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RELEASE) - S
(SECRETARY KORTUN ACTS TO AUTHGSIZE FLESISCITE IN THE NCRTMERN
MARTANAS JSLANDS FOR JUNE 17, 1$76) "
WASHINGTGH, AFR, 11 (MNS)=--SzCRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ROGERS
C,B. MURTON TOCAY ISSUED A PROCLEMATIGN CALLING FCR & FLESISCITE
TO BE& WELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 1975, IN ORDER TKAT THE FEGPLE
OF TRE NORTY d ISLANIS, FREZERTLY ADMINISTERED AS A
PART OF THE TRLST TERRITORY OF TWE PACIFIC ISLANDS, MAY DECIDE
WHETHER ThEY WISH TG BECOME A COMMONWEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES,
THE ISLANDS, INCLULING SAJFANs TINIAN, ROTA AND OTWERS, L1E NORTH
OF THE U.S. TERRITURY OF GUAM, ,
AN FEBRUARY 15, 1975, THE mLS]ANAS POLITICAL STATUS cOMMISS}oN
AND 1HE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL REFSESENTATIVE, AMBLSSADCR HAYDN
WILL1AMS, SIGNED 4 COVENANT TO ESTASLISK A CCMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARLANZ ISLANES IN POLITICsL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, THE COVENANT CALLS FOR THE HOLDING OF SUCH 4 PLEBISCITE,
%Te '~555R£J§D¢§353ﬁ5 PgﬁELE,ﬁgféfgmﬁﬁRIANi ISLANDS
) - $ o - . s
NORTHERIN MarDA
IN ARNSUNC
FLESISCITE wiL
The SUPZRV.ISICUL
DESIGNATED MA,
H1S PERSOJINAL REFHES HNTATIVE," ~ TCN ALSO LECLARED,
"O0ESERVEKS FFrOVN E UNITED NAT AND THE U.S., CCNGRESS WILL BE
WELCOME TU WiTNESS TKE PLESZ]SC AS WELL AS THE FPLESISCITE
-EDUCATLON PFROGRAM, ThE -REGISTRATICN UF VOTERS, AND OTHER
;. PRE=PLEZISCITE 2CTIVITiEG, ®
COMMENTING OGN MR, CANHAAM'S 2FPRPOINTMENT, S ETLRY MOSRTON
NOTED HIS LONG AND DISTINGUISHEL RECQRD GF PU C SERVICE
INCLUDING A FESIGD AS A UNITED STATES DELEGATE 710 THE UNITED
MATIONS DURING 1TS FORMATIVE YELRS, AND EXPRESSED. AFFRECIATION
FOR HIS WILLINGNESS T0 ACCEPT ThE PRESENT APPGINTYENT, MR. CANKAM
WAS FOR MANY YEARS EDITCR-IN-CHIZF 0F THE CHRISTI&N SCIENCE
MONITOR AND 1S FRESZNILY GDJ T8 EF 3R] 34S 0 Mz 1S PARTICIPATED
IN THE WORK CF CO¥ 2ONS Lovcezndo WiTH SPUBLAC 2FFALIRS AND
HOLDS HONOR&RY LCELA C LETLUNS, FROM SEVBRYNE 2MERICAN
M ThE GOVEANMENTS OF ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND

1N

15 ;:E COVE"S
AR YA 5%
Eé:d.zg 8“?'7 13t 1643 573 7,658 5353? THE

.
e

ANTS WTULD g:

2
L
He FLEBISCITE STATED, "“THE
HKELD N P OAND IMPARTIAL MANNER UNGER
SSICNESR, THE FRESIDENT HAS
In D. CANMAM, ERVE 1IN THAT POSITION AS

RN
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1y




CABLL £TC CIss. v By _

TOTAL COPIE: '~
- . } RIPRODUCTION BY OTHZA 7.
] | ADMIN INTERNAL USZ OxLY.! ISSUING OFFICK 12 PROMIBI
PERSON "UNIT NOTIF LT e o e o —_— ‘1 - i
' . e o ess oo WON J
_ADvANCE COFY 155Ut s1o1Teo_ 8% % 4% Br 4%, o°% o2 o %% 2 3°° o7 NON AGENCY MESSAG
_ > o o0 Iy Y - © () L] ¥ U v —o
AZTION UNIY , . o o M M cse o ° : : : : : : 1 .
L J
RF FiLE ::b :.. '." :.. : : ... es o o o o088 o6 3
N ; -=" : 5
E 3 [
ACTICN ¢ _—
o]

T 936269 E1&GG1 FAGE 23 . NC 33277

TOR:1321472 APR 75

S e
SRxalia

THE AUTWORITY AND ESTABLISHES ACMINISTRATIVE RESFONSIBILITY FOR
THE KOLCING GF & PLEEISCITE, THE ACTICN CREATES THWE PLEBISCITE
COM4ISSICNER PCSITIONSs OUTLINES THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TKE
TRUST TERRITOAY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS ADMINISTRATICN, ESTABLISHES
A NORTHZAN MARILNL JSLANDS PLESISCITE ADVISCRY COMMITTEE, OUTLINES

THE FUNCTION CF & PLESISCITZ ELUCATION PRUSSAM, CEEATES A VOTER
CUALITIFICATIONS, AND AUTRGRIZES & SFECIAL PLESISCITE APPELLATE

0% NUMERCUS CGCCASIONS OVER MCRE THAN TWENTY YEARS THE
PEUPLE CF THE NURTHERN MARTANA JSLANDS HAVE SOUGKHT A& CLOSE AND
ENCURIANG ASSUCIeTION W1TH (HE UNITED STATES, SECKETARY MORTQON'S
ACTION wILL FRLVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM T0 DECIDE, PURSUANT
TO THEIR RIGRT . F SELF-DETERIMINLTION, WHETHER THEY WISH TO
8eCoME A COMMONWEALTH IN ACCORCANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT.
AT LEAST 55 PeERCENT OF THE VALID VGTES CAST IN THE PLERISCITE
MUST FAVOR COMMUNWEALTH STATUS BEFORE THE CCVENANT IS PRESENTED
T0 THE UNITeD STALTES CGAGRESS FLR TS APPROVAL,

AIGh COMMISSIGNER EDWARD E, JOHNSTON SAID THE SELECTICN OF
MRy ERwWIN D, Cetimati &S PLESISCITE CZOMMISSIONER WAS AN EXCELLENT
CHClCe AN TR2T WIS WIDE EXPERIENZE IN PUSLIC AFFAIRS WOULD BE
MOST USEFULT 1L ThIS IMPLRTANT TASK, "WE LOCK FORWARD T0 SEEING

MR, Cadmav GA S

WHEIE ThZY M2y NEEDEZ," HICCHM JOMNSTGL SEIT,
(PRICLAVMLZTIC Y
WESHINGTLL, APR, 11 (MNS)meewWwHEZREAS, THI UNITES STATES AS
ADMINISTERING LgTHG:lTY CF THE TRUST TERIITSSY §F THE PACIFIZ.
ISLANDS RaS ULOzRTAKEN &N GBLIGETION UNDER TwI TRUSTESSHIF
LGREEMENT AND UNDEZR ARTICLE 76 CF TWE UNITED LATICNS CHARTER 1O
GIE’:’_TH:.FEUPL‘: CF THE TAUST TE=RITCRY THE RIG~T 10 CHGOSE FRECLY
TRz1R OwA POUITiCaL FUTLHES AMD T
CUURRERETSYTEVILCT U5 MRY 19- 1672, THE MER{AN:S DISTRICT
LEGISLATUAL ESTob_iSniD THE MAF}anasS POLITICAL ST2TUS CONMISS]ON
& el ol BN .o ey - i " >
é?fT?éLé:ﬁ}?rf‘34JCUL{IFS;TE INCLUDE NEGGTIATIONS WITK THE UNITED
RTTS GevoRnMINT O THE: FUTUS: POLITICAL STATUS OF THE MaR]aNn
ISLALDS SISTRICT; ant AL STATUS GF THE HiRpana
tREREAS, ON FEERU:AY 15, 1975, THE MAR1ANLS FLUTTICA: .
SSI1¢”, e e cme 8.9, o p _Be eq 80 'Soo & Gav Ja\-z 1CAL STATUS
Naags blL The PERSTEL EEatiMETINEY TepPResiient of
Jorote Sretoo Seulioey o GOYERLNTY, BRI C- $Te AMPReviD SY THE
S OTRE piRjalen pSmATSe #rsrAICY AT Y20 cNLAL5S er Tas
3T.5:58 3B SNt wrmeen . : e RIS ~ ns
SrAvesy aLULT LPIN TERNMINAT{ON OF Tei TRUSTZZSHIP
ADMUN INTEARNZL USE Tuine
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND TPT UNITED NATIONS,
ESTABLISH A COMMUNWEALTH OF THE NCRTHERN MARTANA TSLANDS IN
POLITICAL UNICGN WITK ThE UNITED STATES OF AXERICAI anD

WHEREAS, Th]S SIGNING MARKEL TetC CCNCLUSIGN CF NEGOTIATIONS
BETWEEN THE ThC PARTIES AFTER MCRZ THAN THERTY YEARS OF EFFQRTS
BY ThE PEQOPLE (F TWE MCATHEIRN MLZang ISLANDS THFCUSH PUSLIC
PETITION AND ReFERENLDUM TG ACHIEVE FOLIVICAL UNION WITH THE
UNITED STATES; AND ' .

WHEREAS, THE COVENANT WAS ‘UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. ON
FESRUARY 22, 1675 BY THE MARIANAS CISTRICY LEGISLATURE; AND

WHEREAS, BY RESOLUTIOCN NO, 126-1675 THE MARIANAS DISTRICT
LEGISLATURE ON FESRUARY 28, 197% FCRMALLY REGUESTED .THE UNITED
STATES 4S ADMINISTERING AUTHGRITY OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE
PACIFIC ISLANGS 7C SET A DATE FOUR AND CALL A PLERISCITE IN THE
MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICST RELATIVE T0 THE COVENANT;

NOW THEREFGRE, 1, RCGERS C,E, “GRTON, SECRETARY oF THE
INTERIOR, BY VIRTUE OF THZ PCWERS VESTED NIER EXECUT,VE
ORCER 11¢21 0F bt 16£2 AND Witk THE NCURRENCE OF THE
SECRETLRY OF ‘0 HEREBY CALL FOR & T0 BE HELD
0N TUESDAY, \ 75 THROUGHILUT THE M X LANDS DISTRICT
YO PRCVIDE an UFPGE Y FORNTRE PECFLE G RE NCRTHERN MARTANA
ISLANDES TO0 DEC)zE &, NT TO0 TREIR RIGKTY . OF SELF-DETERMINATION,

. WHETHER TWEY CME A COMMOUNLWELLTH OF THE UNITED STATES
IN ACCORDANCE wlTw Th ERMS OF 7wt ENANT SI1GNED o
FEERUARY 15, 1§75,

THE PLERISCITE wlL: £ IN A FAIR AND [MF2RTIAL MLNNER
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POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI|Ca,

NDO = | VOTeg AGLINST COMMONNEALTH IN POLITICAL UN]ON WITH THE
UNITED STATES &S SET FORTH [N TKE COVENANT RECGG*1ZING THAT, IF
COMMONWEALTH 1S RELECTED, TwWE NOETHERN MARTANA JSLANDS WILL
REMAIN &S A [1i3iRICT OF THE T5USY TZARITORY W]TH THE RIGHT Tp
PARTICIPATE w!7m THE 0THER CISTRICTS 1N THE DETER~inATION OF AN
ALTERNATIVE FUTUNE FOLITICAL . STaTuUS.

IN RECUGNITION OF THE HISTCRIC IMPORTANCE OF THIS ACT GF
SELF~DETERMINATION: 1 DECLARE THAT THE DAY OF THE PLEBISCITE
SHALL bE A FUBL]C SCLIDAY IN THE masana ISLANDS DISTRICT AND
THE HIGH CUMMISSIONER SHALL GIVE ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE TO ALL
TRUST TERRITLRY OF TheE PACIFIC ISLANDS GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES IN
SAID DISTRICT, ‘ v

OBSERVEKS FHQM THE UNITED NATICNS AND juE
UNITED STATcS wlLL EF WELCOME TC WITNESS TwE SCITE AS WELL
AS THE PLESISCITE ECUCATION PRCGSaM, e 10N OF YOTERS,
AND OTwER PRE-FLELISCITE ACTIVITZS, i} RS WILL BE
PROVIDES atl A:=:t Y ASSISTANCE.,

Teray

172

AS ADMINISTER]:
AT OF ULy 16, 1§
ES OF AMERICa,
SIGNED BY Ko C.5, MORTQN,
(SECRETLRIAL OKJER NG, 26¢75)

WASHINGTCN, D.C., ASRIL. 11 (MNS)=-appLERTISOGTY
MARIANA ISLANDS CiSTRICT

_WHEREAS, Tkt UNITED STATES 25 AGMINISTERTING
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-»
Fad

TO THE TRUST TzrRITGFY GF THz FLCIFIC

AN OSLIGATION UNDES THZ TRUSTEESH]P AGRS

76 JF Twme UNTTED NATIONS CHARTER T Glve

TRUSTY TerRs]ITCSY Thi RIGKT T0 CKCGS:E

FUTURE: AND '
WHEREAS, Tro

REPEI«TEL‘-LY HAV g

EN ARRANGEMENT
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A ccv;NLuT TO ESTAELISH A COMMONWEALTH OF THE

sgAL:s IN POLITICAL UNION WITK THE UNITED
hhns’ngu BEEN NEGOTIATED AND SIGNED BY THE
RECPESENTATIVES OF THE MARJANAS CISTRICT ANDSTHE
1MOUS APPROVAL CF THE MARJANA
Lt ON FESIUARY 22, 1975
PURSUANT TG EXECUTIVE GRDER ta.
# Thi CONCURREIANCE

£S FGLLOKS: }
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THIS ORDER 1S TO EST
TIVE RESPOANS:ZIL ITY FQR THE HOLD
(=1L ‘CLEING OF A
. TiZ'p}ggsi é?\ TeE MARTANA ISLAP.GS\DISTRICT
e EOPLE OF THAT DISTRICT OF THEIR RIGHT
SCITE CcOMMISSIgAER ‘ : L .
CEﬁHISSLgNER CESIGNATED BY THE PRESIDENT OF
SHALL BE R SIBLE FGR THE PLANNING, THE
THE WOLCING OF THE PLESISCITE N TRe
IS, THZ COMMISSIONZR Sral: )
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(B) TKE TRLST TEgARR

ISLANES DISTRiCT ATMINI
EXFCUTIVE DIRZICTOA
SEC, MARTANA
T=SFE
ISLANDS COMMITTEE To B¢
THE COMMITTEE SHA
SECTORS OF TkE AD
NOT LIMITED

(1)

(2)

(3)

M
DISTRICT ap¥v

‘NOTHE EXECUTION OF
IS HERESZY EgT

LiL CONSIST of REPRES
RYRERN MARTANA ISLAN
T0 A nEPRESENTATIVE FRCM

MARTANLZS DISTRICY LEGISLATUR
RIANGS POLITICL

IT0RY Wz
STRATCS

CSUVARTERS AND THE MAR]ANA
AND STAFF Swaty ASSIST THE
HIS pUTIES,
ESISCITE ALVISCEY CoMM
ASLISHED A NQORTWERYN MARIANA
INTED BY THE FLEBISCITE COMMISS]ONER,
ENTATIVES OF THE PRINCIPAL
DS COMMUNITY INCLUDING BUT
EACK OF THE FOLLOWING:

E

L STATUS COMMISSION

ISLANDS Fi ITTEE

AP7Y

INISTRATION

(4)
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JURISTICTION OF Tug UNITED STATES @R ANGTHER COUNTRY SUCH AS:
SUFPORTING A SPGUSE AND/OK FAMILY WHO RESIDE IN SUCK PLACE:
MAINTENARNCE CF & BYAT GR DRIVER'S LICENSE ISSUED BY SUCH PLACE;
HOLDIRG & PGSTAL AUDRESS AT SUCh PLACE: CONTINUING AFFILIATIONS
WITH TH: PRUFESSEJONAL, RzLIGICUS GR FRATERNAL LIFE IN SUCH
PLACES; OR THE FAYMENT CF TAXES IN SUCH PLACE IMFESED BECAUSE
OF RESIDENCE UK PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN SUCH FLACE; R
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{6) WHETHER wE IS REGISTERED OR CUALIFIED TC VRTE IN ANY
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EXCLUSIVE UURISCICTION CVER ALL APPEZALS FROM EN pAMNC RULINGS
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A SINGLE UUZGE CF THM: SFECIAL FLESISCITE APFELLATE COURT, THE
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COVRAT SwaLl CERTIFY ITS CECISIGNS 1D THE VOTER RECISTRATION
BOAND aND MOTIFY TRZ PARTIES THEREOGF, RULINGS QF THEE SPECIAL
COURT SmalLl EE FINAL AND NoT SUSJUECT T0 .FURTHER REVIEW BY aNY
AUTHUGRITY OF The TPRUST TERRITORY OR OF THE UNITET STATES,
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