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SUBJECT| UN DBSERVED PLEBISCITE {N MARIANAS
REP1 A)SYATE 783 .aaigggijﬂﬁﬂ - |
DEPT PASS INTERJOR DOTA AND OMSN -

EINCREP FOR STATUS LNO 3 L , o
4, ON ASSUMPTION THAT COMMONWEALTH COMPACT WiLL BE S{GNED
WITH MARJANAS POCITICAL STATUS COMMISSEION IN NEXY FEW DAYS,
WE BELIEVE TWAT DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER WHAT UN
VISITING MISSION AND Te WILL LOOK FOR WHEN DECIDING WHETHER
70 GIVE STAMP OF APPROVAL TO FORYHCQMING PLEBISCITE, -
2, VISITING MISSION WILL ASSUME THAT US, AS ADMINISTERING

NHONEST (E,8, NO RIBGING.OF BALLOTS) AND "FAIRn (E,8, VOTERS
BIVEN, REAL CWOICE OF ALTERNATIVES PROVIRED WiTH CLEAR BXPLANATION
'AHEADI OF TIME ON POLITICAL IMPLIGATIONS OF ALTERNATIVES,),
IN ORDER TO ALLAY SUSPIGIONS AND ASSURE VISITING MISSION THAT
PLEBISCITE HONEST AND FAtR; US SWOULD ENABLE VISITING MISSION TO
GBSERVE BLECTION CAMPAIGN BEFQRE VOTE AS WELL AS POLLING PLACES
ON DAY QF VOTE, IN ADDITION, AS NOTED REFTEL B, T? GOVERNMENT
BHOULD BE ABLE 7O DEMONSTRATE THAT 1T WAS G1VEN BOYH SUPPORTERS
AND OPPONENTS OF COMMONWEALTW COMPACT EQUAL ACCESS T0 YRANSs
;o:;aqéou AND COMMUNICATION PACILITIES IN MARTANAS DURING
AMPATGN, |

3, VISITING MISSION AND %C WiLL BE PARTICULARY SENSITIVE

0 CHARGES TWAT US ATTEMPTING TO ANNEX TBRRITORY, TWESE

18 BXCLUSIVE PUNCT]ON OF MARJANAS POLITICAL STATUS
COMMISSION AND 195 SUPPORTERS, WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THATY
NO REPEAY NQ US OFF1CIAL PARTICIPATE. IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN, -
4, SqNCE CHOICES BEING OFFERED MAR]ANAS DIFFER SUBSTANTIALLY .
FROM ALTERNAT]VES CONTAINED {N PRESENT EDUCATION FOR SELF=GOVERNe
MENT PROBRAM; (AS OUTLINED TO .LAST SESS]ON OF T€), NEW ESG —
PROGRAM DES]GNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR MARIANAS SHOULD BE PREPARED
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, T¢ RECOGNIZES RESPONSIBILITY OF US AS
ADMINISTERING POWER YO CONDUET ESG PROGRAM, WE BELIGVE 'THAY
VISITING MISSION AND TC WILL CONSIDER ESG PROGRAM L[EQJTIMATE
USG AND TTP] RUBLJC INFORMATION EFFORY 56 LONG AS 1T REMAINS
08JEGTIVE IN PRESENTING ALTERNATIVES WITWOUT B14S,

aﬁAngﬁs AN BE REBUYTED §0 LONG AS CAMPAIGN {N FAVOR GF

5, 1T 1S MOST IMPORTANT Y0 KEEP TOTALLY SEPARATE ESG PROGRAM, :..
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© WHICW IS US RESPONSIBIL1TY, AND ELECTJONEERING FOR AND AGAINSY

- GOMPACT, WH]CH [S PART OF MARJANANST QWN RPOLITICAL PROCESS !N

:#ERGISING THEJR RIGWT ToO SELF-DBTERMlNATION. BENNETT
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