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RELEASE)
(SECRETARY NORTON AC.TS TO AUTHORIZE PLEBISCITE IN THE NORTHERN
MARIANAS ISLANDS FOIR JUNE 17, 1976) ";

WASHINGTON, APR. i! (MNS)---SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ROGERS
C,B. MORTON TODAY ISSUED A PROCLAH, ATION CALLING FOR A PLEBISCITE
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 3.975, IN ORDER Ti.RAT T_4E PEOPLE
OF THE NORTHERN 14ARIANAS ISLANDS, PRESENTL_ /kDHIN]STERED AS A
PART OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, MAY DECIDE

WHETHER THEY WISH TO BECOME A COMMONWEALTH oF THE UNITED STATES. |
THE ISLANDS, INCLUDING SAIPAN, TINIAN, ROTA AND OTHERS, LIE NORTH _
OF THE U,S, TErrITORY OF GUAM,

ON FEBRUAR'Y 15,, 1975, THE KARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION _"
AND THE PRESIDENTIS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIYE, AMBASSADOR HAYDN

< WILLIAMS, SIGNED A COVENANT TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTH OF THE
• .: .. ,

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS IN POLITICAL U,NION WITH THE UNITED STATES

_ ,_ /_._/._,_)_ 5;;3 ,9,_4_ 9 5#_ ,_ _ _o, THE
"_#_! NORTHERN HAR!A["A ISLANDS WOULD EECOME-A U-,,G,COY_P,_NI<EALTH.

IN ANNOUNCING "THE PLEBISCITE SECRETARY HORTON STATED, "THE
PLEBISCITE WILL BE HELD IN A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL HANNER UNDER

..' " THE SUPERVISION OF A PLEBISCITE COHHISSIONER, THE PRESIDENT HAS
DESIGNATED MR, ERW!N D, CANHAH, TO SERVE IN THAT POSITION AS
HIS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE." SECRETARY MORTON ALSO DECLARED,
"OBSERVERS FROm IHE UNITED NATIONS AND TI.4-EU,S. CONGRESS WILL BE
WELCOHE TO WITNESS THE PLEBISCITE AS WELL AS THE PLEBISCITE
EDUCATION PROGRAM, THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS, AND OTHER

•: PRE-PLEBIS.cITE _CTIVITIES, "i

COHv,ENTING ON MR, CANHAM'S APPOINTME_"T, _SECRET_,_R_YMORTOn-
NOTED Hi-S- LC,NG AND D]STIF.JG-UISHED RECORD OF PUBLIC SERVICE

• INCLUDING A PERIOD AS A UNITED STATES DELEGATE TO THE UNITED
NATIONS DURING ITS FORMATIVE YEARS, AND EXPRESSED APPRECIATION
FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT THE PRESENT APPOINT,V:ENT. MR, CANi4AM

WAS FOR MANY YEARS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE CHRISTIAN sCIENCE'
•.. MONITOR AND IS PRESENTL_':Et)'I:.T_g _E_IT_,'._H'_:.MA_ P'._T:ICIPATED

..,... IN THE WORK OF COV,IilSSI ,_•OI.:C_."|ED'.',4?I__UBI.I.C:AT[ll:RS AND
" " HOLDS HONORARY DEGREES £'I'Tf.,TI'_S"FR'b'M'_EVE_AI" _.'ER'I'CAN

¢,._:-£ UNIVERSITIES AND FROM THE GOVE_NxENTS OF E'4SLAND, FRANCE, AND
-":_"'_ GREECE, GERMANY AND AUSTRIA."
...,..._::.: SECRETARY _ORTGN ALSO ISSUED A SECRETARIAL ORDER THAT GRANTS
_C,_ : ADXlE INTERNAL US_ ONLY" : - -
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THE AUTHORITY AND ESTABLISHES ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR"
THE HOLDING OF A PLEBISCITE, THE ACTION CREATES THE PLEBISCITE
COMHISSIONER POSITION, OUTLINES THE RESPDNSIBILIT!ES OF THE
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS ADMINISTRATION,, ESTABLISHES
A NORTI'4.ERN MAF_IAI'AAISLANDS PLEBISCITE ADVISORY COHt"iITTEE, OUTLINES
THE FUNCTION 0r A PLEBISCITE EDUCATION PROGRAM, CREATES A VOTER
QUZLIFICATIONS,, AND AUTHORI_ES A SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE
COURT . .:

0N NUMEROUS OCCASIONS OVER V'ORE THAN TWENTY YEARS THE
PEOPLE OF TIAE NURTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS HAVE SOUGHT A CLOSE AND

ENDUkI_G ASSOCIATION I,,,ITHTHE UNITED STATES, SECRETARY MORTON,S _,
ACT•O:,: WILL PRL,VIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM TO DEC•DE, PURSUANT
TO THEIR RIGHT JF SELF-DETERHINATION, WHETHER THEY WISH T0
BEC0;KE A COMMON,..EALTH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT.
AT LEAST 55 PERCENT OF THE VALID VOTES CAST IN THE PLEBISCITE
MU.ST FAVOR CONKuNWEALTH STATUS BEFORE THE COVENANT IS PRESENTED
TO THE JNITED STATES CONGRESS FOR ITS APPROVAL,

HIGH COV.V.ISSIONER EDWARD E, JOHNSTON SAID THE SELECTION OF
MR, ERWIN D, CAI'cHAH AS PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER WAS AN EXCELLENT

:__._C_ CHOICE AND THAI HIS WiDE EXPERIENCE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS WOULD BE
""--:".... MOST USEFUL IN IHIS IMPORTANT TASK, "WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING

MR. CANHAM ON SAIPAN AI"D WE PLEDGE OUR COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCES
WHERE THEY MAY BE NEEDED,,, H!C0_: JOHNSTOV SAID,
(PROCLAMAT lot,;)

WASHINGTON, APR, 11 (MNS)---WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES AS
AD_INISTERING AUTHORITY OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS HAS UNC._RTAKEI"J AN OBLIGATION UNDER THE TRLISTEESHIP
AGREEMENT AND UNDEF. ARTICLE 76 OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER TO

GIVE THE PEOPLE- OF" THE TRUST TEF-,RITORY THE RIGHT T0 cHOOSE FREELY
THEIR 0',:_PCLITICAL FUTURE; ANC

WN_EREAS, BY '_C_T.-Or HAY 19"--:I-9-72,THE HAR-I-A-N_SDISTRICT-
LEGISLA.fURE ES'i,_BLiSH_D THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COF',HISSION
AND PRESC;AIBEL; ITS DUTIES T0 INCLUDE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNY, ENT 0r,:THE FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS OF THE MARIANA
ISLALDS DISTI-:ICT; A{',:P_.

, _,:HERE_S, ON FEg.RUARY _,..19.75,..T_._.q|A:N_.,r--4.p_.Li.l_I.O,41LSTATUS
" I CO.V,_ISSlo>; A;.& TIHE PERSOt,,.',C_ E_PE_E_T,;jTI,_tE:t)_"I:HE:PF,_:_S."I_,EN'T0F

TlAE UNITED ST;:,TES SiGt.;ED_-I,':C.I_F--:,"._XT:_P,"IG_"I;" A_CVE._, _'I TIRE
PEOPLE O; TP.E t<AF,IA:,:A ISLANDS F_ISTRICT AND THE CC,",:GRESS CF Ti.AE

......... UNITED ST,_TE c r,LJ - - .....-,_...-4 -, ;',-LD, UPON T,tR'.';NATION OF ,m: TRL:STE,-qHiP
":°:-'-":4_: ADHIK !..",TERNALUSE ONLY• .,..

:4.•,.'-:4_-:_'_
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AG_EEHENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS,
•ESTABLISH A COVKONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS IN
POLITICAL UNION _,!TH THE UNITED STATES OF /_M-.ERICAI.AND

_HEREAS_ T_IS SIGNING MARKED THE CONCLUSION Or NEGOTIATIONS
BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES AFTER MORE THAN TWEt_TY YEARS, OF EFFORTS
BY THE PEOPLE UF T_E NORTHERN HA.RI_NA ISLANDS THROUGH PUBLIC
PETITIO,"J AND REFERENDUt4 TO ACHIEVE POLITICAL UNION WITH THE
UNITED STATES; AND

_kEREAS, TF_E COVENANT WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.ON
FEBRUARY 2{_ 1975 BY T_.E HARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE; AND

W_EREAS, BY RESOLUTION NO, :£26-1975 THE HARIANAS DISTRICT
LEGISLATURE ON FEBRUARY 26, 1975 FORMALLY REQUESTED THE UNITED
STATES AS ADHINISTERII"G AUTHORITY OF THE TRU_,T TERRITORY OF THE
PACIFIC ISLANDS "TO SET A DATE FOR AND CALL A PLEBISCITE IN THE
HARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT RELATIVE TO THE COVENANT;

NOW THEREFORE, I, ROGERS C,E, t,,IORTON,SECRETARY oF THE
INTE_IOR, BY VI_TUE OF THE POWERS ',tESTED IN HE U_:DER EXECUTIVE

i ..' ......... D_ R_f OR 11U21 OF JULY l, 1962 AND WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE
SECRE.TA.RY OF STATE, DO HEREBY C/,LL FOR A PLEBISCITE TO BE HELD
ON TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 1975 THROUGHOUT THE MARIAt.',_ISLANDS DISTRICT
TO PROVIDE AN UPPO_TUNITY FORNTHE PEOPL_ OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS TO DECIDE PURSUANT TO THEIR RIGHT,OF SELF-DETERMINATION,
WHETHER THEY _ISH lO BECOHE A COMt.IO_WEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE COVE,NANT SIGNED ON
FEGRUARY 15_ 1975,

THE PLEBISC]TF_ VILL BE HELD IN A FAIR _ND IMPARTIAL MANNER

• •: ••: : •:: •...i i ::::::i.i"::,,
_.'..:.:_:"-;,
•._.,,,,.-,,__
:-s,_,._'_
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POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
ND - I VOT_ AGAINST COMMONWEALTH IN POLITICAL UNION WITH THE

UNITED STATES AS SET FORTH IN TI_E COVENANT RECOGNI_ING THAT, IF
COMHONWEALTH IS REJECTED, THE NORTHERN HARIANA ISLANDS WILL
REHAIN AS A DISRR!CT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY WITH THE RIGHT TO
PARTICIPATE _!T_ THE OTHER DISTRICTS IN THE DETERXINATION OF AN
ALTEF_NATIVE FUTUP.E POLITICAL STATUS,

IN RECOSKIIION OF THE HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF THIS ACT 0F

SELF-DETERMINATION, | DECLARE THAT THE DAY OF THE PLEBISCITE
SHALL BE A PUBLIC HOLIDAY IN THE MA_IANA ISLANDS DISTRICT AND
THE HIGH C0,_IH,iSSIONER SHALL GIVE ADHINISTRATIVE LEAVE TD ALL
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES IN
SAID DISTRICT,

OBSERVERS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS A/AD THE CONGRESS'0F THE
UNITED STATES _ILL BE WELC0_,E TO WITNESS THE PLEBISCITE AS WELL
AS THE PLEE_ISCITE EL',UCATION PROGRAM, THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS,
AND DT_ER PRE-PLEBISCITE ACTIVITIES. SUCH O_SERVERS WILL BE

_E_:-_-_ PROVIDEi] ALL N_CESSA_Y ASSISTANCE,.,SUED SE_,_ETAF. IAL ORDER NO 2973 WHICH DEFINESI HAVE TOD,_Y I_'" _
.TNE AUTHORITY aND PROCEDURES FOR HOLDING THE PLEBISCITE FoR THE
MARIANA ISLAND_ DISTRICT l_J......_Crncn_,rc_..._..,._W '_',,_ THE RESPONSIBILITY
0F THE UNITED S_AEES AS AD:_INISTERING AUTHORITY UNDER THE
TRUSTEESHIP AGk::_EP:ENT OF JULY 16, _947 BETWEEN T_E UNITED NATIONS
AND _HE UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA,

SIGNED BY _uGERS C,B, MORTON.
(SECRETARIAL 0KDEE NO, 2975)

_ASHINGTON, D,C, APRIL __1 (MNS)---PLEBISCITE IN THE
MARIANA ISL;"_DS DISTRICT

__W_E:RE_ASt_ Tb:L__L'L4_I-X-E-D--S-T-A-T-E-S--A-S--A-_-MI-I_hi-S-T-E-R-i-NGA-UT-_-0-R]T-Y........
TO THE TRUST TEGRIT0_Y OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS HAS UNDERTAKEN
AN OBLIGATION bNDER THE TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT AND U,".JDER ARTICLE
76 OF THE U_'ITED NATIONS CHARTER TO GIVE THE PEOPLES OF THE
TRUST TERRITORY T_E RIGHT TO CI_00SE FREELY THEIR OWN, POLITICAL

r_ - !H.{! ._REPEA_E,_,LY HAVE REOUE_TED: !'iN;-_'T_)" $._ATc.'-:S...... ._E.:._'I._TE
AN ARRANGEMENT ,.HEREBY THE NORTI-ERN MAR!_'NAS iSLAX'DS X'0ULD

_.-,.;._;BECOME z PART I_F THE UNITED STATES UPON TERvINATION OF THE
• " "" '- N " H....._-..-,- TRUSTEESHIP AGF_E,,,--;,, BETWEEN tk,-- _X;ITr--D STATES _, D : EC,_;9 4 ,_ 7:_ ' _" _ • . I..

:_:;:,;_4_ UNITED NATIONS; Ar,'L)
'_,_ik INTERNAL USE O,,LY
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WHEREAS, A COVENAr.'T TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIA,kA .SLANDS IN POLITICAL UNION WITH 'THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, HAS NOV BEEN NEGOTIATED AND SIGNED BY THE
DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MARIANAS DISTRICT ANDSTHE
UNITED STATES A_,.DRECEIVED THE UNANI_,OUS APPROVAL OF THE HARIANA
ISLANDS. DISTRICT LEGISLATURE OK. FEBRUARY 2Z, 19751

l"Ov, 'THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER t,cO.11_21 OF
JULY !, 1962 AN_ VITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
IT IS _EREBY O_Ek_ED kS FOLLOWS:
SEC, I PURPOSE

'THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORDER IS TO ESTABLISH THE AUTHORITY .(
AND THE ADHINIS'TRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HOLDING OF A
PLEBISCITE 0N JUl'i_17, 1975, IN THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT

: AS AN EXERCISE I_Y THE PEOPLE OF THAT DISTRICT OF THEIR RIGHT
OF SELF- _ETERV, INAT ION,

,I S E C , 2 THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER
A PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER DESIGNATED BY THE P_ESIDENT OF

'r_c- UNITED STATES SHALL BE RESFOt'JSIBLE FOR THE PLANNING, THE
PREPARATIONS FOR AhD 'THE HOLDING OF THE PLEP._ISCITE IN THE
NOR'THER,'_M,_,RIAKA ISLANDS, THE COMMISS|Ot'_ER SHALL:

(I) ENSURE THAT AN IMPARTIAL PLEBISCITE EDUC,_TION PROGRAH
IS CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISL,t.,NDS;

(2)......t_ppr_i,"..T..A c_ _]crITE.__- ..,.. VOTER n,-"-GiSTRATi ON _'OARD,
- DESIG,"_ATE ITS C_AIR',AN AND ESTA;JLISH PROCEDURES FOR .THE

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS;
(3) ESTABLISH AN OFFICIAL PLEBISCITE REGISTE. _, ON THE BASIS

OF THE F|N,t_L VuTER REGISTRATION LIST AS CERTiF!F--D BY THE VOTER
REC,IST_,-TION E_uA._D, TO INCLUDE OUALIFIED ABSENTEE VOTERS;

(4) OVERSEE THE ADt",INISTRATIVE PLANS FOR _NZ',SUPERVISE TIRE
HOLDIt',G OF TkE PLE91SCITE; At','',..,

_ (5 ) -A PP 0;_;T- TE CUlT-IVE -DI-REC TOR VH 0l.""SH AL L-- -- 8 E R ElS P0 _S"-i_ LE
TO HI!-',FOR T_',;EXECUTiO,',; AND COORDINATION OF ALL _CTIVITiES IN
SUPPORT OF T_;-PLEBISCITE, "-.
SEC, 3 RESPOi',S ]"]LIT IES OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC

' l " " l S L.{r';D S AD.v.i,kl5TRA T ION

• • L.L..o:} • .o_v ,_
"" _ _ _i_ I .-

COK_iSc'] C.'k.#lR',-g.,'-,It,,ISTR,.,_v.....%UfFiZI%ND'.S_{Z[ ,,,SS_...'-'"""L"

; • -" ,,-''_-_ _ , THE RLE_-S ;T_.PL _;S'-iT_ Ik TrE v.;,,.,_,.,, PRESC_,I-ED Sv

:.:.'12_' F_-_- A_'"- i N ] N T_--. t'l';% AI_ US-'- D,"_L;
•.-:•...;':

• -[.
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(B) TIqE TRUST TERRITORY MEt_DOUaRTERS AND THE MARIANA
ISLANDS DISTRICT ADF;INISTRATOR AND STAFF SMALL ASSIST THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR If4 THE EXECUTION OF HIS DUTIES,
SEC, 4 NORTHER,_ !4ARIANA ISLANDS PLEBISCITE ADVISORY COMHITTEE

(A} T_EF'E IS F:EREBY ESTABLISHED A NORTHERN MAR!ANA
•.. ISLANDS COF',,'IITTEETO BE APPOINTED BY THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER,
• ' THE COM_41TTEE S_ALL CONSIST OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRINCIPAL

SECTORS OF THE NORTHERN McRIANA ISLANDS COMt-IUNITY INCLUDING BUT
NOT LIM,ITED TO A REPRESENTATIVE FRO,'4EACN OF THE FOLLOWING:

(_) MARIAKAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
(2) MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION
(3) DISTRICT ADHINISTRATION
(4) SAIPAN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
(5} ROTA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
(6) TINIAN MUN!CIPAL COUNCIL

_._ (7) UNIIED CAROLINIAN ASSOCiATIOH
.... (8} POPULAR PARTY

(9} TEMPI TC;RIAL PARTY
(10) C_._'P_ _n;, _ro_"_RCE_._
(B) THE CUxHI1TEE SMALL CONSULT ON A CONTINUING BASIS

WITN THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER FOR THE PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING ADVICE FOR MIS CONSIDERATION ON ALL ASPECTS OF THE
PLEBISCITE WIT_ PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE PLEBISCITE EDUCATION
P_OGRAM.
SEC, 5 FUNCTION OF THE PLEBISCITE EDUCATION PROGRAH

UNDER TRE DIRECTION OF THE PLEBISCITE COM_,v_,ISSIONER, THE-

..

:"•":":: i i: : • : "':"::: ,:: .. .: •
•.- ..: : ..: : .." .. . ... ,

/,

.... - .:."4
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RUF-.FHOA,,CSAF WASH DC
RUE',.,DWD/CSA WA5_ Dr
p ._.2_.5_._EAPiR 75 ZN£_.
FM HICOMTERPACIS SAIPAN MARIANAS ISLANDS
TO _ENIALL) ISTAT_,5 TERPACIS
_ENIT'T LNO GUAF, MARIANAS ISLANDS
RUH_BAA/TT LND _WAJALEIN MARSHALL ISLANDS
RuHNSAA/COHNAVMAR]ANAS GUAM MARIANAS ISLANDS
RUHNSA,_/CINCPACREP GUAM/TTPI GUAM MARIANAS ISLANDS
RUHQHC_ICINCPAC HONOLULU HI
RUHP_HQA/INTELLIGF,',,,CE CE,NTER PACIFIC (IPAC)
RUHJPBA/;',;AVINV:::,ERVO GU_Y, I'IARIANAS ISLANDS
RU'XJAJA/COMTIXELvE SAN FRANCISCo CA
RuEMC /SECSTA'I_ WASHINGTON DC

_.Q.#.;;_RUEKjCS/SECDEF _-,ASHINGTO_ DC
• " RUEKJCS/JCS WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAAICNO kAS_INGTO,_J DC
RHHMF-RA/C] _,_v....._ ,- CFLT MAKALAPA Hi
RUHVAAAICINCPACAF HICKAY, AFB Hi
RU;_OHGAICGFMFPAC CAMP H M SMITH HI
RHH,v,FBDIC_MC_PLC PEARL HARBOR HI
RUEOLKt_INAVFAC_NGCDMBC ALEXAND_,IA VA
RHH_RBC,/PACf,'AVF.ACEN,S-COM.PEARL HARBOR HI
RUWLSBT/TT L.._.;OF(D:cOLULU HI
RU,_jSLC/SA::TEC V',_DEh:BERG AFB CA
RO _ _i _-AF-I-FC-F_-N-/F;-L-_3-A--Ki-F_T-LA-ND--A-FB--,_T_......................

RHAISO:/CDRUSAGU v,AKIMIkATO JAFAN//TTPI-LNO//
RUEHBJC/t,,;.',EMB CAI'_BE_F_AAS
BT
UtJCL kS

- ": :;iPRSGF_Av 'AILL Ejr_UPEi-'.,_T_D _,V'_A_T|Ab b B C \ '. iNG
-- "_T • -o o: Illr, i'le:"0o _o--... AV,ilL:.b,E TO ALL V'._,EkS T_E: _E_L'-_V-_I_FAC'_S INCL,..:-.Nut.,L,=R,'_ATIVE

CHOICES, T_E p_CG_;,x WILL PROVIDE ECU_.T_BLE ACCESS TO SUCH
._i_ Ii'_FD:,:.:_.T]C,'...T_uU,,H DiSTRISUTID,', OF M,ITERII:LS, _51A USAsE A._cD

v:L: T:':_ ; n-_ -. '.......:.:. ..... ._._L:CINFC ATij;_, THE PRF.GRA:-"_'_L.:_
_ INCLOLE CSjECT!vE I:iFOk::ATIO:< G,X THE PROV'S.:G_S OF TF.5 CCvE,.'.._,_T

ADP,:,'. i._,TER\I,LUS- C,,,_Y
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AND THE CHOICES [.FFE&ED ON THE BALLOT,
" SEC. 6 PLE_31SCITE VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD

(AL THERE "IS /.EREBY CREATED A PLEBISCITE VOTER
" REGISTRATION BEARD CONSISTING OF ELEVEN _'_EMBERS, EIGHT OF

WHOM, SHALL BE AFPOINTED AT LARGE BY THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER
THE THREE OF W'kOH SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE PLEB;SCITE
COMMISSIONER FRUH. THE N,U.,','ICIPALCOUNCILS OF SAIPAN, ROTA AND
TINiAN TO SERVE ON THE _OARD ONLY WHEN IT ACTS AS A BODY OR
SITS EN BANC DN HATTERS INVOLVING THEIR RESPECTIVE
MUNI CI PA_.ITl ES,

.. (B) VOTERS SHALL BE REGISTERED IN THE VOTING DISTRICTS
IN WHICH THEY RESIDE, THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER MAY, HOWEVER,

• ISSUE SPECIAL R_-GULATIONS RELATING TO THE CENTRAL REGISTRATION
...-.", OF VOTERS AND SHALL ESTABLISH SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE
', REGISTR_TIt)N OF vOTiNG OF ABSENTEE VOTERS, THE VOTER

REGISTRATION SH,:LL BE CARRIED OUT IN THE VOTING DISTRICTS BY
PANELS OF THE VUTER REGISTRATIC.k BOARD CONSISTING OF NOT LESS
THAN TWO ME,.lEERS; THEY SHALL BE JOINED EX OFFICIO BY THE
VILLAGE COx_;iSSIOT_ER OF THAT DISTRICT, OR IN T_E A_SENCE OF
SUCH VILLAGE CO_MISSIONER BY ITS MAYOR, THE EX OFFICIO
MEMBERS SHALL !_;VE THE RIGHT TD VOTE WITH THE PA,_JELS,
REGIST_'-TION S_LLL BEGI;_ ON A DATE TO BE SET BY THE PLEBISCITE

•: COMMISSIONER A_.F;SHALt. TERMINATE ON MAY 16, 1975.
(C) THE Y,_vBERS OF THE BOARD S_.ALL HAVE ALL NECESSARY

_ND APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY TO CARRY OUT THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS:
(:£) IN CONjUX'CTION _ITH TkE Ex OFFICIO HEY.BERS,

REGISTER ALL V&TERS OUALIFIED TO VOTE IN THE PLEBISCITE;
(2) SITTIXG EN, BANC AS AN APPELLATE _EVIEW BOARD,

HEAR CHALLENGES OF DECISIONS GRA'_T_I-N-G-O-P,.-DENYiNG REGISTRATION
TO ANY PERSON; _ND

(3) CERTIFY THE FINAL VOTE_ REGISTRATION LIST TO THE
PLESISCI TE COMY.ISS lONER.

{D) DECiSIL) NS OF THE PANELS DENYING REGIST_ATioN MAy _E

CHALLENGED BY _NY REGISTE_,E_..VBTE._.. F,.,HA,L.LE_G_-._Y,U_,-B@:MADE
WITHIN .THREE WU._,KING DAY_ :ArT_ '"-"

OF THE PANEL, SUCH CHALL:_:E_L:.._'E..H'E'_D _Y" .'__E.: V'Q: ER
REGISTRATION BC.:RD SITTING EN EAtiC. THE BOA-_D SGALL DECIDE ALL

:.1.:--; CHALLENGES AS _-;_PE'DiTIOUSLY AS ;OSS_BLE. ANY C_LLENGE ,:HICH -

.-,.,._-._-:DEEMED TO HAVE _EEN HEJECTED, A F'_TY-_ A_,G,_iE__ VED BY A DEC,SIGN
,_%_L_ _,D_,I,',INTERNAL USE OXLY
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" OF THE VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD SITTING EN BANC ,v,_.y FILE AN
APPEAL FROM THAT DECISION WITH 'THE SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE
COURT PROVIDED FOR IN SEC, 8 OF THIS ORDER, SUCH APPEALS SMALL
BE TAKEN wITHIt,. THREE WORKING DAYS AFTER NOTIFICATION,
SEC, 7 VOTER OU,_LIFICATIONS

(A) A PERSON SHALL BE OUALIFIED TO VOTE IN TI4E PLEBISCITE
IF HE IS :

(1) A TkbST TERRITORY CITIE.EN DOMICILED IN TNE MARIANA
ISLANDS DISTRICT;

(2) 15 YE,_P,S OF AGE OR OLDER ON THE DATE OF THE
PLEB ISC ITE;

{3) AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION NOT SERVING A SENTENCE
, OR UNDER PAROLE DR PROBATION FOR ANY fELONY FOR WHICH HE HAS

BEEN CONVICTED BY ANY COURT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY;
(4) AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION NOT UNDER A JUDGEMENT

OF MEr,,TAL INCOF_PETENCY OR INSANITY; AND
(5) REGISTERED TO VOTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES

ESTABLISHED BY THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER,
(e) FOE PURPOSES OF THIS ORDER "DOMICILE" IS DEFINED IN

_--_-":_' THE SA_'.EHANNE_ AS IN SECTION _._05(E) OF T_E COVEr.'ANT' "THAT
PLACE WHERE A PERSON NAINTAINS A RESIDENCE WITH THE INTENTION
OF CDt.:TINU]NG SUCH RESIDENCE FOR AN UNLIMITED OR __NDEF!N!TE

: : PERIOD, AND TO WHICH SUCH PERSON HAS THE INTENTIO,_i OF RETURNING
WHENEVEr. HE IS ABSENT, EVEN FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD.," IN
DETERHINING WHETHER A PERSON IS DOMICILED IN THE MARIANA ISLANDS
DISTRICT, THE EL,ARD SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT AS OF THE TIME OF
REGISTRATION ALL RELEVANT FACTORS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO
THE FOLLOWING CkITERIA:

(:L) WH/ETHLR _4._ HAINTAINS A PERHANENT RESIDENCE OR
PER_,ANE,_T PLACE OF ABODE !-N A PL-ACE OUTSIDE-OF TH-E HAR-I-ANA
ISL_VDS L)ISTr,I_T; OF,

(2) _;NE'[HE_ _]S PRESENCE IN THE MAR;ANA ISLANDS DISTRICT
IS SC,LELY THP_ F,ESUL', C r, HIS OWN PUBLIC_, OR PRIVATE E,V,PLnvv_NT,,,,,__ "
OR TF,,_I OF A P_-_SON C,h WHOt.i HE IS ECONOMICALLY DEPENDF-NT; OR

, (3) WHET_E:-. _;F-. b_ "fH.P _.#.R,,SON._,N ._HO,_ ,,H_ .],$ _ _,',OH4,SALLY

DEPE:,;DENT RECE IVES HOUSI_'.T,OFf _AY: "F R. IU'SINGoR". , • • •
• • • ?• L:C. C .O.F. T

MARi._N_ ]SLLNgS D:.gTk:C'r;•'O'_ 00

_._...... (4) _-:ET_;; kE ;":_iNTAINS CCNTACTS W;Tk; ,kNCTW,'SRL):ST_CT
:_ OF THE T_UST TERR:TORY OF THE P,_CiF'IC :SLA.".DS OR WITH THe-

,:_T:.':,:,':< ADVIlk !NTER._AL U _:': O:", v
aZL--,;..3!.
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JURISDICTION OF TUE UNITED STATES OR ANOTHER COUNTRY SUCH AS:
SUPPORTING A SPOUSE AND/OR FAMILY _'HO RESIDE IN SUCH PLACE;
MAINTE,NA{_CE OF A BOAT OR DRIVE_'S LICENSE ISSUED BY SUCH PLACE;
HOLD]tJG A POSTAL ADDRESS AT SUCH PLACE; CONTINUING AFFILIATIONS
WITH THE P_OFESSE]ONAL, RELIGIOUS OR FRATERNAL LIFE IN SUCH
PLACES; OR THE PAY '_-,-I.NTOF TAXES IN SUCH PLACE IMPOSED BECAUSE
OF" RESIDENCE Of4 PHYSICAl. PRESENCE IN SUCH PLACE; OR

(5) w_AET_E_ HE HAS EXPRESSED HIS INTENTION NOT TO
ESTABLISH DO,'AICILE IN THE MARIA,k'A ISLANDS DISTRICT; OR

(6) _AHETHEF4 FE IS REGISTERED OR OUALIFIED TO VOTE IN ANY
OTHER DISTRICT UR JURISDICTION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OR THE
UNITED STATES U_ A,_Y OTHER COUNTRY DURING THE PAST YEAR.
SEC, 8 SPECIAL PLB]SCITE APPELLATE COURT

IHE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE HIGH COURT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY
OF THE PACIFIC ISLAt;DS SHALL APPOINT ONE OP, MORE JUSTICES OF
THAT COURT AS A SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE COURT WITH
EXCLUSIVE JURISD ICTION OVER ALL APPEALS FROH EN BA,',;C RULINGS
OF THE VOTE_ REGISTRATION BOARD. APPEALS SHALL _E HEARD BEFORE

_ A SINGLE JUDGE CF IHE SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE COURT, THE
SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE COURT SHALL RENDER ITS DECISIONS
AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS FEASIBLE AND NO LATER THAN 'T._E SEVENTH DAY

" ' PREDEDIN5 THE PLEBISCITE, THE SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE
COURT SH,_LL CERTIFY ITS DECISIONS TO THE VOTER REGISTRATION
BOARD AND NOTIFY THE PARTIES THEREOF. RULINGS OF T_ESPECIAL
COURT SHALL _E FI;J_,L AND NOT SUSJECT TO.FURTHER REVIEW BY ANY
AUTHORITY OF T_E TRUST TERRITO_.Y OR OF THE UNITED STTATES,
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P Z3BI36_ APR 75
FM JCS

•- " ]NFD RUEKCIAICI;
RuEFHOA/CSAF WASH DC
RUE_,DWD/CSA WAS_ DC
P 12151_. = APR 75 _.N_I -,
FM MICF_,MTkRP_CIS SAIPAN MARIANAS ISLANDS
TO _EN/ALDIST_DS TERPACIS
_E;_I.TT LNO GUZ_M MARIANAS ISLANDS
RUMHB,_A/TT LNO KWA.JALEIN MARSHALL ISLANDS
RUMNSA_/COMNAVV, ARIANAS GUAM MARIANAS ISLANDS

.... RUHNSAAICINCPACREP GUAM/TTPl GUAM MARIANAS ISLANDS i
RUMnMOAICINCPAC HONOLULU HI

RUMQHQAIINTELLIGENCE CENTER PACIFIC (IPAC)
RUMJPBAIN_VINVSERVO GUAM MARIANAS ISLANDS
RUWJAJAICOC-'TkELVE SAN FRANCISCO CA i
RuE_C ISECSTATE wASHINGTON DC !
RUEKJCSISECDEF _ASHINGTON DC
RUF---KJCSIJCS wAS_ING.TON DC
RUENAAAICNO WASHINGTON DC
RHMM_RAICINCPACFLT MAKALAPA HI

-_ RU_RVAAA/CINCPACAF HiCKAk, AFB HI
RUHOHQAICGFMFPAC CAMP H M SMITH HI
RHH_RBDICO_'_CBPAC PEARL HARBOR HI

I _ RUEOLKN/N_VFAC ENGC ONHO ALE XANDRI A VA
RHHMRBDIPACNAVF,_C_NGCOM PEARL HARBOR N]
RUWLSBT/TT LNO HONOLULU HI
RU_JSLC/SAMTEC VANP,ENSERG AFB CA
RUWMHAFIFCDNA-LGA KIR.TLAND AFB NM
RHAIg,0A/CDRUSAGU F_AKZ_Ir,!ATO JAPAN//TTPI-LNO//
RUE_BAC/A t-IE-;',B ''.'"C- _,,_,ERRA AS
B_ _ --

FINAL SECTIOI',;uF G_
JUDICIAL OR DHTLRW!SE.
SEC, 9 PROCLAMATION

ATTAC_ED AS A_: APPE;<DIX "TO TH,I_ O,,_E,__._.,._S..,__R_3_LA._AT!ON
- ",'., " r ._ _0. • •
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"Ibis ORDER SHALL CONTINUE IN EFFECT ONLY UNTIL T-F,E
COY,PLETION OF "I'HE PLEBISC'ITE REFERRED TO IN SEC, _. AND IN ANY
CASE SP:_LL "I'E#HINATE BEFORE JAh, bARY 1, 1976.
APRIL le, 1975

SIGNED BY ROGERS C,B, MORTON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
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