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FOR IF,MEDIATE HELEAS--- APRIL 11, 1975;
QUOTE; SECRETARY MORTO_ ACTS TO AUTHORI_E PLEBISCITE
- IN THE NORTH:RN MARIANA ISLANDS FOR JUNE 17, 1975
- SECRETARY OF T;IE I_TERIOR RbGERS C.B. MORTON TODAY c..
ISSUED A PkC;CLA_.A'rlO_ CALLING F_R A PLEBISCITE TOBEHELD
ON TUESDAY, JUN= 17, 1975, IN O_DER THAT TFE PEOPLE OF THE
NOF_T_ERN MAkIANA ISLANDS, PkESENTLY ADMINI£TERED AS A PART o-)
OF T_E TRL_ST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLAt':DS, MAY DECIDE _._
W_ETHER THEY ;_ISM TO BECOME A COMMONWEALTH OF THE UNITED (D
STATES, T_ __ ISLA._DS, I'_CLU_]NG SAIFA_, TINIAN, ROTA AND r,_
OTHER_, L_IE NQ_RTL_ O_F T._-_J,S, TEF_ITORY OF GUAM. :z::
- ON FE_AUARY i_, i_7_, T_E M-_R-IA-NAS-POLITI-CAL S-TATUS .._-
COMMISSION AND THE PR-SlDENT'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE,
AMBASSADOR _AYdN _IL'LIA_S, _IGN_D A COVENANT TO ESTABLISH
A COMMONAEALTH OF THE NORT__RN MARIANA ISLANDS IN POLITI-

C,AL UNION ,_IT_ THE UNITED STATE5 OF AMERICa. THE COVE- _IOb_ 0NANT CALLS ROR T_E HOLDING O_:S.L_H: A :P?,.F,,BI_CI_E_°'_F.'_'FTE:,':
COVENANT IS APPROVED BY THE :P_OP,_,_ 0,P. :'H'@ _rAR_JA =SL_N_i
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DISTRICT AND SUBSEQUF.NT_.Y THE CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES, TH- NORT-AERN MA_IANA ISLANDS WOULD
BECOME A _J,S, COMMON,_EA.TH,
- IN ANNO_JNCING THE _.EBI_CITE SECRETARY .IORTON STATED,
"THE. R_.EBISCITE WILL _- HELiJ IN A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL
MANNER UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A PLEBI$CIT- COMMISSIONER,
THE PRESIDENT HAS DE3I;_ATtj Mk. ER_IN D. CANHAM, TO SERVE
If,:THAT _O$1TION AS 41S PERbuNAL REPRESENTATIVE." SECRE-
TARy MORTO_ ALSO DEC.APED, ,,O0_ERVERS FROM THE
UNITE.2 NATIONS AND T-i_ J.S, CONGRESS WILL B- WELCOME TO
_ITNESS T._E PLEBISCITE AS _ELL AS THE PLEBISCITE EDUCA-
TIO._ PROGRA:I, T_E RE;ISTRATION OF VOTERS, AND OTHER PRE-
PL=eISCITE ACT° VIT IE:;."
- CO:_;¢ENTi.,_3ON MR.._A_-_AM'S 4i-FOINTMENT, SECRETARY
MO_TL};_ NOTED HIS LONG AND _ISTIr_L_UISMED RECORD OF" PUBLIC
_ERVICE INCLObING A _--'RIOD AS A UNITEIJ STATES DELEGATE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS DJRI,_L; ITS FORMATIVE YEARS, AND EXPRES-
SED APPRECIATIO._ ;'OR -_IS WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT THE PRESENT
APPOINTMENT. MR. _A_'_A_I WA_ FOR MAr_Y YEARS EDITOR-IN-
CHIEF OF THE C,_RISTIA_ _CIE;wCE MONITOR AND IS PRESENTLY
_DI]OR EC_E_ITLIS. HE ,_A5 PARTICIPATED IN THE WORK OF
COMMISSION3 CONCERNED _ITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND HOLDS HONO-
RARY DEGREE3 OR CITATIonS FkOM SEVERAL AME&ICAN UNIVERSI-
TIES ANU FR:M THE GOV-R_MENTS OF ENGLAND, FRANCE, GREECE,
GERMANY AND AUST.;_IA._'
- ScCF_ETA;_Y MORTON A,50 I_SUEb A _ECRETAFIAL ORDER THAT
GkANT5 T_E AUT,DRiTY AND ESTABLISHES ADKINISTRATIVE RE-
SF'ON_IBILITY FO_ THE HO.DI{_ UF A PLE_I_CI_.E. THE ACTION
CREATES TH:. RL=_ISCIT- :ONKiSSIL. NtM FGSITION, OUTLINES
T_E kESFONSIBILITIES Om THk TRb'.T TERRITDR" OF T_E PACIFIC
ISLANDS ADMII_ISTRA_IJM, ESTAmLISHES A NORTHERN MARIA_A
ISLANiJS PLEE_ISCITk. ADVISORY COMMITTEE,. OUTLINES THE
FbI_CTiON OF A PCFg-I_:.IT-EEbb-CATIO-N PRO-BRA-M,-CR-EACES A
VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD, _TA_LISI_ES VOTER QUALIFI-
CATIONS, AND AUTHORI_:S A SPECIAL PL_'BISCI?E APPELLATE
COURT,
- ON NUM=&ObS JCCASIO_JS OVER MORE THAN TilENTY YEARS THE
PEOPLE OF T_E N._._THER_ _IAiRIANA ISLANDS NAVE SOUGHT A CLOSE

"AND ]_NDURINC- ASSOCIATIO_.-WI._I_ .THE.VN],iEI:_.S,'A.TES. SECRE-
IY. _o'_'...NI. .
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TMEM TO DECIDE, PURSJA_T TO THEIR RIGHT Or SELF-DETERMI-
NATION, WHET_ER IMEY _ISH Tu BECOME A COMMO_WEALTM IN
ACCORDANCE _ITH THE TER_S OF T_E COVENANT. AT LEAST 55
OF T_E VALID VOTES CAST IN THE PLEBISCITE MJST FAVOR
COMMONWEALTH STAT_S B_rORE THE COVENANT IS =RESENTED TO
THE UNITED STATE5 CO_RESS FOR IT_ APPROVAL.
END QUOTE.
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