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AMEMBA_SY CANBERRA FOR PAC, ISL, MONTHLY
CROI-NAMURA _UIT FILED)

SAIpA N' APE, 24 (MNS)---A $I_ MILLION SUIT HAB BEEN PILED
IN THE U,$, COURT OF CLAIMS IN WASHINGTON AGAIN$T THE UNITEO
STATES BY THE LEADERS AND OWNERS GF ROI-NAMURw AN ISLAND IN
KWAJALFIN ATOLL, MARSHALL$, FOR THE "UNLAWFUL AND UNCOMPENSATED
TAKING AND CONTINUED USE" OF THE ISLAND AND ,,FOR RELOCATION OR
DISLOCATION _WPNESES FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN UNLAWFULLY
OISPOS_ED.,,"

COUNSEL FflR THE PLAINTIFFS I$ STEPHEN N, 8HULMAN, FROM THE
WASHINGTON LAW FIRM OF CADWALADERt WICKERBHAN ANO TAFT.
M_CRON_S_AN LEGAL SERVICES CORP. DIRECTOR TED MITCHELL SERVES
AS CO-COUNSEL,

PLAINTIFFS IROIJS (TRADITIONAL CHIEF) KABUA KABUA, LEJELLON
WABUA, ALBERT LEOAK AND LEROIJ NEIMORO, CONTEND THAT THEY HAVE
NOT RECEIVED ANY.RENTAL OR OTHER COMPENSATION FOR THE USE AND
OCCUPANCY OF ROI-NAMUR BY THE UNITED STATES NAVY, THEY AS$ERT
THAT THEY ARE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION FOR THE "ECONOMIC VALUE
OF THE LAND THEY HAvE LOST ON ROI-NAMUR" AND ARE SEEKING
COMPENSATION FOR "FORCED RELOCATION OR DISLOCATION" BY THE U,$.

ACCORDING TO THE SUIT, THE U.8. NAVY, WHICH HAS OCCUPIED
ROI-NAMUR SINCE tga4, REMOVED THE PEOPLE TO ENNUBIR AND EBEYE
AND OTHER ISLANDS IN KWAJALEIN ATOLL, APPROXIMATELY 8m_eg
MARSHA!.LESE, INCLUDING FORMER OWNERS OF ROI-NAMURe LIVE ONNEBEYE.

THEy CHARGE THAT THE PEOPLE "HAVE BEEN DEPRIVED OF THEIR
TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE" AND "MUST NOW LIVE ON A MONEY=WAGE
ECONOMY ON EBEYE," AN ISLAND THREE MILES SOUTH OF KWAJALEIN,

THE SUIT FURTHER STATES THAT FORMER TT HIGH COMMI$IIONER
OELMAS M. NUCKER, IN MAY 1960 e EXECUTED A TRANSFER AGREEMENT
_ON BEHALF OW TH_ TT GOVERNMENT) TO GRANT TO THE U,$, THE RIGHT TO
uSE AN_ OCCUPY ROI-NAMUR FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1944, FOR AN
INDEFIniTE P_RIO0 OF TIME.

"ALTHOUGH THE TRANSFER AGREEMENT STATES THAT THE
CONSIDERATION FOR THE AGREEMEN IN THE SUM OF w$1_ AND OTHER-
GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, w THE UNITED STATES NAVY
ACTUALLY TRANSFERRED THE SUM OF SB_ THOUSAND TO THE TT
GOVERNMENT AS CONSIDERATION FOR THE TRANBFER," THE SUIT
CLAIMS_ "NON_ OF THE PLAINTIFF8 OR THEIR PREDECESSORS IN
INTEREST WAS A PARTY TO THIS AGREEMENT NOR D_D ANY OF THEM
RECEIVE ANY OORTTON OF THE S80-THOUSAND," THE SUIT ALLEGES.
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IN _ HEARING HELD ON EBEYE IN 1964 BY THE LAND AND
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR FROM THE TT GOVERNMENT TO DETERMINE
OWNERSHIP OF THE LANO, IT HAS RULED THAT ROI.NAMUR "HAS NOT
A PART OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN OF THE TRUST TERRITORY BUT WAS
OWNEO Ay PLAINTIFFS AND/OR THEIR PREDECESSORS,.,s n THE SUIT
_TRE$SFS.

THE sUIT ALSO CHARGES THAT THE U,$. HAS ADOPTED A POLICY
OF NEGOTIATING LONG-TERM LEASEHOLD ZNTEREST$ RATHER THAN
SEEKIN_ TO O_TAIN A FEE SIMPLE TITLE, PLAINTIFFS HAVE SOUGHT
TO NEGnTIATE THE AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION TO BE PAID BY THE
U.S. F_R THE USE AND oCCUPANCy OF RDI-NAMUR, THE U,S,
NAVY T_DK REsPONsIBILITY LAST YEAR TO CONDUCTNEGOTIATIONS
ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES. "NEGOTIATION8 HTH THE
UNITED sTATEs HAVE PRovED UNSUCCESSFUL, ANO A NEGOTIATED
SETTbEMENT NON APPEARS UNLIKELY_" ACCORDING TO THE SUIT,

THE SUIT POINTS OUT THAT THE U,S, NAVYp ON BEHLAF OP
THE TT GOVERNMENTs ENTEREO INTO A CONTRACT WITH HAMBLETDN
AND AS_OCIATESs INC. OF HONOLULU TO APPRAISE THE RENTAL
VALUE OF CERTAIN LAN08 IN KNAjALEIN ATOLL_ INCLUDING ROI-NANUR.
HAHBLETON APPRAISED THE RENTAL VALUE OF RDI-NAMUR AT
$Ts_BB_$7 PER ACRE. THIS APPRAISALs THE SUIT ¢ONTENoSt
REPRESFNT$ A LUMP SUN PAYABLE ON FEBRUARY 7w 197_.FOR A
PERZO0 OF 50_YEARSs CFROM FEB, 7s 1944 TO FEB, 6e 1994),
THE U.g. NAVy SUBSEQUENTLY REJECTED HAHBLETONW$ APPRAISAL,

T_E..UNITE_ 8TATE$, HAS TAKEN EXCLUSIVE USE AND OCCUPANCY
OF PRIyATE PROPERTY OF THE LAND OWNERS OF ROI-NAMUR AND
HAS FATLED. TO PAY ANY COMPENSATIONs THE SUIT STATES, IT
CLAIMS THAT EACH e_ THE PLAINTIFFS "HAS BEEN INJURED BY THE
TAKING AND CONTINUING USE BY THE UNITED STATE8 OF ROI=NAMUR
AHD IS ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION,,,"

THE PLAINTIFFS DEMAND JUDGEMENT AGAINST THE UNITED
STATE_ IN THE SUM OF $10 MILLION "TO_ETHER _ITH INTERESTS,
CDGT$,.ANO R_ASONABLE ATTORNEYS FEES..."
tBURTON_$ STATEMENTS MISINTERRETEO)

SAIPAN, AmRZL 24 CMNS}---REFERRING TO STATEMENTS MADE LAST
WEEK BY US R_P, RHILZP BURTON TO AMEND THE LEGISLATION TO PAY
ALL _AR CLAIMS IN FULL IN MICRONESIAs MARIANA_ SENATOR PEDRO
A. TEN_RIO SAID THIS WEEK THAT BURTONWS STATEMENTS WERE
"M_SINTERPRETED TO MEAN THAT THE US IS OPEN TO RE=NEGOTIATION
OF OTHFR ISSUES IN THE COVENANT,"

TEN,RIO SAID IN HIS LETTER TO BURTON THAT "IF SUCH RE"
NEGOTIATION IS POSSIBLEs I _OULD SINCERELY REgUEST THAT THE
MPS¢ SF INFORMED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THE PLEBISCITE
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MAY BE_APPROPRIATELY RE'$CHEOULED FOR SUCH FUTURE RE-
NEGOTIATION,"

THE MARIANAS SENATOR FURTHER ADDED THAT THE PEOPLE OF
THE MA_IANAS ARE READY TO VOTE IN THE PLEBISCITE, "BUT
CURPENT DEVELOPMENT HAS LED MANY OF THEM TO BELIEVE THAT A
RE-NEGOTIATION TO INCLUDE FAST AND FULL WAR CLAIMS SETTLEMENT
IS STILL POssIBLE,"

.My_HOPE IS THAT THIS ISSUE WILL BE RESOLVEO OUTSIDE OF
THE REALM OF OUR STATUS PLEBISCITE, FOR I DO NOT BELIEVE
THAT THE ISSUE PROPERLY FALLS UNDER A STATUS NEGOTIATIONw"
TENORIO AOOEg, "! STRONGLY FEEL THAT YOUR STATEMENT IN
SUCPnRT OF MY VIEW WILL HAVE A DEFINITE CLARIFICATION AMONG
THE MINOS OF THE PEOPLE THAT SUCH ISSUE IS NOT IN FACT A
PART OF THE cOMMONWEALTH COVENANT THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN
SIGNED." HE SAID_

JUDGING FROM THE PRSENT AUTHORIZATIDNSe TENORIO
INDICATED, IT DOES NOT SEEM POSSIBLE THAT EXCESS FUNDS
WOULD mE AVAILABLE FOR THE FINAL PAYMENT, CERTAIN PROVISIONS
UNDER US PUBLIC LAW 92-39 "CONFUSES ALL MY PEOPLE BECAUSE
THEY, TN THF FIRST PLACE, ARE EXPECTING FULL COMPENSATION
AND SECONDLY, WHEN THEY FILED THEIR CLAIMS, THEY WERE TOLD
THAT THEY WILL ONLY RECEIVE IB PERCENT, BUT AT THE SAME TIME_ WERE
OBLIGATED TO EXECUTE i FULL RELEASE AS A CONDITION FOR
RFCEIP_ _F C_MPENSATION NEGATING ANY FURTHER GUARANTEE FOR
_ULL _FTTLEMENT OF THEIR CLAIMS_" SENATOR TENORIO WROTE,

_ALL USERSI PLEASE CREDIT CONGRESS OF MICRONEBIA)
CR & O cnMM_TTEE COMPLETED HEARINGS)
ST
_gR2B
ANNOTE_
RCR 47_
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