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" t MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MORTON I. ABRAMOWITZ• DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY

..... EA&PA, ISAI ".<"'"2:'_":'_

i SUBJECT: Establishment of a Legal Entity for Land Transactions' in The Mariana Islands

• " .':1

:"";i: In reply to your memorandum dated 18 March 1975

I have requested attorneys in our office concerned with I&L

• "..i..:) matters to examine the Marianas Covenant and the Land Order

_'....." ._i No. Z969 dated December Z6, 1974,. comparing this with the .

"-':'iJ ':" Covenant for the Northern Mariana Island. They have advised

" ' me and I defer to their judgment that the legislation of the

:•":_ ' Mariana Island district implements the Secretarial Order.
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... " ' ;,.. • . ". "?-._.... o=',:_ ; "i ;_-_"-:'.:- '{::-,:", ,,.,-: ........ -:_ OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

• .:.,,- , ., ,- :,.=..,.,:, _- .._-_-,,-,_ _.,,-.-_,,_:.,--o,,_-o,,,._,_,_-,-,,_.. ;- Harry:..; .'. : • .- =:.-;_:_--:', ":._r_,_:.'._,._.:-.,___v._'__.,:-¢,_.'=_:'_.::,.,,,._'_,-,:._,.,_,_ . _. ".,.:- _,.._.,...-!

-/:, ,- ..... . . ,':.';-. .....:...-_.?_,:.'..:.:-:':_:-.o"....::;,_:-,:::. ,¢'_.:.--., =,.-"t::,".-:',.q I've Compared this with the Marianas

.}-ii .,,, .. i:'.: 1 Covenant and with the Interior Secretar
" "', • :' " ....:" ' ":-'." -: • "-• "-""." :"- ":,":" " :" •:..... .I

Land Order of 26 Dec 74. I believe it

...... : " - " . ' : ": "" is an acceptable implementation. My•,.. , • -. .,. , . , . . " •

•:,'".": . .:: _._._.._.._`._._.:_..(_._.._.._((_;_/;i._:/:`.i_:._:_`_'7:.._:.._.`._:--':'--'" ::.:..,. :!i ",,'...'-:'L_ I&L clients also agree & have forwarded.,I; " "--. ,.." ., " . :,_z,_._:_.r:._"_::.!',w.-'-. . -:- ,.-. ._. '!.-"-.:. : ;_" --,." .,i-,- • ,'.!.

• , ,, . (,'."..=.'_ . . ......,%...., _.." - ...o-......... . . .= •

.... ,, -, .. ....... .<:. :-.:-..._..,.. ::..=::,:=._:.:.,.o .....,._ :.. : .::. .-..: .::_. " their concurrence to your ISA client.

• . • " _... ..': : .': , = --. :-,'.::...',,-* .':.' ".'..-_-'""" "" ,. "", -3 .-'" - " -' " -,'-'"

...... "" " ......... : - "......'_"" -,-':_" -". " . ' .... .- " "--" _ I have added a copy of the orderto your

" ..' ..' :. , , '- ' .'.' _-J.;.' "."--.:..:-....:"t :'.?'._:.:'-.:-%"i:-'.'.'.:=.'.:-""-:: :..- _i.".:=-:--:' ": ".i '..' _.;i:i
........:,..:....:,.::,:,...:,..,.:._ ...,....._:_.,:.,:.._::,___...._,:.;..._:.;,_.,_.-..._.,..,..-._-.:.: file.

.... •-- " -- "-.'".. :" w-;" -;-.- _,,: . .,..... .._.: . .. :.: . ....::-_., Dave Ream
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"%_';.]'"_i._. / ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

,
. . - - ... . ' . . _. •

' . . . _--"_" " 8 _",AR1975
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS " . : • ' "" " I n rep l y refer to:. . - . . • . . • : ."

• .. -: • " .... : -I-2804175 '

'.-<. :ilL.?.: I:.:.MEMORANDUM " " ' .... ; " ; ": FOR-DISTRIBUTION , - -.--.":,:: • .-,-

'._""_->-i..!i..,i - "....-:".., .... ; . .. .. - ... :... • . .,. ,,::,......._. :.:.-._.-,...". '-. .. . ..' - ---..._,I : SUBJECT: Establishment of a Legal Entity for Land. Transactions In The

Order No. 2969 of the Secretary of the Interior, dated December 26, 1974,

_,..,.: ..] prescribes the procedures for the return of certain public lands in the
-''..:'"::-' " Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and theseprocedures include the

_'..";_:_"/:I requirement for each district to establish a legal entity which will deal
:::."I in public land transactions. Accordingly,. the Mariana Islands District
:-.-.: Legislature has recently passed legislation intended to implement the

::L.!.,.I:,..!.,! Secreterial Order. An advanced copy.of "the legislation is. attached for

""::_:":ii._,, ..... . your review and examination... " " '.-- , :i"J '"
iii':',.:........:.;:_i_: Should this bill appear to be legally insufficient to provide for the

) Defense Department's current and future land transactions in the Marianas
" "i ." DistrTct, please provide me with your recommendations by the 24th of
':/:-.:-:i- March 1975..- " -. -- ..•, ....

.., ._
, ":- ._.. ._-. ...

t " " " • '
I - •

"
:., Dist:

• _ ,_,",_,-""."- t

Office of General Counsel t_:_'--"-_,__
Offic.eof ASD(I&L) Morton I. Abrarnowi_Z

.._. Copy to: _ / Deputy Assistant Secret_ry

._'..- HQ NAVFACENCOM '"_ # ,___ __i/ i_. V ,

" 63763
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.'.'. ,:: • : , •

..... !,_ . X,. :._ _provided that, in.the exercise of such right,: the Central =

"i',::....\:J 2, Government does not unnecessarily interfere with 'the exercise

':'-W::K_:::_" 3, ; of. all. prior traditional r__ghts .in ••and to such lands,• . .

' ! Public Lands,. . i • "

6, (a) %_lere Is hereby created 8 corporation to be lug.ownas the

.. 7,: ' Marianas _dbllc Land Corporation (hereinafter called the "
, •/

8,' i Corporation), Pursuant to the Secretarial Ca.def, the Corporation

. :! 9, ' shall have pePpetual juridical existence, _ ;.........

• 10, (b) _e Co:-poratton is a legal person created tO-_'eceive in
" _ ?

: .-::..i II, trust for the benoffit of the p_opJ.e o_ the Harlana Islands all

'::.i;,:i"! 12, . right# _itle and interest in and %o public Zands to b_ retlwned
• ",, . !

• _ 13j ._ _ purstlant to tileSecretai-ia! Ordel- or.a_lyezdor or 1my hereinafter

/: 14. rettu-nlng additional public lands (hz;'elnafter called %theTrust

15, " Lands). Accordingly, the Cor_oratlon shall not _9 eperated for"

_o-::":":-5 16. '•; '_•_. the pecuniary gain or profit, direct---o[- ir,iiroct, - or-any- .......-person ....:"
. . ." .

i 17, _ bu_ rather for %he F._cunlary gain er ether '-, _ " *
" 18. peel 'e of tile?_larlnnaXslands. ,%n,(.C _'_2;_';f]{¢'_11:C:[,_X.,_'pJ_If,d/of

'i "\

'-:i::.I:-i 19. _.q.r_.#._.,._-,,,._'_..-;/_ "- - '- .....
....... ' .... '" . ,,__.,.,_.,,_ tZ _q'/._, 2,0. _ -::_,,.:._::;;'.q_;. _-44v_ ,-":4:_."'_..... ,,,,,_,,:.,,_e_s,e,,_¢_,,-,.,_.._,_.._,;._,__._'.-_"';_;Z}:_N+"

21 _ _-"{d

:'.... 22. (c) The Corporation shall be a t,:o_.hershipcor#oratie,_ composed

; 23, of _nembers v;ho ug:¢ee to par_ic._.pate In C_.o _._c;;_v:'..tte.q of the

i 24, Cot#oration for the benefit of the i._,_opZeof th,__.t_:'c_._:naIslands.

_.'i-.:._':.._ 25, ",_nefollowing public officlsls and Individunl.s u:.'3 e.l.i.zible%o

' 2G. b_ the zi_.otn_0iubex'sof the Cot#oration:

. 63766
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• oo ._ : :

• :'_.I ' -'1,(,,, *_0_,_ ..

,..,. i t.' 2,..- 4 _ ,'/c_,_ ., _ : r:",%N "," . _'r.t;2._i ,

;.;,,; :-._ I. (,i) "_le _,_0yorsof _..... '
. o,,_2 .... _ ?,o2a ar, d qhlulr, u; " '

- _'i i-._ ' . " " " •

,:-:_i _":-::' 2. " ), (2) StxLeen pez'_ons appofnted by %he _,_arinnns Dis¢rie_

:..-s, :..... 3, .. '., . Iz_gislaturd s ._o Inore" than ei5;l_ o£ whom shall be memboru

• 4. . . of the legislature and at least' two Of whom shall b4 " '

• ":. .." .' • , T
l

5. :, .represenCa¢ives .of .%!_0Uni%od Carolinian _sboclatlOn; :

:_ _ _ ,

6. (3)" Fl;._oea persons appoiuted by. the ?,h_nicipalCouncil 0£ ".'.
' . ' . _ " "' "L _;, :' .

7,1 " . ,i'. Sell, an, no _or_"¢han _even of whom t_hall"be m._n:horsof the:,!: : . :; . . ........
"_... .:. :. "' L';:; i. . - :. " '...;. _ i .... ".: : "

,. C,_j .:....i ii. Council; : _. ;..I: . ,. . .:_";_ "_ :. " " i"!-. i" ' ' " _ " " ""i :1 _ . _ .... ., 'i.:. " ' "" : "" ' ! .' " _ ...
..... .1 9.;v '._.. .' (4) Nine persor_% a_poin_ed by %iao_i.Junlo_pal Council of Rote, ......

.. :..: -_ .. _ • . : . ,...

-___ • ..."'_ . -- ., i: ' .. :.
'' - ).0.': _ no mo_e than four 02 whom shall be me_bers o_. _ho Council;

i

_''.: " and ' " ., " -i _
4"

12. -: (5) Seven persons appointed by the ?.hm_.ctpal Council of Ttnlan,
.. ¢/..:: .. : • , :. : . -: . ..[ •

13.. "no more titan throe of whore-shall be members. Of th-eCounctl

• 14. 7_¢ gV.g;[¢ggl_.¢ d'_"_""4".z.c/" _; "

• . _ . ". : .. . ":.

i 16. #,,_;_¢_/_"_¢ ._.4_l..L_g_,_:¢_:,/ ¢_ YV ,,_z'Iz__¢/,_/,_¢_.- • .

• 17.I ":""TheoffIce of _:'_e I._tsln'::J._Je Court.gel for _,,_e _.f_;.:_.:_:_.nI:_.lands District
!

-. "X .e

k

. .. - . . _ 4"-:'._.,. .; .. •!2 !.',

i

19. _,_.gt_;Y._._-_osp_:lg._.d,.j;.v...._)._/;._r__o_'<o2_....o.U, •' I . ," ...
:::......:.;:_,.. . . . .

' "._'I 20° '"(d) -Tho f.o.l._._v;Ingindividuals a_'o he_'eb] de_!g_.a%ed %he [n,:b;-p0rators
• . .. :.. , -..." ., _ ; ,,. ,

" ...- o- ' oz : ... "" "•" • %he Coz-_oration .- -'

22. (I) Two De_'_ons a_ofrd,;od by tho ?,f;_.r:).a_._s_' " __.::.n;;:..'..¢g T,.e_is._ at ll_'O |
/

23. :" (2) _','o F,ex':?,oi_._ o.'.._i:._.n_;c._ by. "thd ?,7:vc._.:7 u_. J?:,.'l..%;;'...eal 8tp.tus .
., ,- .

•. • . ' .e i
t _

,_°Z_• . "¢ _ * ,r,or,;.,n,ss.,on. : _ .... .", . . . t#

..... P.5, .- (3) _'o pe-,.'_,oim_.ppolnt_d b_rlho _,[u'-,l!._'._.L)c:lCouncg.l "of Tinian; "

2S,. (d) __,';o_.srsons aPi_o':Lnted1_y the Z_un_c_-_al_.. counbil of. _o_.:a;and
• • )

27, "':' '_' (5) _.','9,'_.r_:._'osn_C_!nted by %ho 7:h_._.,;::.palC:>:;-:_,!lo_ "
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