall Islands Fishing Authority.

Also, I would like to introduce Ms. Lelain Lakaburg, Secretary for the Marshall Islands
Delegation to the Congress of Micronesia.

Rep. Edwards: Mr. Speaker, I have short remarks to make.

a_ REMARKSBY REPRESENTATIVEEDWARDS

Re ,.' Mr. Speaker, distinguished members of the House:

Iterinally reso ving the matter of credentials, which has dominated most of the
actions of this Sixth Congress to date, I wish to offer a few thoughts before we go on to
other matters. The first is that I want to offer my sincere thanks and congratulations to
all the members of our Credentials Committees for a job well done. Such a task, we all
realize, can sometimes be unpleasant, but it is also a necessary part of organizing the
Congress. In view of this fact, let me say that I have no hard feelings towards any member
of this House. I will say, however, that I believe a very thorough and professional job was
done, a job all Micronesians can be proud of, because without this kind of close investigation
and evaluation, the very reputation and existence of this Congress would be at stake.

Second, I want to offer _ view of the reason for existence of this Congress. The purpose
of this legislative body is not to see what we can do for our own particular districts, but
rather what we, working together, can do for all of the people of Micronesia in all of the
districts.

Let us then consider important legislation not on the basis of who is the introducer, or
what is his home district, but on the basis of merit - the basis of "will it do the most good
for the greater good of all Micronesians."

Connected to this idea is that of Micronesian unity. There has been much discussion in
past sessions of the Congress concerning this issue, and for good reason. The time is
approaching fast, when as a self-governing nation, our responsibilities will greatly increase.
Therefore, I believe this Sixth Congress must be noted not for talki_about unity, but for
something about unity. " .......................... _ .............. __ .........

One way to accomplish this unity, in my point of view, would be for the Congress to
set priorities for Micronesia and to accomplish major advancements for the people in the areas
of economic, social and political devel_pment. Two area_ outstanding in my mind right now
are the need to act soon on_tb_ upcomin_Micrones_n_it_ional Convention, and to consider
what we should do about the-_mecently-lssued_i_@a_me_ntal Or_erNo. 2969.

In doing so, we must make our decisions, and form our goals on U_ese commonproblems
to m_ke sure that our unity is maintained and made stronger, and to eliminate those forces
which tend to divide us.

Let us strive for the commongood, and let us strive for unity.

These are my few, brief comments, Mr. Speaker and members of the House. Thank you.
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Re_. Aafin: Mr. Speaker and members of the House. Just last Friday I stated that I
was the most junior member of the House, having co_ in last. But I was surprisedthis morning
during the roll call that I was called first. I wish to apologizeto the House and to the
Chair for not coming out first on the succeedingroll calls,because I think as the last guy,
I have to be the last to be calledtoo.

Rep. Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to recognizethe presence of our
MunicipalLegisla'torfor Saipan, Mr. Joaquin Tortes, and Mr. Mike Sablan of the Police Force.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

_: The Directorof the Departmentof Personnelhas requestedthat the hearing
scheduledto_a-y--onHouse Bill No. 6-37 relating to governn_nthousing rentalsbe postponed
a week. Therefore,your Committeeon Ways and Means requests that the Clerk reschedulethe
public hearing accordingly. Also, Mr. Speaker_ I would like to ask the members of the
Ways and Means Committeeto get togehter at l:O0 today for a brief executivemeeting. Thank you.

Rep. Sigrah: The public hearing scheduledfor House Bill No. 6-39, which was to have
been held at ll:bOa.m. Saturday,is to be rescheduled,to be held tomorrowat l:O0 p.m.

Rep. Domnick: Mr. Speaker,your Special Committeeon Credentialswill meet immediately
after this sessio_ in the ConferenceRoom adjacentto the Chamber.

Rep. Setik: Mr. Speaker, your Committeeon Appropriationswill have an executivemeeting
at l:00 this"afternoonin ConferenceRoom No. 2.

Floor Leader Tman" Mr. Speaker, before I make a motion, I would like to explain that
the Senatehas requestedthatwe might try meeting in the afternoons. This was suggested
primarilybecause of some of us not being able to be here in the morning, so the members of
the staff are having difficultyfinding us to sign reports. That is why the reports are
comingout late. We have tentativelyagreed that perhaps if we meet in the afternoon and

we come early (and I urge everyone to come earlier-_perhaps9:00 or lO:O0 a.m.) so that
they will be ready ior duplicationfor the afternoonsesslon.

Therefore,concedingto the Senate's request, I move that the House recess until 3:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

RepresentativeSigrah seconded the motion.

Setik: Beforewe act on the motion, I am just wondering about the schedule for
hearings tomorrow. The Committeeon Resourcesand Developmenthas hearings scheduledto
meet at l:O0, 2:00 and 3:00.

Floor LeaderTman: I am sorry that I forgot to explain--Ithink Chairman SasauoHaruo
has changedthe-3-i[DO_h_aringto 4:00 p.m.

RR_. Basilius: Mr. Speaker, if we have the session late in the afternoon,it does affect
our publIc hearing-which has already been scheduledfor 2:00 tomorrow.

RepresentativeHaruo moved for a short recess; RepresentativeDomnickseconded, and the
Vice Speaker declared the House recessed at I0:45 a.m. subject to the call of the Chair.

The House reconvenedat 10:47 a.m.

Floor Leader Tman: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my motion to recess until 3:00 p.m. tomorrow.

RepresentativeBasilius seconded the motion, and the motion to withdraw the motion carried
by voice vote.

Fl._orLeader Tman Mr. Speaker,with the understandingthat all standirg committee
chairmen fonsider the proposal by the Senate so that on Wednesday the ,_mmit_eemeetings can
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be scheduledaccordingto what the Senatehas requested,I move that for tomorrowthe House
recessuntil lO:O0 a.m.

RepresentativeBasiliussecondedthe motion,and the motioncarriedby voice vote.

The Vice Speakerdeclaredthe House recessedat 10:50 a.m. until lO:O0a.m., Tuesday,
January28, 1975.

House of Representatives
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