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MVTrent: 3-13-75 :kkc

DRAFT PROCLAMATION BY SECRETARY OF TIIE INTI';R]_OR .,

WIIEREAS on February 15, ].9"15 l.-]_eM:_rl;_nas Pol'j.tical

I]1;;_1:_'; ('._)m,,i :.;'; i.ou. ;lied Ih,: Pl:c:.;id,:nl;. f :i lh_;:_on,l]. Ilc:p_;c,:;,.',nl-a-

hive for Micronesian Status Negotiations signed a Covenant .-;"i;...'

' to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands • ".

in Political. Union with the United' Stakes of Ame,rica; and . ,:-

• WHEREAS this signing marked'the ct_];_inakL]o_n qf more" '.. .".!

.. " " - ' • " ' ,''".-"--..--
-. than •two years of active study and negoki/atigns between tile "

two parties and of more than itwenty ye/rs of, efforts by'' "

the people of .the Northern Marianas to fichleye' a'3status-

I. of close association withthe United S£I_," alld " '

WIIEREAS the Covenant was unaninlous].y _:atJ.ff_;.,{don
/

February 20, 1975 by the Marianas District Lg_ji.slature ;-

and .

.. WIIEREAo_.hy_ Resolution. _o .... of .__

.... " --'- S t a to s: :as . A dm:ih :_-s t-a _.i ng.::. Au thbk2i h_-_-o, f-,__=hhe--Tr U ,_k. Te r r-i.t (Jr-#._ 5--...::_:'_ :=
. _ ., ._

of tl_e Pacific Islands .to set a date a_d call a plebiscite i..'":

in the Marianas- Is],ands District re].at[ve to.the Covenant; : "
. . • ..

NOW TItEREFORE, I, Rogers C.B. Morton, SecreI-ary of the ..

.- Interior, do hereby •call for a plebiscite to be held on- '

(Tuesday, June 17, 19751 throughout the Mariana Islands": "....

Distr.|.ct to provide an opportuniI-y for the voter's of that - _

'. , ;-_'_ <;_.#_,. . .'.- :.,
• " "' 2 , " '"°: '"

• • ,

• .-. . .



/ g.

/ _2_

/," District to exercise their right of self-determination
I
t

under the_Trusteeship Agreement. In order to encourage (_/

__a vote as [_ossible, I declare ,that the day of _c_ [_i_,.

the l,_.c'.l_i.:.Ici.l:c :-;hn].]. l,e a public ho].idny in t-he Mariana /-_ i
[

l'.:l] ,.lll<l:.i I) i:;l't'ict, k(O
. i

I further declare that the ballot to be presented .to L_
• _.'.

registered voters in the plebiscite shall be strictly i) _0_ ;.:y

limited to the foillowing wording: . .,.,,,,,_,,
• <_ . _'k_'k_, _, + ,.

/'-7 Yes - I vote for CommonwealthXand political Ott_ ;.,_..

union with the United Skates as set b _ '_ _.,.forth in this, Covenant. _0.¢-_'_,k'_ _i_ _

/_-7 No - I vote against Commonwealth_and in favor _ _ _ 17-

of remaining a part of Micr_nesia_whatever _bi
future status may be negotiated. J _ " -_ t_-.'_'_'

y,
!. . _ .

I invite the United Nations to send observers at any _
\

time convenient to themselves to witness the Plebiscite !

• Information and Education Program, registration of voters, !, '_(,:_ [,

and other pre-plebiscite activity, and to witness the '" :_

_)!':k_\ piebiscite' itseif. _Fulle'sh-possible'.:faeilities will be .... _ ,'
accorded such • observers.

i

I have today issued Secretarial Order No. which _e.

defines authority and means for holding the plebiscite in line
t:

with the responsibility of the United Skates as Administering

Authority.
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