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Dear ,Ms.Quinn:

This respondsto your letter of t-larch20, 1975, concerningthe applicability
of Federalanti-dlscrimlnationlaws to the Trust Territoryof the Pacific
Islands.

You are quite correctin your concluslonthat such legislationdoes not
apply to tileTrust Territory. The reason for this is that the Trust
Territoryis not a territoryor possessionof the United States and the
United States clair_sno sovereigntyover the area. _e simply ad_alnister
it under the provisionsof a TrusteeshipAgreementwith the United iiations
SecurityCouncil. Article3 of the Agreement§Ires us, _.,_ongother
things,the right to extendour laws to Micronesia. This provisionis
r,ot self-i_plementln(.!.In other words, the U.S. Congressr,mst specifically
includethe Trust Territorybefore a U.S. law will be applicablethere.
Congresshas not seen fit to do this. Perhapsthe principalreasonthat
Congressis reluctantto legislatefor l_,icronesiais that it is looking
to the day when, pursuant to Article6 of the A(jree_,ent,the Micronesians
may elect to have a nation of their own _ith their own laws, suited to

their own particularcultural,ethnic a1_ economicway of life. Of _
course,in accordancewith the _andateof Article 76c of tr,e Charterof
the UnitedI_ations,as the AdministeringAuthority,we "encourage
respectfor h_an rights and for fundamentalfreedomsfor all Mthout
distinctionas to race, sex, language,or religion...".

Sincerelyyours,
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