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 THE PERSONEL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PTFSIDFJT OF THE
{

‘hﬁS"ﬁ&EC FROM THE PRESIDENMT AND THE SECHETARY OF

COMMUNITY A4D THE CHAMBER OF COul

ASAIPAN_FEBtulﬁn(MNS)4-*A.COb“VAJf ESTABLISHING A [qu’
COMMONYEALTH OF THE HORTHERN MARIAYA ISLANDS IN POLITICAL = ﬁﬁvdf
U104 WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ¥AS SIGUED ON T é’
SAIPAN FEBRUAKY 15. THE SIGUING CLEARS THE KAY FOR o Qa\
SUBHISSION OF THE DOCUNEYT T0 THE HARLANAS LEGISLATURE TOR ﬁ&wy~

L ITS CONSIDERATICM. ‘T‘( APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATURE,

THE COVENANT WILL BE VOTED O BY THE PEOPLE OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANAS,  BOTH HOUSES OF THE UNITED STATES

"CONGRESS WILL uk ASKLED TO AFPROVE THE COVENANT

FCLLOWING COMPLETION OF THE MARIANAS' PORTION OF THE c
RATIFICATION thLLSSQ THE SIGHING TOCOK PLACE IN THE ,:///////

FILLED AUDITOKRIUM u“ TAE WHOUNT CARMEL SCHOOL WHERE
THE FIRST ROUdD OF MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS !
BECAN 1IN DECEUBER 19!“ :

IN HIS REMARKS DURING THE PUBLIC SIGHING CEREMONY,

UdITED HWU¢hay AFBASSADOR- Foo HAYRH WILLIANS READ

INTERLOR, PRESIDERT FORD'S MECSSAGE Eh‘r‘un“ HIS “WARMEST
CONGRATULATIO Jo TO THE PEOPLLE OF THE HORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVES SIGH 4 COVENANT OF :
POLITICAL UNIO} WITH THE UNITED STATES.Y THE ‘ _ T
PRESIDEHT CORTINUED, STATING THAT “OVER THE PAST '
QUARTER CENTURY YOU HAVE CONSISTENTLY FOUGHT TO FOEM A

C* CSER URION WITH THE UNITED STATES. YE HAVE WELCOMED THAT
D SIEF VAICH I8 EM3CDIED 1IN THE COVERNANT WHICH WE SIGN TODAY
i S COVERAJT, THE PRODUCT OF ALMOST THEEE YEARS OF o
COF“ELAlIVL DISCUSSIO0ONG, RECOGHIZES BOTH OF CQUR INTERESTS

I THIS NEY RELATIONSHIP. THE UNITED STATES LOOKS FORUWAED

- TC AN ENDURIRNG AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL UNION. WITH WaRM

GOOD WISHES, GERALD Re FOID. v
ABASSADOR WILLIAMS DREW ATTENTION TC THE FACT THAT. THE
SIGNING ENDS ANOTHER CHAPTER IN THE LOYG HISTURY OF THE
DESIRLE OF THE PEOQPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS FOR POLITICAL
USICON WITH THE UNITED STATES, A STORY WHICH BEGAN MNORE
THAN TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGC. THE OPZNING OF FORNMAL
HEGOTIATIOUS LEADING TO THE COVENANT SIGHED TODAY,
ANPASSADOR WILLIAWS STATED, BEGAN FOLLOWING CREATION OF THE
MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSICY BY THE DISTRICT & |
LEGISLATURE IN 1972. THE STATUS COM1ISSION IS A BROADLY
REPRESEHNTATIVE RBODY CONXSISTING OR REPRESENTATIVES of THE
POLITICAL PARTIES, THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, AND' SUCH
IMPORT ANT ELENENTS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR AS THE CAROLINIAN
IERCEe

~ LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, THE AMBASSADOR STATED

INSTALLATION OF 4 wiu GOVERUBEST OF THE UORTHERN .
UNDER THEIE OWN COUSTITUTION COULD TAKE PLACE A :
SUMER OF FALL OF 1978¢ Tix TIMI4G WILL DEPEMD O :

SPEED WITH WHICH THE Qova;hm? GOVES THROUSH THE | IGATIO
PROCESS AND THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURE CALLS A €OR 104 TO
DRAFT A CONSTITUTION. THE DATE FOR THE PLEBISCITE, WHICH

VILL BE OBSERVED BY THE UNITED HATIONS, HAS SOT BEOY SET, BUT-
IT 15 HOPED THAT IT WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE LAST TWO WEEXS OF

JUNE 1975,

 MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION CHAINMAN EDUA
DLG PANGELINAN EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE THAT THE 8EGOTI A*TO&S

p FEN SUCCESSFUL BCLUDED AND STATED THAT THE |
)éml Bf}z‘j }Ilg.?ilkagfz] lrfbrlgwgrﬁ‘&f&?iﬁ}\?r?éi‘h 'J"f-‘irf)' OPLE 13620
CONTINUED, SAYING THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE (ARLANAS ARE 2
PREPARED TO “EMBRACF THE U#ITED STLTES CCRSTITUTION AND

| BILL OF RIGHTS" BOTH THE AMBASSADOR AHD CHAIRDPIAN

PiAT
ANGELINAYN SPOKE OF THE NEED TO FULLY INFORM THE PEOPLE OF
MIEARING OF THE COVENAMNT SO THAT THEY Cad¥ EXPRRsS THET




"COLLECTIVE WILL IN AN ACT OF SELF DETERMINATION DURING THE
. PLEBISCITE, .
IN ADDITION TO THOSE SIGHING, DIGNITARIES IN ATTEADANCE
L~ RN INCLUDED LIEUTEZNANT GCVERNOR OF GUAIT RUDY SABLAN, GUAM }
~ *  SENATOR VICENTZ (BEB) £DA, THE TRUST TEREITORY HIGH |
. COMMISSIONER AND DEPUTY HIGH CONMISSIONER, EDWARD E. JOHNSTON;
~AND PETER T. COLEIMAN, MARIANAS DISTRICT ADMIHSTRATOR N
“FRANCISCO T. 4DA. THE INVOCATION wWAS GIVEN BY HIS EXCELLENCE !
FELIXBERTO FLORES, BISHOP OF THE DICCESE OF AGANA; THE f
'BENEDICTION BY REVERAND [1ACKX WILLIAMS, PASTOR OF THE SAIPAX
COMMUNITY CHURCH. . , _ :
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