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FOURTH I_TARIA_AISI.ANDS DISTRICT I_GISLATURE "_
(./_,

FIFTH REGUIAR SESSXON

ACT NO. 100-1975

INTRODUCED BY: HON. JUAN LG. CADRERA, SAIPAN

I. AN ACT EXPRESSING THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE OF THE

2. ,_ARIANA ISLANDS WITH RESPECT TO ALL PUBLIC lANDS,

3. IMPLEh_NTING THE REQUXRE_ENTS OF ORDER NO, 2969
4. OF THE SECRETARY OF THE lliTERIOR OF TIIE UNITED

5. STATE,8 OF AMERICAt DATED DRCE_'_BER26, 1974, AND

6. DESiGNAT_NG THE ENTITY TO RECEIVE, IIOLD AND
7. AI_,IINISTERTHE P_I_LIC LANDS TO BE RETUF_NED BY
8. THE HIGH C(}h'E.IISS£ONER

9, BE IT ENACTED BY T}IE FOURTH _ARIANA ISlANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, T]/AT:

10. WIIEREAS, the people of the Martana Islands District desire the return

11. of all right, title and interest in and to all public lands presently held

12. by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; and

13. WHEREAS, the people of the t_arians Islands District seek the return of

ld. all right 0 title and interest in and to such public lands _ _f_ f_ f_

15. _ _X_ ##f _ _Y_¢_df_ _g at the earliest possible time; and

16. _ERFAS, the United States, as the Administering Authoritys now

17. proposes to return certain of the public lands of the Mariana Islands

1_. District, subject to certain conditions, all as set forth in Order No. 2969

19. of the Secretary of the Interior dated December 26_ 1974 (hereinafter called

20& the Public Land Secretarial Order).
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1. NOV;THEREFORE. BE IT ENACTED BY THE FOURTH I_u'tIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT

2o LEGISLATURE THAT*.

30 Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to satify the conditions

4. precedent set forth in SeCtion 6 of the Secretarial Order to

5. the return by the Administerinc Authority of certain pubile

6. lands of the _ariana Islands District in trust for the people

7. of the _ariana Islands District; to Create the legal entity to

8. receive such public lands in trust for the people of the

9. Mariana Islands District; to designate such legal entity to

10. receive, hold and administer such public lands in trust for the

U. people of the Mariana Islands; 40 reserve the power of the

12. E_ariana Islands District Legislature to enact laws providing

13. for the exercise of the pov;er of eminent domain and the

14. establishment of adjudicatory bodies for settlement of claims

15. to title or rights in the lands transferred; and formally to

16. request the High Commissioner to convey to the legal entity

17. created hereby the public lands to be returned pursuant to the

18. Secretarial Order.

19. Section 2. Reservation of Powers by the Trust Territory of the Pacific

20. Islands. The _riana Islands District Legislature hereby

21. recognizes that the Secretarial Order reserves to the Central

22. Govermnent of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, until

23. separate edminlstration or termination of the Trusteeship

24. whicllever shall sooner occur_ (a) the paramount power of eminent

25. domain to take lands for public purposes pursuant to law and

26. (b) the right to regulate all activities affecting conservation,

27_ navigationp or commerce in and to the navigable waters; ",

28. tidelands, filled lands, submerged lands and lagoons; .L=_ ._
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1. provided that, in the exercise of such right, the Central

2. Government does not unnecessarily interfere with the exercise

3. of all prior traditional rights in and to such lands.

4. Section 3. C_eatlcn of the Entity to Receive, Hold and Admlnlster the

5. Public Lands.

6. (a) There is hereby created a corporation to be known as the

7. Marianas Public Land Corporation (hereinafter called the

8. Corporation). Pursuant to the Secretarial Order, the Cor_orstion

9. shall have perpetual Juridical existence.

10. (b) The Corporation is a legal person created to receive in

ll. trust for the benefit of the people of the Mariana Islands all

12. right, title and interest in and to public lands to be returned

13. pursuant to the Secretarial Order or any order or law hereinafter

14. returning additional public lands (hereinafter called the Trust

15. Lands). Accorctlngly, the Corporation shall not be operated for

13. the pecuniary gain or profit, direct or indirect, or any person

17. but rather for the pecuniary gain or other benefit to the

18. people of the _arlana Islands. _ __X_ _7 g_ _

_2. (c) The Corporation shall be a membership corporation composed

23. of members who agree to participate in the activities of the

24. Corporation for the benefit of the people of the _ariana Islands.

25. The follov#Ing public officials and individuals are eligible to

26. be the first members of the Corporation:
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1. (1) The ?_ayors of Saipan, Rota and Tinian;

2. (2) Sixteen persons appointed by the Marianas District

3. Legislature, no more than eight of whom shall be members

4. of the le_dislature and at least two of whom shall be

5. representatives of the United Carolinian Association;

6. (3) Fifteen persorm appointed by the Municipal Council of

7. Saipan, no more than seven of whom shall be members of the

g. Counc11 ;

9, (4) Nine persons appointed by the Municipal Council of Rota,

10. no more than four of whom shall be members of the Council;

11. and

12. (5) Seven persons appointed by the Municipal Councll of Tinlan_

13. no more than three of whom shall be members of the Council.

1_. _f¢_g¢ __ ¢_g_ _ _ _,'V __¢_.

17. The office of the Legislative Counsel for the Mariana Islands Distric t

10,. Levi_l_turo _hall be nr4mnrilv r_._non._thl_. _ow .pvovidin_ l_nl _rv4_._._

10_. _ mny b_ r_u!r_d bY the Corpor.tion.

20. (d) The following Indlvlduals are hereby designated the incorporators

21, of the Corporation:

2_. (1) _.vo persons appointed by the Marianas District Legislature;

23. (2) axle persons appointed by the _,_artanas Political Status

2d. Co_uuission;

25. (3) Two persons appointed by the Municipal Council of Tlr£tan;

23. (4) Two persons appointed by the Municipal Council of Rota; and

27. (5) _vo persons appointed by the _,_unlclpal Council of Saipan;
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I. Provided, however, that if any incorporator named pursuant to

2. this Act becor_es unwilling or unable to serve as an

4. incorporator, then the remaining incorporators designated

5. hereby are hereby empowered to elect, by majority vote, the

3. successor to any such named incorporator.

7. (e) The incorporators are hereby authorized and directed to

8. take the steps required by this Act to organize the

9. Corporation promptly in order that the return of the Trust

10. Lands for the benefit of the people of the _arlana Islands

II. shall be expedited.

12. (f) _le incorporators are directed to review the draft Articles

13. of Incorporation submitted to the District Legislature and

ld. to make such modifications thereto as the incorporators

15. shall deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this

16. Act and the Secretarial Order and to benefit the people

17. of the Marlana Islands;

18. Provided, however, that the incorporators are not authorized

19. to make any __ chan_es in the draft Articles "which

20. diminish the authority of the District Leglslature or any po

21. popularly elected legislative successor thereto with respect

22. to the Corporation.

23. (g) The Corporation shall have the powers enumerated in this

_4. Act, the Secretarial Order and the Articles of i:.

25. Incorporation adopted by the incorporators; provided,

26. however, that the powers o_ the Corporation shall be

27. subject to the limitations set forth in subsections

28. (d), (e) and (f) of Section 6 of the Secretarial Order.
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1. (h) After the incorporators have approved the Articles of

2. Incorporation and the By-laws of the Corporation, the

3. incorporators are hereby directed to file the Articles of

_. Incorporation and the By-laws in the office of the

5. Registrar of Corporation of the Trust Territory of the

6. Pacific Islands and of the Clerk of the District Court of

7. the r,iariana Islands District and, upon such filing, the

9. organization of the Corporation shall proceed in the

9. manner contemplated by the Articles of Incorporation _

10. and the By-laws.

11. (1) The activities of the Corporation shall be conducted in

12. accordance with its Articles of Incorporation and By--_aws,

13. each as amended from time to time.

14. (J) After the organization of the Corporation is complete, the

15. Corporation shal____l_ _¢_ __ _ receive from the

IG. High Commissioner- (1) complete records and an accountin_

17. for and legal descri.ptlon of all Trvst Lands to be returned _

l_. includin_ a full disclosure of all claims to and liti_ation

19. pendin_ relevant to rights, title and interest_i_Stl_h l_ilds.

20. which have been doctn_ented by the United States and the

21. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islandsr and (2) all right,

22. title and interest of the Govermnent of the Trust Territory

23. of the Pacific Islands in the Trust Lands. In connection

24. with the transfer of title from the High Commissioner to

25. the Corporation, the Corporation is hereby authorized to

23. a_ree to hold the United States Government and the Central
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1. Gover_ent of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

2. and their respective agencies or political subdivisions

3. harmless from any and all claims relating to the lands

4. conveyed arisin_ after the date of conveyance other than

5. claims resulting directly from the actions of the United

6. Government, the Government of the Trust Territory of the

7. Pacific Islands, their respective agencies or political

_. subdivisions or any of their duly authorized agents.

9. Section 4. Guidelines Concernin_ Use and D_s_osition of the Trust Lands.

10. The members of the Corporation shall adopt policy guidelines

11. setting forth limitations on land dispositions and outlining

12. the procedures to be followed in connection therewith

13. (hereinafter called the Trust Policy Guidelines). Until the

14. Trust Policy GuidOlines shall have been adopted, the Corporation

15. shall not have any power to dispose of any interest in the

1G. Trust Lands except for the povler to execute on behalf of the

17. people of the _iana Islands bindin_ a_reements to meet land

1_. requirements of the United States designated in a future status

19. agreement approved by the people of the _ariana Islands.

20. Section 5. Revenues o

24. _ _¢ _f _ _¢_/_f¢_ _f _¢ ¢_ ¢_ CZ_

26. _a) All revenues _enerated from the use_ sale _ dispositi0n and

27. adminis_ration of the Trust Lands pursuant to this Act shall

I: 7GO
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1. be de uosited in the General Fund of the _riana Islands

2. District I_islature.

3. _ll_g_¢_l_l_l__l_l'Z¢#_l_l_l_,/_¢_iCf

5. ###¢l_ff¢i_li!li_#ltf¢l_lMYlfi_#l_#li_#l_#/l_#lt#y_#_ff#j/f7 ........ ...

8.
. : _ I I t

. ,, ....

•:II. (b) At the end, o.f.. each fisca,1 year_ the Cer_orati_on shha.ll " : t,'-t!i._t,,,_tb<

12. _reJ_are ,and subml.t to .the legl.s_lati._re for ,Its consideration

13. and fundin_..,,.for the next fiscal year, funds necessary to

14. conduct its activities.

15. _//_l_/_l_l_l_l#_//_/¢__#d_X

20. _'_¢I _# _ I;?_I_¢_I_IY# _I#/ I II'I_# I _# _ I __¢#_ / I ¢¢_ #_I __

Io,_I
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_':_. Section 6. Annual Report to the People. _te Corporation shall prepare

2. an annual report to the people of the _._ariana Islands

3. setting forth (i) a stnnmary o_ its activities and proposed

4. activities, (ii) its financial statements for the past fiscal

5. year and (iii) its budget projections for the current fiscal

6. year. The Corporation shall publish its report in a manner

7. selected to reach the broadest se_lent of the people of the

9. r_ariana Islands. The Corporation's annual report shall be

9. sent to the _ariana Islands District Legislature.

10. Section 7. Reservation of Power to Enact Certain Laws.

:ll. Pursuant to the Secretarial Order, the P,lariana Islands

1_. District _egislature is empowered to enact laws providing for

13. the exercise o_ the power of eminent domain, creating

Id. adjudicatory bodies for the settlement of claims to title

15. or rights in the lands transferred, and establishing a

16. progrsxa for l,omesteading on the land transferred to the

17. district legal entity. The power to enact such laws is

19. hereby reserved. Until the District Legislature shall

19. establish or designate an adjudicatory body for the

20. settlement of claims to title or rights in the Trust Lands,

_I. the Corporation is hereby empowered to settle title in any

22. portion of the Trust Lands in proceedings in the High

23. High Court of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

24. Section 8. Formal Request to High Commissioner. On behalf of the people,

25. the Mariana Islands District Legislature hereby formally

26. requests, as required by Section 1 of the Secretarial Order,

27, the lligh Co_nissioner to convey to the Corporation the

1..3752
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I. public lands to be returned pursuant to the Secretarial

2. Order.

I0, Section 9. Effective Date° This Act shall take effect upon approval

11. by the Distrlc¢ Ad_inistrator_ or upon its becoming law

12. without such a_uroval.

JPA3SED BY THE FOURTH _Ia.RIAI_AIS_ DISTRICT LEGISLATURE _TARCI!__, 1975.


