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.:.._....:,...: SenatorGary Hart (D-C,olorado) said Sunday, (March9) he is attempting;' :,,_ ,i -._"-.]_. ' "

'-:"_".,;"_"_•_ to rally supportto block measureaimed at convertingthe Mariana Islands

.:._.:,.._,.:.,:..._from a UnitedNationsTrusteeshipto a UnitedStatesMilitaryColony,•

-,- accordingto a recent UnitedPress International(UPI)story.

"l'he only reason the Ford-Administration wants to take control of

• these tranquilislands',againstthe wishes of the LegislatureofMicronesia,

. " is to build additional,enormouslyexpensivebasesin the PacifiC,"Hart

l...:i-_,i'i::i;!i!i!• said. "But the'Congress_andthe Americanpeoplehave never been asked what

I C!:)}:_:?!_J they think of this idea.'
T/
,.,, Hart said, a measureto be consideredin the Senate soon provides$1.5

+_ m.?;:_{2: millionto aid in convertingthe .sparselypopulatedchain of islands,and
,_,

" _!ii was includedin a bill to increasehousekeepingmoney for this fiscalyear

• !::..:t:. for Micronesia.
"":."':'t,i__.

7._'.._i':: :>,_: He said he would offer an amendmentto the bill thatwould delete the
'. "., "C_a;_',

•,....,._,-,,:'_..._..• "takeover.provisions.!""Thereis lot wrong with this scheme,"he said.

__:": "It is appallingthat the UnitedStatesof Americawould involveitself in

• . ,%-,.. • •

_...,_: this type of archaicpolicy."

. _._ "

•..... Hart said the Administrationhad planneda timetablecallingfor an

•i:il. electionto be held in June for Marianascitizensto determinewhether they
;it<

want to become American citizens.

•"Right after the elect:ion, the Pentagon plans to set up a new United

i:_:-''_?, States-AdministeredGovernmentand then approachthe Congressto ask approval-.,'.'.,?_v._ •

":_:'::'.:_ for the takeover, Hart said.

:::*_r, Accordingto the timetab'l,e.establishedin the CommonwealthCompactsigned

]CmIN""":"_:" last month between Marianas and U.S Negotiators, the U.S will not begin leasi:
•..,. ,.'- : ,. _.

•. •._i'



!
" or controllingland in the islandsuntil full ColwnonwealthStatus is

_._,._,,._ established. That has been•estimatedby FranklinHaydn Williams,the

:_;i_;'_!'_:J Chief U.S Negotiator,to be about 1980.
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