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DRAFT SECRETARIAL ORDER _/"_

Subject: Plebiscite in the Mariana Islands District

'. WltEREAS, the United States as Administering Authority of the Trust.

_erritory of the Pacific Islands has the obligation under the Trusteeship

2

Agreement with the United Nationsto encourage the exercise of the right

.of self-determination, by the peoples of that terrStory; and

• WHEREAS, in pursuance of the signing on February 15, 1975 of a

Covenant to Establish a Coi_onwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in

Poli_ic_l-UnioN-_th-the Uni£ed States Of America, and the-unanimous
i

@pproval of the Covenant by the Marianas District Legislature on'February

20, 1975, the Mariana District Legislature on February 28, 1975 by Reso-

I

lution No. 126-1975 has formally requested the United States as Adminis-

tering Authority of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands to set

£a da and cai1 a plebiscite in the Mariana Islands District relative toi

i the Covenant;
1

NOW;-THEaEFOREr2I_RogeFs-fi, B:--Mo_tp_ i Secretary of the-Intgrior,

plursuant to the authority vested in me by Executive Order No. 11021 of

July i, 196_, order as follows:f

PART I. Purpose

The purpose of this Order is to establish the authority and the

a_ministrative responsibility for the holding of a plebiscite in the

Mariana Islands District to provide for the exercise by the people of

that district of their right to self-determination under the United Nations

I

Trusteeship Agreement.
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PART II. Responsibility of the Plebiscite Commissioner

A Plebiscite Commissioner will be named to direct the preparations

f_r the plebiscite on behalf of the United States Government as Adminis, I
. , .

teiring Authority. The Commissioner shall: .

I. supervise an impartial Plebiscite Education Program;

2. appoint eight, members of the Voter Registration Board and
" • [

i designate its chairman; , " ':

. " 3. hear appeals from e__nnban____cdecisions of the Voter Registration/
/'" ,. k . •

ren r_ l_decisions which
.... Board and de ina shall not be subject to

estabish anofficial pl_scite _egisterwa___C._-_
"" _ " 4--- '_" _". / _ • -=_.' _" _" r_-..,- _'' ' ""_'_'_"

5. appoint an ExecutiveDirectorwhoshall assist him. _:,,_'_-
PART III. Resgonsibility of the High Commissioner "'1%{._,_,

The High Commissioner shall provide administrative support for the

Plebiscite Commissioner.

PART IV. Responsibility of the Northern Mariana Islands Plebiscite -

_- Advisor-y--Committee

= There is hereby established a Northern _Mariana-Islands PlebisciUe

Adv_so_-y Co_mnittee which shall be appointed by and act under the Plebiscite-

Commissioner. The Committee shall consist of a representative to be

! @selelcted each of the following entities:

i. Marianas District Legislature

2. Marianas Political Status Commission

3. District Administration

4. Saipan Municipal Council
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5. Rota Municipal Council

• 6. Tinian Municipal Council

7. united carolinian Association "

8. Populac Party

9. Territorial Party

lO. Chamber of Commerce

The Committee shall" consult on a continuing basis with the Plebfscite ::V

com_hissioner for the principal purpose of providing local contributions

and iviews for his consideration in executing the Plebiscite Education

. o)I

Program. The Committee members w__ll • in a position/t keep the Plebiscite

Cormnissioner informed of all relevant problems and. _ make recommendations

for Ithe operation of an impartial Plebiscite Education Program.

PART' V. Responsibilit_ of Voter Registration Board

There is hereby created a Voter Registration Board_of eleven members s

og-u_ ' ht members shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions

of Part II .of-this=Order-:--t/_hree-._dcli_i___a-_.-members shall be the Speakers__

of tl_e Municipal-C0uncils-of Saipan,-R0t-a and Tinifin respectively...The

%

reglstratJ_on shall be: carried out. by panels of not less than two members

of the Board. When acting in each municipality, the Panel shall be joined

e__xxo£ficio bX the Village Commissioner concerned, or in the absence of such

, Co_mmiissioner, by the Mayor.

The members Of the Board shall have sole autt_ority to: .

I. in con_uneti9n with the ex officio membersi register all '
-- ...--.

qualified voters;

2. act en bane as an appellate'review board to hear challenges

' "l: S t; '
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to voter registration decisions; and

_to jvoter registration list the Plebiscite

3. cer tif_inal

Commissioner .... .,.: :'_ _:

. +

. The Board shall have all necessary and appropriate authority to Carry

ogt th_se functions. Registration shall begin on a date to be set by the =.
t

Plebiscite Commissioner and shall terminate thirty days prior to the : i_"_+, ._. -

- . . •

p]_ebiscite. '_"

PART VI. Voter Qualifications-.•" .... , :++ / ........
• _ ,+. -b

. , , + ++. ".. .... "[. "] ". . +.-. ., . - .

A _erson shall be qualified to vote in the plebiscite if he is:
d "

i. a Trust Territory citizen exclusively domiciled in the

Mariana Islands District;

2. 18 years of age or older on the date of the plebiscite;

3. at the time of registration not serving a sentence or under

parole or probation for any felony for which he has been

conw[cted by any court of the Trust Territory;

a_TI%i_-_ .___ " or]insanity;-and
+ 4. _not under, a-judgment_of mental- incompetency

5. "registered to vote in achor_ance withtheprovisions _ _
+

• + ..

established "oy the Voter Registration Board.

Pursuant to Section 1005(e) of the Covenai_t, "Domicile" means "that +

pl_ce where a person maintains a residence with the intention of, continuing
+.

suc+h residence for an unlimited or indefinite period, and to which such+

perlson has the intention of returning whenever he is absent, even for

an expended period." In determining whether a person is exclusively

• ad "_2c __'-"
domiciled in the Mariana Isla_ s District_he following criteria shall

be taken into account: ...... ". _:+
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•,,, i..- whether he maintains a permanent residence o

abode in another district of the Trust Territory or within

the jurisdic'tion of the United States_kor" .. ........_

:. 2. whether he was a permanent resident of another district' .::
t

_o_i_ _'-._ • or the United States or another country and moved to .the '..

_*_' '_'_"_"_'-"_ Mariana Islands District as a rest_-t of employment by any_.

• . e'." ""' ''

branch of the Trust Territory Government; or'"r,-:.-i":"-..''..•.

.... " . " G. . . .. . . +..,r. ':

.,..-.t. ;., .3 whether he receiv housing or pay differentials for hdusing
'" "i1. '.:_ " " --i " "• """' _ """ "

.... -...._!':i_:. . :._°r. living allowances as, a consequenceof his employment in

the Mariana Islands_ or • - -

4. whether he__." t__main[ains '
s_rf-f_._rtt contact_with tqTai district_as te aata_i-n_

.......... __ .... __---i--_ _=_

__r_t_.r.m=a_ d-lyeTm_Ter_t=_y_fe_e-- rl_-er- -i_e=_1n
•' _ko

th=e_-f:_e_:_esuch as m_y La =v.ld=_u=d L_i, a spouse _t resides ,

in __-__f aldriver s license,

" a postal address o;r_-b'o'at--l-i-cense in _!Tc_--_cl_or "

-... • " continued:affi-li_-_io_is-witli the-professioi_al,--rel_giou_-or-__--

- " _v_V, _(O-_J ' . . .
fraternal life in a ' ' " "- _T--T_rri_o._y, .

.
or _t_xes. in ae_;e_et-d-_-_i-c_t_t -_T_-l-d-d-_r_l-_e_-s

5. whether he-i_ c_,-_ze_ of -,_- _ '_- " , o has

his i_tention not to establish _-_ domicile in the

.

. Mariana Islands_; or. ,

6. whether he _ registered or I_ qualified to vote

in any other district or jurisdiction of the Trust Territory
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, or the United States or any other country during the past

i

., year;. :.. Og U__'% _¢_vk_'_
°I . ,

Presence in..the Mariana Islands District_By vi_o-e_-. . _'7 ' " "" - '" "

r_p_0 nlot in itself es:tablish domicile.

PART. VII. Function of the Plebiscite Education Program . :-::.

• . . $

Under the direction of the Plebiscite Commissioner, the program will";

..operate impartially, making available to all voters the relevant facts.".

_qithout coloration of advocacy or-opposition. The program will provide

e_uitabl-e_" access" t.o such information through distribution of materiais,

media usage and other facilities for public information. The program will

inelude objective information on such matters as:

1. The meaning .of the respective provisions of the Covenant.

2. The meaning of the choices offered on the ballot.

PART VIII. Effective Date

This Order shall take effect upon the date of its approval by the

SeCretar'y of the Interior.

- ."- _. 4-_ ....- _
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