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By I ETTER DATED HARcH 7w t975 YOU ASKED YOUR COLLEAGUES TO
SLIP=ORT AN AHENDMENT YOU kILL OFFER TO STRIKE SECTION 2
FROm S,328, RECOMMENDED BY THE AOHINISTRATION AND APPROVED
_ZiTHOUT DISSENT BY THE SENATE COHNZTTEE ON I_TERIOR AND
I_ISIILAR AFFAIRSj SECTION 2 OF S,32B AUTHORtZE$ _t,5
HTLLION TO"AID ;N THE TRANSITION OF THE HARIANA ISLANDS

OT:STR|CT TO A NEW COMHONNEALTH STATUS AS A TERRXTORY OF
" ON BEHALF OF THE MARIANAS POLITICALTHE UNITED STATES,

STIATU$ COHMISSlON (HPSC) AND THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
HARTANASe WE ARE RESPECTFULLY _RITING TO STATE OUR REA-
SeNS FOR OPPOSING YOUR AMENDHENT, AND TO CLARIFY CERTAIN
$T!ATEHENTS HADE IN YOUR LETTER,

J

Omi FEBRUARY tSw 1975 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES
AND MEMBERS OF THE MPSC SIGNED THE "COVENANT TO ESTABLISH
A _MHONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN HAR_ANA ISLANDS IN POLITI-
CA_ UNION NITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA", THE COVE-
NANTw NHICH HAS NON BEEN UNANIHOUSLY APPROVED BY .THE
P_Pq!LARLY-ELECTEO HARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGZSLATURE_
C.n_TAINS THE DETAILS OF THE PROPOSEO NE_ POLITICAL STATUS
F_R THE NORTHERN HA_IANAS, THE COVENANT SPECIFICALLY PRO-
VIOFS T_AT IT WILL NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNLESS IT IS
APPROVED BY BOTH THE MARIANAS PEOPLE IN A PLEBISC%TEe AnD
SVTHE UNITED STATES CONGRESS. THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH LED
T_' THE COVENANT TOOK HORE THAN TWO YEARSp OUR_NG WHICH
TINF THE COMHITTEES IN THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE NZTH PRI-
MARY JURISDICTION OVER THETRUST TERRITORY OF THEPACIFIC
ISL_DSw AS WELL AS INTERESTEO _EHBERS OF CONGRESSe HAVE
BEE_ FULLY BRIEFED AT REGULAR INTERVALS, THE COVENANT
ITSELF ISe OF C_URSEp A PUBLIC OOCUHENT..

S_CTION 2 OF S.326 IHPLEMENTS AN AGREEMENT REACHED BY THE
NEGOTIATING PARTIES THAT THE UNITED STATES _OULD FINANCE
CERTAIN OF THE LOCAL PLANNING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES WHICH
_LL BE NECESSARY TO ASSURE AN ORDERLY TRANSITtON FOR.THE "
Nn_THERN MARIANA.$ TO ITS NEw POLITICAL STATUSe IF THE
CnVWNANT IS APPROVED, THE FUNDS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE BY
THE UNITED STATES _ILL BE USED FOR A SPECIAL PROGRAH OF
TRA_SIT_ON _HICH_ AS SHDNN ZN THE SENATECOmMITTEE REPORT
A_D HEARING$_ _ZLL INCLUDE A LOCAL CONSTITUTIGNhL CONVEN-
TZO_ AND REFERENOUH_ THE PLANNING qF THE NE_ COmmONWEALTH
GnO_RNHENT_ THE PREPARATION FOR THE FIRST SESSION OF THE

• .: ..: : ..: : ..... • • • •• • • ooo oo
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W LOCAL LEGISLATUREP THE PLANNING OF THE.SOCIAL ANDYqICAL'INFRASTRUCTURE NECESSARY FOR A SELF-SUSTAINING
ECO'JOMye AND RELATED MATTERS,# IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT
THE TRUST TERRITORy HAS BEENp AS YOU PROPERLY RECOG-
INTZEe "LARGELY N_GLECTED"e ESPECIALLY, UNTIL RECENT YEARSp
!THE AMOUNT PROVIDED BY $,32G IS THE MINIMUM

!AMO'tNTNEEDED FOR THE TRANSITIONAL TASKS,

THUUGH WE DO NOT CON$1OER THE,POINT TO @ESIGNIFIGANTw
IwEL,oTEWATHAT THE FUNDS FOR TRANSITION AMOUNT TO $100 PER
PERSON oF THE pRESENT POPULATIONF NOT $1_0_ AS YnUR

L_TTER STATES_

UNOFR $,32_, THE TRANSITION FUND_ CANNOT BE OBLIGATED OR
EWPFNDED UNTIL CONGRESS APPROVES THE COVENANT, THUSw THE
BILL IN NO WAY PREJUDICES FULL CONGRESSIONAL CONBIDER-
IATInN OF THE PROPOSEO COVENANT AT A LATER haTE, IT-SIMPLY
IA_$URES THAT THE NECESSARY FUNDS wILL BE AVAILABLE IMMEDI-
JATELY, IF THE COVENANT I$ APPROVED, IF SECTION 2 WERE
STRUCK_ TRANSITION _OULO BE DELAYED UNTIL A BILL JUST LIKE

IS,3_6 COULD BE PASSED, -THAT WDULO DENY TO THE PEOPLE OF
THE NORTHERN MARIANAS FOR AN ADDITIONAL PERIOD THE BENE-
IFTT_ OF THE NEW POLITICAL STATUS WE HAVE SO LONG DE$IREDw
IF_R, AS IS OBVIOUSp THE NEW STATUS CANNOT BECOME FULLY
IEFFRCTIVE AS A PRACTICAL MATTER UNTIL THE CON3TITUTIONAL
ICnNVENTION IS COMPLETED AND GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMIC PLAN-
ININ_• IS ACCOMPLISHED,

R MORE THAN 20 YEARSe SENATORe THE PEOPLE OF THE MARI-
iANA_, IN VARIOUSREFERENOA AND THROUGH THEIR ELECTED
LEAnER$ IN THE MARIANAS OZSTRICT LEGISLATUREw HAVE
EYP_ESSEO IN EVERY POSSIBLE wAY OUR DESIRE TO ENTER• INTO

IA PFRHANENT POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP wiTH THE UNITED STATES
A_O TO ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS OF U,So
CITTZENSHIP UNDER THE U,$= CONSTITUTION, WE HAVE NOT DONE
TwI_ BECAUSE wE BELIEVE IT WOULD BRING US "YEARS OF LUCRA-
T_VF SUBSIDIES" OR BECAUSE WE WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY
't_I_MEMBERMENT PLANS" ALLEDGEDLY PUT FORWARD BY THE UNITED
STA_E$| AS YOU SUGGEST, WE HAVE EWPREB$ED OUR DE}IRE FOR
A CLO@E RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE WE
BFLIEVE VERY FERVENTLY IN THE TIES OF INDIVIDUAL RT_HT$

A_O FREEDOM_ AND _HE DEMOCRATIC _ILOSOPHY wHICH _ _ SU$-.

TAI_.ED ._:_OV_RaM&=_,AN_D:F_P.=_ _O_'tLMOST. 2_Z YEARS,... . %. : : : • ... • • • : :
P_G F ..... . • .. . . . • . .o •.....

Ie OOe • $Oe • O•



m

I)I,',I)AI{'I'MI,]NT()1; I)i,]i,'i]NSF]
;' JI)IN I l:IIII FSOF SI AFF

::" ! i'"i'"....... . ........: : :, :'.: .. * ", ,
... .. , ... _ : : :."• • • • • O" • • O. • • •• . O DO
oo ODe • gee "O • lie DO •

UNCLASSZFIEO 16615
i"

WEiqINCERELY BELIEVE AS NELL THAT NO OTHER STATUS WILL
P_OVIDE OUR PEOPLE WITH THE OPPORTUNITY FOR REALISTIC AND
VIABLE SELF.GOVERNMENT,

IFITHE PEOPLE IN OTHER PARTS OR MICRDNESIA FELT THE SAME
WAYw THERE MIGHT BE NO NEED TO SEPARATE THE MARIANAS FROM
THE ACCIDENT OF HISTORY CALLED MICRONESIAo BUT THE
PFO=LE IN THE OTHER DISTRICTS APPARENTLY FEEL THAT THEY

'EHAV - INSTITUTIONS AND TRADITIONS WHICH MAY BE _NCRMPATIBLE
WIy_ THE RESPONSIBILITIES ANO RIGHTS OF U,$, CITI-
zENqHIP, THAT IS THEIR CHOICER ANO WE RESPECT THEIR RIGHT
TO!HAKE IT, WE EXPECT THAT THEY WELL RESPECT OUR RIGHTS
TmO,

C_RTAIN STATEMENTS MADE IN YOUR MARCH 7 LETTE_ REQUIRE US
TDi"AKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS $0 THAT THERE WILL BE NO
MIS,_NDERSTANDING ABOUT OUR VIEWS,

o

|, wE MUST RESPECTFULLY DISAGREE WITH THE SUGGESTION
ADyANCED IN YOUR LETTER THAT THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA--
INj _HICH BOTH OF US HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED TO REPRESENT THE
REOmLE OF'THE NORTHERN MARIANAS--HAS ANY LEGAL AUTHORITY
ORIDIGHT TO DICTATE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS THE KIND
OFi mOLITICAL STATUS WHICH IS MOST APPROPRIATE FOR THEM,
U_bER THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE %947
TRUSTEESHIP AGREEI4ENTw THE UNITED STATES HAS AN OBLIGATION
Tn' _ESPECT THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE PEOPLE
OF THE MARIANASt THE DECISION DR THE UNITED STATES AS
A_MTNISTERING AUTHORITY IN 1972 TO ENGAGE IN SEPARATE
STiATUS NEGOTIAT_ON'$ .WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MARIANA$
RFFI_ECTED. U,S, RECOGNITION OF THIS OBLIGATION_ THE ACTION

OF THE UNITED STATES IN THIS REGARD HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY
THE UNITED NATIONS TRUSTEESHIP'COUNCIL,

2o_ YOU SUGGEST THAT 8,320 "WOULD FURTHER IMPLEMENT A
TAiKEOVER PLAN WHICH CONGRESS HAS YET TO SEE", AND THAT THE
UNiITED STATES "INTENDS TO HOLD A PLEBISCITE AND TAKE OVER
THIE HARIANA$ BEFORE (UNDERLINED) ASKING CONGRESS TO APP=
Rn;VF THE JUST-SiGNED AGREEMENT", THERE IS NO "TAKEOVER
PLiA_="I NOR COULD wE AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MARIANAS
PEOPLE EVER AGREE TO ANY SUCH PLAN, THE PR.OPOSEO COMMON_
WEALTH STATUS REQUIRES THE APPROVAL OF THE PEOPLE OR THE
MAiRTANAS IN A PLEBISCITE wHICH WILL BE HELD WITH UNITED

, 42513 0
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N&TTONS OBSERVERS_ ANO REQUIRES IN ADOITION THE APPROVAL

_ HHE UNITED STATES CONGRESS_ _EFORE IT CAN BECOME EFFEC-live, MOREOVERP IT IS PLAINLY DESIRABLE_ FROM YOUR PERS-
.PFCTIVE AS WELL AS FROM OURSw TO ASCERTAIN wHETHER THE
!PEOmLE OF THE MARIANAS SUPPORT THE PROPOSED COMMONWEALTH
!STATUS BEFORE CONGRESS IS ASKEO TO UNDERTAKE. THE COMPLETE
ILEGTSLATIVE REVIEW OF THE COVENANT WHICH WILL CERTAINLY BE
NEC_SSARY AND APPROPRIATE=

.3, YOU STATE.THAT "THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NOW PLANS TO
=BI+IILD A VAST NEw MILITARY BASE COMPLEX IN THE ISLANDSno
WE ARE AFRAIO THAT YOU HAVE BEEN MISINFORMEO, THE COVE=

; iNANTw IF APPROVED BY BOTH SIDESw WILL PERMIT--BUT DOES
NnT (UNDERLINED) REOUIRE--THE UNITED STATES TO LEASE ON A

iLONq-TERM BASIS APPROXIMATELY tB,eee ACRES IN THE NORTHERN
'MARTANASw MOST OF IT ON TINIAN_ FOR DEFENSE PURPOSES, THE
,DEpaRTMENT oF DEFENSE ANNOUNCED IN DECEMBER 1974 ITS
!DECISION TO DEFER CONSTRUCTION OF ANY SUBSTANTIAL FACILI=,
;TTE_ ON TINIAN CTHE ONLY PLACE ANY CONSTRUCTION HAD BEEN.
;PLANNED) FOR THE INDEFINITE FUTURE, THE DEPARTMENT DOES
PLA N TO USE PORTIONS OF TINIAN FOR TRAINING PURPOSESo THE
ULTTMATE DECISION WHETHER THE MILITARY WILL BE ABLE TO

IMPLEMENT EVEN ITS pRESENT LIMITED PLANS--ANO OF COURSE
WWETHER A MAJOR BASE WILL EVER BE CONSTRUCTED ON TINIAN--
WTLL BE FOR YOU AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO MAKE
AT _UCH TIME AS THE OEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SEEKS THE FUNDS

NECr$SARY TO LEASE THE LAND AND TO PLAN ANO TO CONSTRUCT
THE DESIRED FACILITIES, we URGENTLY SUBMIT THAT THE PRO-
PriSeD COMMONWEALTH STATUS FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS
SNOI!LD BE CONSIDEREDON ITS MERITS, IRRESPECTIVE OF
W"ETHEW OR wHEN THE UNITEDSTATES MAY OR MAY NOT DECIDE
Tn CONSTRUCT A BASE ON OUR ISLANDS,

4, wE ARE_ OF COURSEp oISTURBEO ABOUT THE UNSEEMLY ANO
PLATNLY IRRELEVANT STATEMENTS YOU HAVE MADE REGARDING
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE MP$C, WITH REGARO TO THE VIEWS OF

THE PEOPLE OF TINIAN--WHO CONSTITUTE ONLY ABOUT 6 OF THE

TnTAL POPULATION OF THE MARIANAS--THE.FACT$ARE THAT THE
LOCAL MUNICIPAL COUNCIL HAS VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO sUPPORT
TWE PROPOSED LEASE OF LAND ON THAT ISLAND TO THE U'_ITED
STA_ESp AND THAT PETITIONS SUPPORTING COMMONWEALT_I +_TATUS

.., iiCi. .....: ... ....... +.... ..p,+_ _ +..:+. . + . .." ... +_:+.. z ED +++_t++:me e lee me
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BFE_ SIGNED BY A MAJORITY OF THE TINIAN VOTERSe ANDp AS
Nn_FD BEFOREw THE COVENANT. WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED JUST
THR_E WEEKS AGO BY THE MAHIANA$ DISTRICT LEGISLATUREw
WH:I_H INCLUDES A REPRESENTATIVE OF TINIAN e

SENATOR HARTw DESPITE YOUR LETTERw WE CANNOT BELIEVE THAT
Y_U WANT TO DENY TO OUR PEOPLE THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETERM-
IMATIONt AND THEIR RIGHT TO ESTABLISH A POLITICAL STATUS
WHICH I3 CONSISTENT WITH OUR DE$IRES AND INSTITUTIONSt ANO
WHI_Hp MOST IMPORTANTLYs IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PRINCIPLES
OF; nEMOCRATZC GOVERNMENT TO WHICH HE HAVE SEEm EXPOSED FOR
OVIE_ A QUARTER CIF A CENTURY, FURTHERMORE+ HE CkNNOT
BELIEVE THAT YOU WOULD OPPOSE A POLITICAL STATUS WHICH+ IF
APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS IN A aEMOCRATICALLY
CONDUCTED PLEBISCITEs wOULD PERMIT THE UNITED STATES TO
TERMINATE THE WORLD°$ ONLY REMAINING TRUSTEESHIP IN A
HAIN_tER WHICH IS BOTH CONSISTENT WITH ITS OWN NATIONAL
IN'TERESTs AND WHICM FULLY DISCHARGES THE RESPONSIBILITIES

,T_E UNITED STATES UNDERTOOK ZN 1947, BUT THOSE ARE DECI-
$I+O_S YOU CAN MAKE LATER+ NOW YOU ARE ASKED ONLY TO
APlPROVEs 3UBJECT TO YOUR APPROVAL OF THE COVENANTw THE
TRIANSITION FUNDS pROVIDED FOR IN SECTIUN 2 OF S,32B=
ENACTMENT OF THIS LEGISLATIONs wHILE IT wOULD NOT IN ANY
W_Y PREJUDGE YOUR OR CONGRESS t POSITION WITH RESPECT TO
T_E COVENANT+ I_ IMPORTANT TO THE MARIANASs SINCE IT WILL
•A_$URE THAT THE NECESSARY TRANSITION FUNDS WILL BE AVAIL-
A_LE IMMEDIATELY. AFTER CONGRESS APPROVES THE COVENANTs IF
IT nOES SO,

BECAUSE IT APPEARS THAT So_26 MAY COME HEF_RE THE FULL
SENATE SHORTLY+ AND BECAUSE OF YOUR EXPRESSED OPPOSITION
T_ _ECTION 2+ WE HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF SENDING COPIES
OF _HIS LETTER TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SENATE. wE ARE

AVATLABLE TO MEET WITH YOU AT ANY CONVENIENT TIME wHILE
WE ARE IN WASHINGTONs SO THAT WE MAY BE HELPFUL, IN
EXPLAINING THE POSITION OF THE PEOPLE OF THE M_RIANA$

W_T_+ RESPECT TO THE PROPOSED COMMONWEALTH STATUS OR So32B+
WE PAN BE REACHED THROUGH 872-6317,

- SINCERELY YOURS,

PEDRO A, TENORIO EO,ARD OLG =ANGELINAN
SENaTUR CHAIRMAN

• :..: : ..: : o. .. • • • ...
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T_E ¢DNGRE$$ OF MICRONE$1A tHE riARIANA$ POL.ITICAL
MEM_ERw THE MARIANA$ STATUS COMMISSION
,. PnLITICAL S?ATU$ COMMISSION

END QUUTE, ACTING DOTA RICE SENDS,
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