T

RARE R

STATE. OF TEE MARIANAS DISTRICT MESSAGE
FOURTE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE

FIFTH REGULAR SESSION

by

THE HONORABLE FRANCISCO C. ADA
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR, MARTANA ISLANDS

FEBRUARY 3, 1975 - 6:00 P.M.

FH KRR




“i%

-STATE OF THE MARIANAS DISTRICT MESSAGE
FOURTH MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
FIFTH REGULAR SESSION

by

~ THE HONORABLE FRANCISCO C. ADA
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR, MARIANA ISLANDS
FEBRUARY 3, 1975 - 6:00 P.M. :

‘Once again, it is always my most nonored privilege to address this
august body, making this my sixth apéearance since assuming the office in
1969. It is my‘dgsife to address ourselves to the many accomplishments
together we have made during the almost six years of our stewardship as

-

public 'servants. Corollary to the many accomplishments we have made, are

the meny problems which continue to confront us and the vision for better

tomorrow for ourselves and our posterity.

There‘is ﬁo doubt that the living conditions of today is by far beiter
than those of yesteryears. The progresses‘we have achieved are indicative
of our hard works. Despite what our critiés have said;about lack of progress
we cannct deny the fact that we have made considerable strides in the years

of our administration.

Because of our concern on the education of our children, we continue to
upgrade the Lrainings and skills of our teachers. In the summer of 197k,
ore hundred and nineteen (119) of our teachers enrolled in the University

of Guan Extension Session with college credits which was held here on Saipan;

023325

NCE N A

4
i




»

-

in addition, twenty seven {27) of our teachers attended the Community
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Micronesia for college credits and ninety-four (94) more attended
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our course work seminar bringing a total of two-nundred forty (240) teachers

w

participated in training and education to upgrade their skills. Eight (8)

Micronesian teachers with college degrees joined 3n school as staff members.

Tiscel year and the contract for the construction of these classrooms has
already been awerded. Last summer, Rota High School graduated elgateen (18)
tS. Because of our concern on ”eualnlpg and strengthening ouwr culture

and language, we applied end received $70,000 from federal funds to support

the bilinguel programs for our District.

-

In nealth services, a total of $710,000 nhas been budgetted for the

renovation and extension of the existing Dr. Torres Hospital. Under the

jomiciliary care program, a total of 4,803 home visits were made by the public

neslth clinic division, extending medical . care to the people instead of the

people coming tc the hospital. In close cooperation-with the Districe
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rtment of Education, extensive programs in dental care, immunizatioas

and on the campus physical examinations were completed.

Qur infant tourist industry continues to grow. Last year, seven chartered
Tlighits and seven lﬁxury liners camé to Saipan. The total number of tourists
who visited owr District was an increase of 10,000 over the number of 1973
oringing an estlmated revenue of about $4 million dollars. We now have goout
100 hotel rooms ;n our District, three hotels are uader construction and should

se completed this year. With the opening of Saipan. Internatlon Airport
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this coming foll, we expect that our tourist industry will greatly increase.
We have every reason to believe that with careful planning and controi,

our tourist industry will be uutually veneficial. -

To further assist our people in various economic ventures, & total of
$L00,000 worth of € COou OmiC development loans were granted in 1974%. fhese
loans were mostliy For fishery, agriculiure, pouliry and livestock and other

production loans.

Our agricultural production continues to develop. Crops and
ducticns constizube an .increase of 500,000 lbs. over that of 1973 and
consequently, cash values shows an increase of gbout $200,000 over that of

1973. The increase of egg production for 1974 constitute over 100%Z of that

resently, Wé are Tinalizing an arrangement with a company in Japen To
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export cantelopss, watermelons and other cash crops during the winter period
in Japan wnen these crops because of weather condition are Q¢-;1Cu_u to
grow. This should be specifically be helpful when our new airport begins

its operations and direct flight To Japan becoms a reality.

We are presently emphasizing production kind of economic goals such as
agriculture and fishery. We shall continue to carry this course of economic

development plan.

But while we are progressing steadily, we are certainly not immuned to
the world- wide inflation. This is particularly true when we are totally

dependent on imports for our livelihood. There is nothing we can do to
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uence world-wide inflation, but there is something we individually can ¢o




to ease the pain of inflation. Wait can el “naividue) go? If everV
family will plant =  ll garder segetatl arci the nouse W TLe
same Vigor and stam as when ne Or she Pu the ; dle of a slo
i egch nheald of th Tamily v s over wit LTET arafulness th Y
of is Tewily an’ xercilss ‘ain degree ¢ nst. + without lepiiving "
- decent liveli. %0 & =y, then I f 1y leve that we ced at
lezst ease parv < . el M intlation. )
With all the ; 1€ our infrasiruci re are oving elong TO
continue improving ¢ requirements. ~ bar has been approeved
for assignment TO & / the Department of 3. 5 barge is on loan
+to us and it is cap¢ © generating up to 3 (ilo s whicnh is three
timss as much as we ow generating. This sitic 1s necessary in
order for us to =2xp& 1 existing capabilit: We hz : & plan for pover
expansion during‘%he : year ﬁeriod that we be uw. & the power barge.
With the barge in ope on by July of this ye we can oprovide power to
svery epplicant and W e enough for thne néx ,ve years, it should Dbe
understood, NOWEVET, our existing generatl cepapility 1s not sufficient
Lo cerry tae load the 2 bargé'will be carry when it becomes nRecessary
to overnaul iéf
We are pudgetted for ten additional déep 1s to be constructed;. We
nave reguested Junds for certain works which . - needed in order To use the

Isley Airfield as water catchment source.

e

Cne of the biggest capital improvements projects near completion %3,

of course, the aew Salpan In%ernational Airport."The'airfield itseld and

’
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one building shculd be operaiiovnal by Seplenber of this year. The contract

for. the -rest of the buildin; . nave bezen awarded and the completicn date is

for the late summer of 197€ ~-nich will meke the airfield and termineal buildings

and fgcilities'in full oper: .ion, Tne total cost of this project is about
$10,000,000. This makes Saian Internaticnal Airport tﬁe irst airfield
built with federal funds irv-lvement under the National Airfield and Airways
'Improveﬁent Act of 1971. It is also the first airport with terminal dbuildings
and being financed not by grant or appropriated funds but by a private .company
~which successfully won a prime concession franchise for fifteen years through

publicly competitive bidding systemn.

When the airport is completed, we have every reason to be optimistic
that it will further enhance our infant tourist industry. We anticivate that
this Airport will, in.a given time, be a self-sustaining venture and could
conceivably be & revenue generating source to finance other necessary infra-
structures. We can all become proud of this facility and I look forward
to the day when our visitors end especially our own people will not experiencg
any inconvenience in the same manner thaé we are experiencing at our present

airport.'

In other areas of mutual concern, we are presently finalizing all the

necessary documents for the invitation of proposals for the lease of our

N

. telephone system. =~ ~. -~ . .. e 7
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I mzy add that one of the reqguirements in the proposed invitation is for

our extiensicn ¢i a telephone system to both Tinian and Rota.

"Tne increaze in the dsmané for telephone service far out-distances
our capability to meet such demand because of other high priority projects
such &s water end power ¢ mention just a few. We are hopeful that if a
private compeny is succezstul in getting the lease that it will improve

- i

our present system in addition to contridbuting to cur economic development.

We have signed a lease agreement making available a space in our
present Government-owned radio staii§n to the Micronesian Broadcasting
Corporation for opération'of a télévision and a FM radio station which
when coppleted Tinian will benefif'greétly and that Rota will be able to

pick-up our Government radio station more clearly for the first time.

In order tc meet the vast backlog of homesteads, we have signed a
contract for the survey of some 123'Yillage lots at the Sugar King estatg.
here in Saipan &nd some 230 agriculture homestead on Tinian. Both of these
projects are now in progress. An appropriation from the Congress of Micronesia
last year aﬁd financial assistance from Headguarters made these two projects
possible. As additional funds becéme available, we.shall continue to survey

R M N

homestead lots with_the hope that we can accomodate the vast majority of
outstanding applicants. I have specifically instructed the District Land

N

Management Officer, the District Agriculturist and the District Planner

to review existing available public lands where utilities are available for
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additiowal village homestead sites. In this regard, I am asking this

o

body tc assist us in making availeble funds so that we can implement this

‘While these are a handfvl few of noteble accomplishments, I shall
we ramigr not to touch on the maony provlems we all share with the same

egree L clncera.

our youth. Catching the culpr't end sending him to jail is not a conclusive
solution and may not be a corrective accomplishment. It is incumbent
upon all of us to assist in their regard. The school, the community in

total and most of all the paren’s of our children must assist.

For this matter I cali upo: this body to assist us in constructiﬁg more
recreational facilities and plaa xmore recreational programs to keep our
youngsters occupied so that they wili not roam the streets. A céntral
youth center will.soon be constructed in the vicinity of_this building
which we plan to have other indocr types of recreations. Additional fundé‘

are needed to buy all the necessery supplies for this center. Tinian

and Rote recreational centers need replacement equipment as well.

Much have bteen publiciéed and seeminglj much groﬁndé have been‘gained
iﬁ the area of p&litical étatus. It.is incumbeﬁt upon all of us as leaders
to éducate and prepare our people for whatever political status we so select.
The task of political education does not exclusively rest with the local

- - «

Task Force nor is i1t &ll the basic responsitility of %he executive branch.




It is all our teask arnd the tragedy . voworTow is when one will reflect

in retrospect thav because of lack of dialogue and careful explanation,

ur future generation will foreve:r - 1 the eternal consequerces.,

¢}

Our people expect of us guidenc- =nd inTormation on whatever pciitical
tatus we so collectively select. Yolitical education must reach tae

grassroots level.

The state of our District then is not of proverbizlly supreme nor must
it be termed & destitute state. The Tfew notable accomplishments perhaps
can be overshadowed by the magnitude of problems. which we are painfully
and slowly trying to partially resolve. However, one cannot hide the
fact that life today in general is certainly better. Improvements visible
at the present fhroughout our District are evidences of our accomplisnhments.
The affluedcy of today is cerfainly much'more noticeable than yesterday

and more would be experienced.

There were moments in our almqst"six years of stewardship when turciient
polivical atmospnere would have weakened a lesser man to extreme frustration,
but I for one, withstood such turbulence and continued to weather 1t ous
in the spirit not that of a‘master,but a devoted and dedicated public servant,
entrusted upon an oaih'fomdiécharge this public trust as though I was given
a public mandate through an electorate process. It is the challenges oI the

days ashead that urge me to serve.

Unquestionably, there were moments of differences of options and set of
- epproaches to a common goel, but wé have the same solemn mission and theaz

is to serve our people.
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Wnen we .should ri.-.n thal rightful sge when we will have peen placed on y
the sidelines be. .ze of our age, cue of our satisfactions is to reflect

in retroswect ar” eminisce that wa were part of that fcundation and that

we are glad thexn certain measurzs of devotion we were able to assist

and to serve our - ople. For the measurement of perscnal gratification

lieé not in tae = “incial pride that one harvors for all of the accomplish-
ments that one ha achieves, but rather lies in the spiritual satisfaction

that when he weas :ummoned to ser:+ he was able to help hcwever little

help one gave. ‘

-And so, this is the state of our District, as we bic farewell to the

. year under report and as we begin- to chart the course for this year and

subsequent years. The many challenges to come vary in dimensions brought

about by the changes of time and all of the paraphernalias which accompany

- the changing oi the character of a community, but we are no longer an

isclated community, we are part of the total community of the world.
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