


_(,6ECRETARY MORTON ACTS TO AUTHoRIzE .PIL_EBIS_IT_]II,_THE t#O[{IH.ERN
MARIA_AS ISLANDS FOR JUNE 17,_ 1976)

_m_ MORTCI'_ TODAY ISSUED A PROCLAC'_TIO{v CALLING FvE A _LuBZSCZTE
TO BE '_" "'-_o._LDON TUESDAY_ JUNE I'1_ !_'.75_i_,)ORDER THAT IH_ PEOPLE
,._ .HE NO_]THERN ,_"iAR%t_, T-- :_$
PART OF TfiE _RU_,. TERRITORY 07 THE _T _ _,me r}vr_,]_-.PA_,- C I [_.Kf ....... ._.....
',_TI'_ER THE'/ W.I "" "_'_ " '".... _*-" :_:_', SH TO BEGONE' _ vO_}i',O_A__:%LIHOF .H_: _, _TE[) _c....._-_.__'_-S_

_:_oEISLANDS_ I _w_ "_'_" OTHz_RS_ ._,u,.-_ SAIPAI'-_ T£_l#'..t_ROTA AND _ '" LIE NORTH
O/_-THE UoS. TERRITORY OF GUA_%

ON FEBRUARY 15_ !975_ THE __" ............ ,-,,,.,m PO_!TgCAL STATUS Cu'}_'"";
_ND THE PRESIDENCY" S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE_ o.,_N_A,.q_AuOR'__" HAYD!._
WIL,L!A,_S__" " SIGNED A CO'L"E._T'""' TO ._.o. _._.,__.c._,-,_, _-_p.... A _.,UL,_O_':4_,* ,_:4r,'_,_.._,.L_,,.TH,OF _H-_.h
'3R ""Nu..THEEN MARiANA iSLAI!DS _N POLITICAL U_:_iO_, ':'IT}( THE U_ITED ST,qTES

OF ANERICA= THE COVENANT CALLS FOR THE NO!DiNG nm.... u_ SUCH A PLEBISCITE°
IF THE COVENANT iS APPROVED. BI' THE .P_'_r.vru_"" OF THE _'iAR_Ak',AiSLA_,_DS
DISTRICT AND SUBSEQUENTLY THE CO(_EESS OF TIlE Uh_Y,.i_.,}.... ST_ES_ IHE
{_ORTHER_ MARIA_.]A !SLA{_DS WOULD BECOME _ U_So CO_""I"_,_EALTHo_,_._

It_ ANNOUt';_Ib_ THE _' _ ..... "_THE__,_SCITE SECR!._ARY _;ORTO. STATED_
PLEBISCITE WILL BE HELD IN A FAIR A_D If'PARTIAL ,_'}A!'._t.]ERUt_DER

DESZG_ATED t_R_ ERk_IN D_ CA_HAM_ TO SERVE :iN TflAT POSITION AS
HiS PERS_O,_"'aL,,_._,,._.r_rm_r_'_._'_'r lVE0,..,,. _-:, " omCK,.,._,j,_°" - r'r ,_c.v MORTON Am,..O'e . DECI,LAR_O_" '-"
_OBSERVER_ FROH THE [J/_.ITE}O _,_AT! "_'_'_ " "_,,_,_A_D THE d_,So C.O_GRESS _.')ILL BE

;_ R ¢' "T " .. '_WELCOME TO WITNESS THE FLE_i_CI.E _.S t_EI.LA_ THE PLEBISCITE

__)UO_TlOi_ PROGRAt'_._THE REG!STRATIO_._ OF VOTERS_ At_D OTHER
PRE-PLEBISCITE ACTI VITIES_"

CO_ENYING Oh' [._9__ CANHA[']'S APPO!_TME_!T_ S_,.,RE_'-e-_-"ARY _ORTON
_ uo_,_., SER_JIt,_,NO'fED }{IS _oONG A_D D.,_.IINGUISHED RECORD OF P"_" Tr, , _ 'r

I,_CL,JD!,_3 A PERIOD AS A UNITED STAT m" _, ''_mm DELEGATE TO T_4E Ur_gTED
NATIONS DURING ITS FORMATIVE YEARS_ A,_D EXPRESSFI_. APPRECIATION
FOR HiS '4iLLi_GNESS TO ACC_Pi"- "rHF.... PRESEi'_T a.c_Pruz_Tf}ENTo..... _'_.}._,_CANHA._i
I_AS FOR MANY YEARS ED!TOR-IN_-CH!EF.. OF _r,l,_CHV_CT_t_,,_.... SCIE'F_E

• F_ ..... I"MONITOR A_.]DiS PRESE[4TLY EDITOR _IIERI_k_ HE HAS PARTICIPATED
I_ THE WORK OF COMO}ISSIONS CONCERNVD WiTH PUBLIC AFFAIRS A{_D
HOLDS HONORARY DEGREES OR CITATIONS FROM SEVERAL AMERICA!_
UNIVERSITIES v r ....A,_D FROM THE GOVER_EN._ OF ENGLAMD_ FRAi_CE_ A_D
GREECE_ GERt.IANY AND AUSTRIA_"

_E_R_._:_ i_ORTO_' ALSO ISSUED A SECR,-TARiAL ORDER THAT GRANTS
THE AUTHORITY AND .ESTABLISHES ADMINISTRATIVE RESPO"_!B_LITY_. FOR
THE HOLDING OF A PLEBISCITE° THE ACTIO,_ CREATES THE PLEBISCITE
COMMISSIONER POSITION, OUTLINES THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISL ;,r_=,,_ADMINISTRATION, ESTABLISHES
A NORTHERN MA]RIANA ISLANDS PLEBISCITE ;_VISORY CO;_,U_I'rTEE_OUTLINES
THE FUNCTION OF A PLEBISCITE EDUCATIOI] PROGRAM_ CREATES A VOTER -'
QUALIFICATIONS, AND AUTHORIZES A SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE
COURT°

ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS OVER MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS THE
PEOPLE OF THE NOR_HE_ MARIANA ISLANDS HAVE SOUGHT A CI.OS_. A_D
ENDURING ASSOCiAT.IO_ WITH THE UNITED STATES. SECRETARY i,_ORTON'S
ACTION WILL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM TO DECiDE_ PURSUANT
TO THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION_ UH .ETHER THEY WISH TO
BECOME A CO{_MO_Y.VEALTH IN ACCORDANCE WiTH THE TEE_)S OF IHE COVENANT_ .
AT _'='^ee,55 PERCENT OT THE VALID VOTES CAST I_ THE PLEBISCITE
F_JST FAVOR CO[.']MOI_WEALTH STATUS BEFORE THE COVENANT IS PRESENTED
TO THE Uf._ITED STATES CONGRESS FOR ITS APPROVAL_

_,_.D JOHN_T(b] SAiD THE SELECT).OJ OFHIGH COi'I_!SSIONER _0 ''^ __ " '
_ ERWIN D. C.ANHAFi AS PLEBISCITE COMIIIGSIONt.d [')ASAN EX_E__.m,,_
CHOICE AND .,,,-,,.'rr_A'rt.{'tc.,.,..,.,'_r.,_,,,,_,_E,,P_,RI _nv,-,,_,..,.."' _ um_.Iv _rrAIRS _'_OULD,,. BE
MOST USEFUL IN THIS I_PORTA_T TASK. _WE }.OAK FORWARD TO SEEING
_, CAJHA_, ON SA AND. WE PLEDGE. OUR COOP,.R;,_T_O,NAND ASSISTANCES O_9._._-
WHERE THEY _}AY BE _EE:DED, °' HiCO{'IJOHi'_STON SAID,, ....

'$



,-%

..... • • • - . . •., -....._,, 7-. ,.... .._ ,_ .-.._._-_.4_ !.

CP_OOLA_ATI0_)
WASHINGTON_ APR_ !I ({_;'i8)_-_''uv_'_-_,,_.._,_,_T_E UN!T_ S_.AT_-_)'r_ AS
"' . t_L_-_I._O_Y OF Ir, E PACIFICL_.._!t_ISTERING AUTHORITY OF THE TRUST --_ .........

I_L_:__{)_ HAS UND,.R..A,_,._,_ A_ O_LtGAT_ON t f{_DER THE TRUSTEESHIP
,_D_R ARTICLE "75 OF i"_'_E_..,_._ ..

GIVE THE PEOPLE OF THE "'=_T EREI '_".... TO " .......It-:,_ T 370__ ,n_:. RIGHT Ur{OOSE FREELY

THEIR OWt_ POLIT _''_' FUTURE_ A_.D,_L- _-t_ ..

WIIF2-_EAS_BY ._uT OF HAY _,_ i@72_ THE _.ARIANAS DIStRICt
L_GtS._ATUf_E ES_ABuISnED _.Z NARIAf"_AS PO_,IT!CAL _-_u_ CONMISSIO_
D.[_DP_ESCRiBED ZTS DUTIES TO I_'_CLUDE UEGOTIa°flOd._ _dTH _H= UNITED
STATES GOVER$_'_EflT Ot,_ THE _ ''_ "_",-UTUHr. POL_.!OAL STATUS OF THE HAR!_,_A
ISLANDS DISTRICT; A{_D

WHEREAS_ ON FEBRUARY _5_. {975_. THF {.iARiA_3ASPOLITICAL STATUS
COMHISSION AND TEE PERSO_LgL EEPRESEIOTATIVE OF THE " o_-,r._PRE_.'..D:- ,'.}T OF
THE UNITED STATES -'._r,...-" .. APP_OVEn BY '.]:HE___,.3_D A COVEf_Ab!T WHICH I "_"
PEOPLE OF T,;E MARI_ ISL_J'!OS D_STR!OT ,W'_D _" '" L,_un_.__'_....... _-'r-THE
UNITED STATES, UOULD_ UPO_ o'rF_T;':_?IO[__,..,..:,,.OF THE TRUSTEESHIP
_REE_ENT =__T"_rr_._.,,_.,_._THE U_Ii'ED STATES A!'IDTHE U_IITED NATIOn'S,

•ESTABLISH A COf'I_ONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERLY..,'mRr_':'.AJA'ISLANDS ._',_
POLITICAL U{'_!ON WITH THE ""__TED STATES ""ut _ _.IdER!C-_" hf_D

WHEREAS_ _'HrS SiG_If, G I'_AREF_ THE f;O,_bSiOtJ OF NEGOTiATIO,_;_
BET_/EEN _'_ .nr'_v _w_,_, n-_';SOF EFFORTS__ TWO ?_,nT_.S AFTER NORE TflAN ..... _.'-".'vyE_
BY THE PEOPLE OF TIIE NnD?__?_] MAR!A','_A._ou,_.r_u_ _HnvU_H PUBLIC
PETITION AND REFERE_3DUN )70 ACHIEVE POLITICAL Ui410_ WiTH THE
UNITED STAIE_, A_iD

WHEREAS_ THE COVEt_IA_T UAS UNAIL!MOUSLY APPROVED O_
FEBRUARY 20_ 1975 BY THE [_AR!ANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE_ _r

WI_E_EAS-_ BY RESOLUT!Ot,_ _iO_,'o8_975 THE I_ARI_-_AS DISTRICT
LEGISLATURE ON FEBRUARY g_, _975 FORMALLY REQUESTED THE UI_iTED
STATES AS AD_0INiSTERI_3G AUTHORITY OF THE TRUST TERRITORY': OF THE
PACIFIC ISLA._DS TO SET A DATE FOR AND CALL A PLEBISCITE it" THE
MARIANA _ _ _...._S.'..A,_DSDISTRICT RELATIVe TO THE OOVE_A _"

NOW THEREFO_E_, I_ _'OGERS Co% ,._o_,'_,_-_ "r' _' _
"-,T, " ,'i,-. U,h.-_.R EXECUTIVEINTERIOR_ BY VI_..UE OF THE POWERS VESTED IN ;- -.n_

_RDER 11021 OF J_,..'_'v_ I _ 19_'__AND WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE
SVZCREtARf OF STATE_ DO H_REBY CALL FOR A PLEBISCITE TO BE HELD
ON TUE_OA_._ _.,!_ 17_ 1975 THROUGflOUT THE fIARIA,_.,iSLAt_DS DISTRICT
TO PE0WlDE.... AN OPPO_TUI'_ITY FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN :":_*'._n_..A_IA

ISLANDS TO DECIDE PURSUANT TO THEIR R!_JHT OF SELF-DETER[:!!NAT!ON_
WHETHER THEY WISH TO BECOI_E A COMMONWEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES
iN ACCORDANCE WIT){ THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT SIGL_ED ON

FEBRUARY 15_ 1975o
THE PLEBISCITE WILL BE HELD IN A FAIR AND I_PARTIAL MAN_ER

UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A PLEBISCITE .... .v,,ar,"" uu.'._SIONF_R _2POINTED BY
THE PRESIDEt_T OF THE U_ilTED STATES.

THE BALLOT TO--BE..PRESENTED-_N THE PLEBISCITF SHALL BE AS
POLL OW S •

YES - i VOTE FOR COM[,_Ot_WEALI'HAS SET FORTH IN THE COVEb]ANT
TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTI_[ OF THE r_OR_HERN NARIA}_A ISLA_DS IN
POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UN)_TED STATES OF AMERICA.

• " I-' ' T'NO - I VOTE AGAINST COblhON._EALTH iN POLITICAL UNIO_ WI.H THE /
,.,0/_.JAN,RECOGNIZING "rL,._,?UNITED STATES AS SET FORT}_ I_ THE _" _'r, _" _,,_.--,,.,IF

COMI'IONWEALTH iS R_ECTEu_ .tHE _,)ORTHERt_I'}_,niA.|AISLA_DS WILL
REMAIN AS A DISTRICT OF _-ur'_,,_TRUST TERRITORY WITH THE R Tn_T_,_,..TO

' .... ''" ""''_ DI_TRI_,T_ IN THE. DETERHI_ATIOP OF ANPARTICIPATE _:,I,HTn_. 0_._,_}__ e ee
_L_.nN_TIVE __A, US_

. A,.,. OFIN RECOGNITIO_ OF THEI :.I!,STORIC I[dPONTANCE OF THIS r,-_.
SELF-DETERMINATIO'."t_ I _EC '_ ""_'_._... _:_ THAT T.fiE DAY OF THE PLEfJiSCiTE

t_,u_,lA_,A D ISTRICT AI_D"'_"_" BE A PUBLIC ,,,-_,'r-,._.v .,_ ' ;"" "" S',;,,_._u_ I_:, THE I ANDS
_t(E HIGH COMNISSiONER SHMA GIVE _M_IIS'fRATIVE LEAVE TO ALL . ',:...,,_,,,..,._.,



• I

TRUST TERRiTORy OF THE PACIFIC !sLA]_DS GovERt_'MEt,!T,_"Er_PLO YE ES i _ ........................
SAID D_STRiCT_

OBSEi'_VERS FROM THE );_-._I'fED _._r_,_, ._.... v ..

' 'K" T_ "-t_ THe. PLEBISCio= EDUCATIO,q p_r,,-.,_-_
AND OTHER PRE,_PLEB!SC}TTE ACT!VITI_" SUCH- _a_ OBSERVERS _I'LL BE
PROVIDED ALL NECESSARY ASSISTA_,_,qE_

! HAVE TODA_ _SSUF/_ SEC_ETAf_'IAL ORDER NO_ _973 WHICH DEFINES
THE AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES FOR >!OLD!fig THE PLEB_$TC!TE FOR THE
I'LARIAI_A..__,.,,o,.. ,.,'rc:n _,_,_n_DI_R,CT_-r IN ACCORDA;'_CE ..... '"b..,ln THE .... _ ' 'nE_}-_NSIBi_ITY
OF THE _ _ _- _'',.,J..,TED. _TfiT_S AS ADNi_ISif./Rr'_,"-,:,_ AUTHORITY I_._r,_-_,,u....,THE
.RU_IE_SHI, AGREEHE_T OF JULY Io. |_47 BETWEEN THE U_ITED NATIONS
_D THE U.qITED STATES OF Af._R!CAo

SIGt_ED BY ROGERS C_,Bo HORTO_,_
(SECRETAR_A_. ORDER NOo g975) '

WASHII',_GTOf_ D.C_ APRIL l! (_]_S)....PLEBISCITE !&_ THE
MARIANA ISLA['IDS DISTRICT

WHERE _- '"•A,-:._-THe. U!_ITED STATES ,.,_'-__,..DI_.I(_ISTERI_,_AUTHORITY
TO THE TRUST T .... TH _ _z"_v_!C ISLAI_DS }{AS U.DnRTA}(E,_,E.RnITO_ OF" _ _.-_.,_, '_.... -

At_ OE,,..,!GATIOiiU_DER THE TRUSTV';'SVTp__.,,..,_,_f_i_.r_'.r.NT A_!D Ur;uER ARTICLE
7G OF THE UNITED NAT!O:qS CHARTER TO GIVE THE PEOPLES OF THE
TRUST TERR!TORY THE RIGHT TO ""n _''''"or,_._mr. FH_ELY THEIR OY[') POLITICAL
FUTURE_ AND

WHEREAS_ THE PEOPLE OF THE {:._ARIAI_AISLANDS DISTRICT
REPEATEDLY HAVE RE@NESTED THAT THE UNITED STATES N_EGOTIATE
AN _.RRANGEMEf_T :';V_'ffEBY,_.,._...THE. NORTHERN MARIAt_AS Ie',,_.a,,_u_'''nSWOULD
BECOME A PART OF THE Ut,_.!TEDSTfiTES UPON ff.];_It']ATlO_OF THE
TRtI._T,_,_SH_.RAGREEMENT BETWEEN Tr[_ _'_-_z
UNITED NAT rn_° "'n

WHEREAS_ A COVENANT TO ESTABLISH A CGHMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN 16{_RIANA ISLA[4DS IN POLITICAl, UNIO[,_ WiTH THE UNITED
STATES OF AMEf{ICA, HAS NOW BEE_{ NEGOTIATF£_ AND SIGNED BY THE
DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HARIANAS DISTRICT AND THE
UNITED $_AI'_S AND RECEIVED THE Ui_]ANIHOUS APPROVAL OF THE MARIANA .-
ISLANDS DISTRICT" " i - •LcGIS..ATURE 0{'._ FEBRUARY 20_ ,_.975.t,

N.,W_ TH_.R_:,FORt._PURSUANT TO _KECUI.tV_, ORDER __-_0,, _O21 OF
JULY _, _962 AND '...... ' ' " "_, "• - _n THE CONCURRENCE OF THE SE_,Rr.,aRY OF STATE
IT _[S HEREBY U._DERED AS FOLLOWS_
_C_ I PURPOSE

THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORDER IS TO ESTABLISH THE AUTHORITY
AND THE ADMINISTRATIQE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HOLDII#_ OF A
PLEBISCITE ON JtIt_E 17_ 1975_ IN THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT
AS AN EXERCISE DY THE PEOPLE OF. THAT DISTRICT OF _HEIR RIGHT
(F SEI/F-DETERt_ INAT !O_,
SECo _ THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER

A PLEBISCITE CGI'_MISSIONER DESIGNATED BY THE PRESIDENT OF

THE UNITED STATES SHALL BE-RESPOt_SIBLE FOR THE PLANNING_ THE
PREPARATIONS FOR AND THE fIOLDIN_ OF THE PLEBISCITE IN THE
NORTHERt_ ._AR!ANA ISLANDS_ THE r,_,O.d_lSSI ONER SHALL:

(I) ENSURE THAT AN IMPARTIAL PLEBISCITE EDUCATION PROGRAM
IS " _,o _',-_COND_,_T_ THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN NAR!ANA ISLANDS$

(2) APPOINT A PLEBISCITE VOTER REfilST_._ION',,-r BOARD_
DESIGNATE ITS CHAIRNAP _ND _STABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THe.

(3) ESTABLISH AN OFFICIAL PLEBISCITE R_.<_ISI..R_"_"' _ ON' THE BASIS
G_" THE VTNAI VOTER REG!S'fRATION LIST AS ":" _,............ ,:.R_IFIv.n.BY THE VOTER

REGISTRATION BOARD, TO INCLUDE QUALIFIED ABSE,_;TEE VOTERS_
O "(4) OVERSEE THE ADt_If_ISTRATIVE PLANS FOR _N'D SUPERVISE THE .,_,'-:,,_._._

]:[Ot.DING. OF 'rFE_• . PLEBiSC _'°*_o.AND



(5) APP'OINT'A_ EXECUTIVE DiP.ECTOR I_HO SHALL BE RESPO_SIBLE
TO ){IN FOR THE EA..CUTI_ONA{_b CO_RDI_ATION OF ALL ACTIVITIES IN
SUPPO_T OF THE PLEBISCITEo
SECo _ RESPO_S!glI.,ITIES OF THE TZ,UST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS _ MI_.!I ON
" _ (A) THE HIGH COMNISS!OI'.]=_ e'_-__ PROVIDE THE PLEBISCITE
COMMISSIONER ADNi_JlSTRATIVE _;DPPORT I,,P_DSHALL ASSURE THE
!_PLENENTATIOH OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMS [;_LATFD TO THE
PLEBISCITE ii_.THE MA_ER P_ESCRiBED BY THE PLEBISCITE
COMMISSi ONER_

(B) THE TRUST TE_RiTOf_Y HEADgUARTERS A[,_DTHE MARIAI'IA "
ISLANDS DISTRICT ADi_IHISTRATOR At-,',DSTAFF' SHALL ASSIST THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR I_ THE EXECUTION OF HIS DUTIES_
SEC_ 4 NORTHERN MARiANA ISLAi'_DSPLEBISCITE D_VISORY COFIMITTEE

(A) THERE IS HEREBY ESTABLISH_ A IJORTHEEN I_ARIA._A
ISLAI_DS COMNITTEE TO BE APPOI_T_D BY Y_ PLFBISCITE COMt_ZSSIONER=.
THE COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF REPRESEt_TATIVES OF THE PRI_,iCIPAL
SECTORS OF THE NORI'HERN H_RIA_LA ISLANDS CO_,'!HU_iTY.INCLUDi_G BUT
NOT LIMITED TO A REPRESENTATIVE FROM Et:_CHOF THE FOLLOWI_G_

(_) NARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION
(3) DISTRICT _Df]Ii_SSTRAT!O_
(4) SAIPAN MUNICIPAL COU_CIL
(5) ROI'A HU_.!!CIPALCOU_CIL
(_) TI}_tA,"_ MUNICIPAL OOU,_CIL
(7) Uh_I_ED CAROLINIAN ASSOCIATION
(8) POPULAR P_RTY
(9) TERRITORIAL PARTY
(I0) CHANBE_ OF COMMERCE
(B) THE COM_]!TTEE .SHALL CO_SULT ON A CONTINUING BASIS

WITH THE PLEBISCITE CONMISSIONER FOR THE PRINCiPaL PURPOSE•OF
PROVIDING ADVICE FOR HIS CONSIDERATION 0_ ALL ASPECTS OF THE
PLEBISCITE WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS OI_ THE PL_,ISCiTE EDUCATION
PROGRA_o
SEC. 5 FUNCTION OF THE PLEBISCITE _UCATIO_ PROGRAM

UNDER THE D!RECT_{ON OF THE PLEBISCITE COMNISSiONER_ THE
PROGRAM WILL BE OPERATED I.NPARTIALLY A_D OBJECTIVELY_ RARING

....... _ " " _G _L,TERNATIVEAVAILABLE TO ALL VO_'ERS THE R_.uEVA,_TFA,.,TSINCLUD..
CHOICES_ THE PRO(_RAN WILL PROVIDE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO SUCH
INFORMATION THROUGH DISTR!BUTIO_ OF _ATERIALS, NEDIA USAGE AND
OfHER FACILITIES FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION_ THE PROGRAM WILL c

INCLUDE OBJECTIVE I['_FORMAT!O_ ON THE PROVISIONS OF THE COVENANT
AND THE CHOICES OFFERED ON THE BALLOTo
SEC. G PLEBISCITE VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD

(AL THERE IS HEREBY CREATED A PLEBISCITE VOTER
REGISTRATION BOARD CONSISTING OF ELEVEN MENBERS_ EIGHT OF
_HON SHALL BE APPOINTED AT LA-RGE BY THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER
THE THREE OF WHOM SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE PLEBISCITE
COHMISS]ONER-FRON THE MUNICIPAL COUk_CILS OF SAIPAN, ROTA AND ..
TINIAN TO SERVE ON THE BOARD ONLY WHEt} IT ACTS AS A BODY 0R
SITS EN BANC ON MATTERS INVOLVIt_G THEIR RESPECTIVE
_JNICIPALITIESo ..

(B) VOTERS SHALL BE REGISTERED I_ THE VOTINGDISTRICTS
_,._WHICH THEY RESIDE¢ THE PLEBISCITE COMM!SSIO _'°i:_n_MAY_ HOWEVER_
ISSUE SPECIAL f_EGU_TiO_S RELATi,_G TO Tn_- _.,_!_r_ALREGISTRATION
Ce"VOi'ERS AND SHALL ESTABLISH SPECIAL P_OCEDURE$ FOR THE
REGI STRA'f!ON OF n-"-V,_,.._.NGOF ABSENTEE VOTERS© THE VOTER

REGISTRATION SHALL BE CARRIED OUT IN THE VOTING DISTRICTS BY (}_1_



" -PANELS OF THE "o_r,' " -," ' "vv,_n R_.GISTRATIOP_ 80ARD COi,_SISTI_._GOF NOT LESS
THAN TWO M_:4_Fpe° .- _ _HE---.+,......_ TH_<Y SHALL B_ .JOINED _:"_+.+'+OFFICIO BY " ,
VILLAGE CO_+MISSiO++ER OF TJ{AT DlC':'°] r'+ "
S++CHVILLAGe. C '"+'_+_- ..... '+-_ • ''+ ,.+r, lJ++,,'+ '+ + ''+ ' + "_ h(........ S+O.+e,_ B_ ITS I'+AYOR° ..... EX OFFICIO
MEMBERS SHb..LL HAVE THE R_GHT TO VOTE Wi'_J_ Tn,=.'_PANELS,

¢,,,-p

SOIl,RATION SHALL _a_',, O'a ......_c_%t_ •. A DATE TO BE SET BY Tn_ PLEBISeI'fE
COt'_,+I_iOi_ERAND SHALL TERf'!II;]ATEON _.%Y !_ 1.975+

(C) TZE MEMBERS OF THE BOAZ:D SHALL HAVE ALL NECESSARY
AND APPROPRIATE AU_hvRi'fY TO CARRY OUT THE FOLLONING FUNCTIONS:

(I) IN CO_jU_CT!O.<; UiTH THE EX OFFICIO VJEP,IBr'-,+'RS_
REGISTER ALL VOTERS QUALIFIED TO VOTE .![,'THE PLEB!SCITE_

(P,) SITTIP_G EN BANC AS AN APPELL.4TE REVIEW BOARD_
HEAR CHALLENGES OF.DEC!S!O[_S GRANTING OR DENYING REGISTRATIO_
TO ANY PERSON_ A_D

(,5) CERTIFY THE FINAL _;OT_.RREGISTRATION LIST _O ThE
PLEBISCITE .CO,'H'JISSi O;_ERo

(D) DECXSi _'_"'o_'++_OF ur "-, ..,T,_,.-.PANELS D_.dYI_+GREGISTRATION MAY BE
CHALLEt+GED BY A{+,"f REGISTERED _oT++'+R+C][A,..:.,":,++E,,GES P',,J+i BE t']ADE
WITfIiN THREE WORRING DAYS AFTER T'-IE PUBLICATION OF THE .DEOi$IOt'_

_-1 r-.,+.,,__ _.,,.-,t-e S-++IA:+ BE H_+"_OF THE PA.'+P-._+ ¢'""" '+=,.,,..,,, ,...,+/-_+_.,_.,.+,.:_.,:a. ..,...+, _APtD BY THE VOTER
REG*_RA, ION BOARD SITT TMa_'_G EP,]BANg+...... ?.qr.BOARD SHALL DECIDE ALL
CHALLENGES AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE° ANY CHALLEb._GE{" ",qHICH
HAS NOT BEEN DECIDED BY THE BOA.,uP,_BY MAY 23_ [975 SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN REJECTED, A PARTY AGGRIEVED BY [%DECISIOt,3
OF THE VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD SI.TT!r,.,G."E_,,"BANg ,_A_," FILE AP_
/_=_PEALFROM THAT DECISIO_ UITH THE SPECIAL PLEBI,.CI+_ APPELLATE
COURT PROVIDED >'OR r[_,SEGo 8 OF THIS OEDER° SUCH APP r'' _ _'N,_'"
BE TAKEN WIT_Ir_+THREE WORKING DAYS AFTER NOTIFICATION+ ..

: SEC,7 VOTER QUALIFICATIONS
(.4) A PERSON SHALL BE QUALIFIED TO VOTE IN THE PLEBISCITE

IF HE IS:

(I) A IRUST TERRITORY CITIZEN DOMICILED IN THE MARIANA
ISLANDS D_STR!CT_

(2) 18 YEARS 'OF AGE OR OLDER ON THE DATE OF THE
PLEBIScitE,

(3) AT THE TIME +OF RESISTRATION NOT SERVING A SENTENCE
0_ UNDER P"_'_._=_ OR PROBATION FOR ANY FELONY FOR UH!CH HE HAS
B_EJ CONVICTED '_",_, ANY ""'"_" "_ "+'"" '_'_....... " _vn_

(4) AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION NOT UNDER A JUDGEMENT
OF MENTAL INCOMPETENCY OR INS..NI+TY_AND

(5) REGISTERED TO VOTE iN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES
ESTABLISHED BY THE PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER,

(B) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS ORDER "DOMICILE" IS DEFINED IN
THE SAME MANNER AS IN SECTION IO05(E) OF THE COVENANT: "THAT
PLACE WHERE A PERSON MAINTAINS A RESIDENCE WITH THE INTENTIO.t_
W O0_T!NUiNG SUCH RESIDENCE FOR AN-UNLIMITED OR INDEF-I-NiTE
PERIOD_ AND TO WHICH SUCH PERSON HAS THE IHTENTIO,7_OF RETURNING
_HENEVER HE IS ABSENI+_ EVEN FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD." I_.'
DETERMINING WHETHER A PERSON IS DOMICILED IN THE MARIANA ISLANDS
DISTRIOT_ THE BOARD SHALL TAKE INTO AC_.OUNT AS OF THE TIME OF
REGISTRATIOn,!ALL RELEVANT FACTORS I_C_,UDIN_ BUT _OT LIMITED TO
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA_

(I) WNETHF_R HE _AINTAINS A PERi6ANENT RESIDENCE OR
PERMANENT PLACE OF ABODE I_ A PLACE q'"P-'_ OF• • . uu,mlDE THE MARIA_A
ISLANDS DIST_?Iv:.__ O_

(2) WHETHER HIS PRESENCE IN THE MARIANA ISLARDS DISTRICT
_":'q:>n
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..... IS'SOLELY-THE RESULT OFHISO_#I_PUBLIC OR'PRIVaTE m,!PLOYr_E,vr
OR THAT OF A PE.RSO,_0_ I,;I{0_'IHE IS,ECOi_Oi';:r_'',,._o,_vDr_P_._D._,.Ii__'_'"_'"_ OR

(3) WHET.HERHE 0,_ THE _-,_;r,_, ._ ,, _,,,, ,
DEPENDENT RECEIVES !_n_;_,_.... ._..... w_,,_T,,_ OR_ OR PAY' D-_FI:.hE:_ ZALS FOR
LIVIN_ ALLOWA_GES AS A CO_'_'rn','m_'_'.,_,._.,._,_OF HIS ._r-_PLO_HE._ IN THE
MARIANA ISLA_JDS D!S'_RIGT_ OR

(_) WHETHER HE MAINTAiI_S _,,._,:.,_,.,'m,'_'^C°reU_'r_,, A_'_OTHERDISTRICT
OF THE TRUST TERRITOR't OF THE PAOiFIC ISLANDS OR WITH THE
JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR A_OTHER COUNTRY SUCH AS_
S"JPPORTING A SPOUSE AND/OR FA_]ILY WHO _,_._._r_ri_._SUCH PLACE_
MAI[_TE_ANCE OF A BOAT OR D_IVER_S LICE,....,.ISSUED BY SUCH PLACE,
HOLDING A POSTAL ADDRESS AT bu_,i PLACEs _ONTINUING AFFILIATIONS
WITH THE PROFESSEIONAL_ RELIGIOUS OR FRATERNAL LiFE IN SUCH
PL_CES_ OR THE PAYMENT OF TAXES IN SUCH PLACE IMPOSED BECAUSE
OF RESIDENCE OR PHYSICAL PRESE_GE IN SUCH PLACE_ OR

(5) WHETHER HE HAS EXPRESSED H.IS ZNTENT/O_i _'_OTYO
]_0_ A _,_."ESTABLISH DOMICILE i_ THE _]ARIANA _._._._.vu_DISTRICT_ OR

(G) WHETHER HE IS REGISTERED OR QUALIFIK_ TO VOTE _'_., ANY
OTHER DI_-_ ....._,,._ OR JURISDICTION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OR THE
UNITED STATES OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY DURI_,G _l_a PAST _EAn_""'_"
oE(,_ 8 SPECIAL PLBiSCITE APPELLATE COURT

THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE HIGH COURT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY
OF.THE PACIFIC ISLANDS SHALl. APPOINT O{_E OR MORE jUSTICES OF
THAT COURT AS A SPECIAL PLEBISCITE APPELLATE COURT UITH
EXCLUsiVE JURISDICTION OVER ALL _PEALS FRO_ EN BANG Ru_olN_S
OF THE VOTER REGISTRATION _OARD0 APPEALS SHALL BE HE_RD BEFORE
A SINGLE JUDGE OF THE SPECIAL PLEB!SCITE APPELLATE COURT_ THE
SPECIAL P_EBISCITE APPELLATE COURT. SH_LL R_'_DER ITS DECISIONS

_ D_ EXPEDTTIOUS=Y AS FEASIBLE AND ;_0LAT=_. THAN THE SEVE_TH DAY
PREDED!NG... THE PLEBISCITE_ THE SPECIAL oP'_r_eCrTE_._._._APPELLATE
COURT SHALL CERTIFY ITS DECISIONS TO THE VOTER RE_!STRAT!O!J
BOARD AND NOTIFY THE PARTIES THEREOF_ RULI_GS OF'THE _,°°'_'n_AL_
COURT SHALL BE FINAL AND NOT SUBJECT TO FURTHER REVIEW BYANY
AUTHORITY OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OR OF THE U_ITED STATES,

_- _ _,_T_ ,JUDi,.,IAL OR OH_.E'n._,_.:,E_
SEC.,_ PROGLAMATIO_

ATTACHED AS AN APPEflDIX TO THIS ORDER, IS A PROCLAMATION
_HiCH SETS A DATE FOR _._u CA_,._ A ._.o_S_,_E !{__"_:'"^_
ISLANDS DISTRICT RELEVANT TO THE COVENA[_T DESCRIBED HEREIN,
SEC_ 10 TERMINATION

THIS ORDER SHALL CONTINUE IN EFFECT ONLY U['_TILTHE
COV_PLETION OF THE PLEBISCITE REFERRED TO IN SEC_ 1 AND I_ ANY
CASE SHALL TERFIINATE BEFORE JANUARY I_ 1976o
APRIL I0_ 1975
SIGNED BY ROGERS C.B, NORTON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
_T
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