
iionorable ?1o_ Haake11
United States Senate
_aehll_qton, D. C. 20510

De&E Senator [laskell-

_hank you for your co_unication of,January 10 n/

the future political status of the Trust Tertiary

of the Pacific Islands. ,_'_,._-'.

The Trust TerritoEy of th_ Pacific Islands is ad.-in- ._
ist_red by the United States under a Trusteeship ,, ,

;;ations and the Unlte_, States which entered, into forc-.

on July 18, 1947. ,%rtlcle 6 of the Tru.qtr._shID _ -
A_re_ent provides that the admlnistorin_ authorlt7

"shall _rcmote the development of the Inhabitants i
of the Trust Torrltory t_war_ self-guve_m_ent or i
independence, as may be a_pro_rlate to the partlc_lar _.
clrcu_stancee of the Trust Territory and its p0o_,les |, "
and the ££eely expressed wishes of the ;_or, lee _ _ '
concerned." i "

!

The United States is prosently engaged in two s_fs of ) }! "

negotiations with the r_pregentatlves of the _eop!e _ i _ -
of the Trust "_errltory concernlnq thclr _ut::re _ ._

_lltical status. ,_i;.+
/

In response to requests fro_ the Mariana Is/ands
DiStrict A_glslature, the _fllted States has leen

en_aged slnco Dec_er 1972 in _euot/a_._s with tJ_e
Narlanas _olitlcal ._atu_ C_sslon to establlsh -

u_n ter_Inatlon of the U:: Trusteeshlp a self-_ov_.rn_ng

Co_nonwealth of the :;or_ern :'arJ.ana I_l._n_s in |
no_itlcal union with the Unite.: _ ,t_s. I_ the _..-_ost

_ec_nt round of _eg.otlatlons held in ._,_i_an _ro_
Dec_Ser 5 t.hzou_h December 19, -rovi._ional _-roerent
was reached on the _ext o_ a dr_ft C_,_-o_._,'r_ith

Covenant.. ;'._elosed is a ec_y c_ th_ join_ cc_.-uni,_u,:
wl'Ich :_aS Issu._i u._,on a_;Journ'_¢,nt of t_'.c;_:ctlnticn_
on Dec_,er l'_. U_nntlation, _r, t_t._tivc!:" n,-:_e.:ulc!

to rus_. cn _ai;'_n in early F_ _ruar'/, _.'Lic:-:,_v r_._u__t
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in final a_roement and slqnlnq of the Cov-.n3nt.
The C_onwealth Covenant would thon be submitted
for approval to the ,'_rlanas District Legislature
and then to the oeople of the ::orthern "arlanas •
Islands in a plebiscite at which we ex?ect a United
:Tati0ns presence. If the Covenant is a_roved by
the plebiscite, it would then be presented to the
United Sta_es Congress for its consideration and
approval.

The United States is also engaged in ne%otlations
with the Joint CG_mlttee on Future Status c: the
Congress of Micronesia lookinq toward a future
relationship of free assoclation bet_en the Unlte4
States and the other districts of the Trust Territory,

comprised of the Caroline and the _:arshall Islands.

Under this relationship the rest of the Trust Territory
would have full internal self-governr_nt and the
United States would be resD_n|Ible for their _efense
and foreign affairs. At rach time as an _qreement
is concluded, it will be submitted for avproval to
the Congress of MicTonesla, to t.he peoDle in a _"

plebiscite, and to the United States Congress. ;_"

Eoth these negotiations are belnq conducted by
Ambassado_ ?. [_aydn Willl-_s, the PrelIJent's _erso_al
Repre_entatlve for Microneslan Status !;eqotlations. |.

_etailed information concerninm the noqotlmtlons can i_

be obtained from the Office for Miczoneslsn Status

:Je_otlatlons, Washington, D. C. 20240.

I hope you will call on me if you believe we can i
be of further assistance. _. :

I

Cordially, _. ,

".inwood _'o: -n
:_ssistant Fecretary
for Congressional _o!atlons

Fnclosures :

I. Corres_ndence ret,1rne_.
2. Joint Co_.munlmue, ,_ated Concurrences : " _/

December 19. 1974. ®R IO/UNP :MWilliamson (s_b_.)
OMeN:Capt. Scott (su_s._
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