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SU__,",',!SSION OF "IME: DOCUMENT T0 Tt4E MAR!AN_S LEGISLATURE FOR
IT5 CONSIDERATI01",, AFTER APPROVAL EY THE LEGISLATURE,
TI4E_C0VEN_NT _!LL. EE VOTED ON BY TI4E PEOFLE OF THE

NO_T,I_EF_N MA_IANA£, BOTH HOUSES OF THE UNITED STATES
C0 "'T"" IL ED_...,,-,_Sw L [SE ASK T0 APPF_0VE THE COVENANT
FOLEO_ING COMPLE'ION OF THE MA_IAt';AS_ PORT!ON OF" TI-R.'E
RATIFICAT!0N PF40CESS, 'THE SIGNING TOOK PLACE IN THE

...... FILLED AUDITORIUM OF THE MOUNT CAR,V.EL SCHOOL WHERE
'If4"..;'FIRST _0UNr., OF MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS

BEGIA,".'IN DECEMBER _.972,
IN HIS _EMA,_KS DURING THE PUSLIC SIGNING CEREMONY,

'IHEIPERSONEL _EFRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT OF 'THE
U_IiTED STATES, A_._.@ASSADOR F, HAYDN WILLIAMS READ

MESSAGES FR0h" THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF
INI'ERIO_, PRESIDENT FORD'_S MESSAGE EXTENDED HIS ttWARMEST
CONIG_ATULAT:.OI-4S TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTI4ERN MARIANA
!S_:,"CDS AS T_EIR REPRESENTATIVES SIGN A COVENANT DF
PDL!ITICAL UNION WITH THE IJN]TED STATES," THE
FRE'SIDEh;T CONTINUED, STATING ThAT "OVER THE PAST

_- QUAinTER CENTURY YOU HAVE CONSiSTENTLY FOUGHT TO FORM A
CL0SEF( U,"!ION V_ITH THE UNITED STATES, VIE HAVE WELCOMED THAT
DESIRE I,;H!CH IS EHSOI_IF_D IN THE COVENANT WHICH WE SIGN TODAY,

• .": THi._ COVEI.4ANi, II',4E FRODUCT oF ALMOST THREE YEARS OF
C00PEF. A'IIVE DISCUSSI'J_4S, RECOGNI_ES BOTI.4OF OUR INTERESTS
IN_TF41S NEw RELATIONSHIP, THE UNITED STATES LOOKS FORWARD
TO, A_',:ENDU.qlI'.GAND MUTUALLY BENEF]CIAL UNION, WITH WARM
GOOD wISHES, GERALD R, FOF_D,"

;At.IBASSADOR k|LLIA_'IS D,RE',,,'ATTENTION T0 THE FACT TI-.IATTHE
SI,G,",,I_,,GENE,S ANOTHE.,R CHAPTER IN THE LONG HISTORY OF THE
DE,SI_E OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NDRTI4ERN MARIANAS FOR POLITICAL
UN!I0;','._ITHTHE UNI"rEE STA3"ES, A STORY V4HICN BEGAN MORE

"rNiAi'4T_ENTY FIVE YEARS AGO, THE OPENING OF F0_-IAL
NEGOTiAI'IONS LEADING TO IHE COVENANT SIGNED TODAY,
AH'_ASS,_DOR WILLIAhS STA'TED, BEGAN FOLLOWING CREATION OF TI.4E

• MA_RIANAS POL!:TICAL STATUS COMV_ISSI0._ BY THE DISTRICT
LEGISLATURE IN 3.972. THE STATUS._0.v,_,",_I_SI.Q,t,,JI,,SA BROADLY

.!..;. REPRES'_TATIVF,,°:BI_T-.:Y:C0_,I_'_I.".'G_._ R,_P'R_SE_'I:.A:'IVESOF THE
POLITICAL PAR':I_S_ ._H_i_IS'ZRI'G'I:t:ESIS,LITL_=_,:A_D SUCH

.---.:-,-,-.,,._::..Ie,P0RT_,_T ELE_EB_VS" @F°'"TI..tE"PR"I'VAT'ESE'CT'0R"_S'_HE CAROLINIAN
"_-','._!.'_ICOMMUNITY AND THE CHAMSER OF COMMERCE,
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LOOKING TO T_E rU"[UREe THE AMBASSADOR STATED THAT
INSTALLAT|DN OF A NEW GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHERN IqARIANAS
UNDER TXEIR OWk CONSTITUTION COULD TAKE PLACE AS EARLY AS THE
SUMMER OR FALL (aF 1976. THE TIMING WILL DEPEND ON THE
SPEi-D WITH r W_ICFi THE COVENANT F,OVES THROUGH THE RATIFICATION

PROCESS ANDS'T_ku,_DISTRICT. LEGISLATURE CALLS A CONVENTION TOD_ArT A C 'TITU'TION THE DATE FOR THE PLEBISCITEa WHICH

WILL BE OBSEF;V_D BY THE UNITED NATIONS, HAS NOT BEEN SET, BUT
IT IS HOPED TH/,'I IT WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE LAST Tk'O WEEKS OF
JUNE _.975.

MARIANA!S POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN EDWARD

DLG PANGELINAN EXPRESSED IRIS PLEASURE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS
HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED AND STATED THAT '[HE PEOPLE
OF THE MARIANAS A_F. PREPARED FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT, HE

CONTINUED/_ SAY|NG THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS ARE
PREPARED TO "EMBRACE THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND
ITS BILL OF RIGHTS" BOTH TIRE AMBASSADOR AND CHAIRMAN
PANGELINA_ SRO_,E OF THE NEED TO FULLY INFORM THE PEOPLE OF

THE MEANIt_G OF THE COVENANT SO THAT 'tHEY CAN EXPRESSTHEIR
COLLECTIVE kILL IN AN ACT OF SELF DETERMINATION DURING THE

PL_JISCITE,
IN ADDITION TO 'IHOSE SIGNING, DIGNITARIES IN ATTENDANCE

INCLUDED .LIELTENANT GOVERNOR OF GUAF',RUDY SABLAN_ GUAM
SENATOR VICENTE (BEB} ADA, THE TRUST TERRITORY HIGH
COMMISSIONER AND DEPUTY HIGH COKI,',ISSIONER, EDWARD E. JOHNSTON
AND PETERI T. CULEMAN, MARIANAS DISTRICT ADMINSTRA_TOR
FRANCISCO T. ADA, THE INVOCATION WAS GIVEN BY HIS EXCELLENCE

FELIXBERTIO FLORES, BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF AGANA.I 'THE _
BENEDICTION BY REVERAN_ MACK WILLIAMS, PASTOR OF THE SAIPAN ....-
COMMUNITY; CHURCIR ,
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