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}:i":"i:i_:;i!"] WASHINGTONw<c_,I_i,--_w_-(MNS)---IN A PREPARED ORAL BRIEFING

•.i %N _A@HINGI"ON J3J_4_ AMBA@$ADOR FRARKLIN HAYDN _LI.L.J-EJ..__$tw
! THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR MICRONE$IAN

• ; STATUS NEGOTIATIONS, OE$CRIdEO FOR THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON

: , TERRITORIAL AND INSULAR AFFAIRS OF THE g=@, HOUSE OF
.... :, REPRESENTATIVES THE COVENANT TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTH OF
. .:. _ THE, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLAND8 IN POLITICAL UNION W_TH THE

_ tlN.Y.TEO STATESw SIGNED ON @AIPAN ON FEBRUARY lee 1975,

• WIL, LI_M$ NOTED THaT IN THE NEGOTIATING Pf_OCE_$ A DET_RMINEO
) , EFFORT _W.A$MAuE TO SATISFY. THE LEGITIMATE. INTERESTS OF THE

i':..:i..::.: MARIA,HAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMI$$10N IN SEEKING FULL INTERNAL

" Q ,_ELF-GOVERNHENT WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE PRAMEWURK OF THE
AMERICAN CONSTITUTION_ HHILE FIVING FULL _EZGHT TO VIEWS OF

.I
.] MEMBERS OF THE U,S, CONGRE$5®

_iJ MANY OF THE PROVI$ZON5 OF THE COVENANT REFt.ECT TIlE ADVICE
-i:..)j'] AND W_S_IE$ OF THE U_$, CONG_E_$_ ESPECIALLY W_TH RESPECT TO THE

I APPLIr. AdILITY OF THE U,$, LAWS TO THE NEW COMMONWEALTH, THE

• ! AMRASSAOOR EMPHASIZED THAT SINCE THE COVENANT IN 11"@ FINAL PORM
WAR TO BE PRE3ENTED TO THE U,@, CONGRESS FOR EITHER APPROVAL, OR

"./:i:i--i.t r)!SAPPROVAL BUT NOT AHENDMENT_ IT WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT
' ' THE U=$, S_OE MAKES SURE THAT ITS NEGOTIATING POSITION SHOULD

" NOT BE CONTRARY T.O KNOWN CONGRESSIONAL VIEWS,
THE PURPOSE OF THE BRIEFING FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL

- ... ._URCOMMITTEE, THE AMBASSADOR SA_D_ WAS TO REPORT ON THE F_NAL
ROIINr) OF NEGOTIATIONS AND TO BRIEF THEM AGOUT THE PLEBISCITE_
NOW F_XED FOR JUNE 17, AFTER THE OECEMBZR NEGOT_A.TING SESSION

.-.i. _F H_$ NECE$SARY_ HE NOTED_ TO-REVIEW CERIAIN TENTATIVELY
" AGREE[.) PROVISIONS OF THE COVENANT WITH THE U,S-, COHGRES$
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."_'::::."_::_i PA_F. _4 RUHGSAAC_084 UM.CLA$,
NG THESE C ULT ON$ THE U,$, HA@ ABLE TO

"i':!::i;:.":i;] " ANt) FOLLO*! ON$ ATI•_::;:!-:".L:_:;, - T I•;_.'vu_".,, EL .: i'1! N A, E T$ REMAINING RESERVATIONS. WHEN THE NEGOTIATOR5:'. _ ""_:'.;.•:_, -,_ t"

....•.:::,-:..:._,_ ME: A_IN I,_ FEBRUARY_ THERE _ERE _ FEW M_NOR TEC_NCA6 "
PAREL) BY T _,

)"!::.!,"_;:i:::;-i_CHANGES PRE HE MPS AND THE PROPOSAL, FOR A BICAMERA&,

'_-.i:_}:::_.i}::]|_ll'_"'-_""_''I'E_'!SLATURE, FOR T.HE NORTHERN MARIANA$ COMMONWEAL.Tit _ITH EQUAL
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REIREtENTATION FROM EACH CHARTERED MUNICIPALITY IN ONE HOUSE,
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON THESE PROPOSALS,

AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS EMPHASIZED THAT THE CALL TO NEGOTIATE
A REPARATE STATUS FOR THE MARIANAS CAME FROM THE PEOPLE OF THAT

'- "1 nISTRICT ANO THEIR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE5 THEIR DESIRE FOR
i POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES, FIRST EXPRESSED IN 1950e

HAS BEEN REPEATED OVER THE YEARS THROUGH RESOLUTIONS, REFER_NOUMS_
./.-:-;';j ANn REPRESENTATIONS TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND TO THE

UN_-TEO NATIONS,
THE U,S, NEGOTIATOR DESCRIBED TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE THE

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE COVENANTt NOTING THAT IF THE CONGRESS APPROVES
THE COVENANTp IT wILL VOLUNTARILY LIMIT ITS PLENARY POWERS TO

•_,?,:_1 AMEND CERTAIN FUNOAMENTAL PROVISION@ OF THE COVENANT uNLESS

i-_ { _ONSENTED TO BY THE FUTURE GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS= THE FUNDAMENTAL PROVISIONS ARE; THE BAGIC POLITICAL
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RELATIONSHIP, THE RIGHT OF SELF-GOVERNMENT, THE RIGHT TO

' tJ,S, CITIZENSHIP, THE SECTION DEALING WITH THE APPLICABILITY
OF BASIC PROVISIONS OF THE U,S, CONSTITUTION TO THE NORTHERN

.i

..,_ MARIANA ISLANO$_ ANO PROTECTION _G_INST ALIENATION OF LAND,
""";""'I THE AMBASSADOR SAID "THE UNITED _TATES GOVERNMENT TAKES

•,i MO_T SERIOUSLY ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AS ADMINISTERING AUTHORITy
TO SEE THAT A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL PLEBISCITE IS HELD ON THE

" CO_ENANT." ME TOLO THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF
! MR, ERWIN CANHAM AS PLEBISCITE COMMI$$1ON_R, HiS DUTIES WILL @E

TO SUPERVISE [HE PLEBISCITE AND CARRY OUT AN IMPARTIAL PLEBISCITE
' ! EOtlC&TION PROGRAM, WILLIAMS TOLD THE SUBCOMMITTEE ABOUT THE
._ FORM OF THE VOTE ON THE COVENANT_ NOTING THAT THE DRAFTING _A_
., A COOPERATIVE EFFORT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE MARIANAS.i

"_ POLITICAL STATUS COMMI$SION_ THIS FORM OF VOTE _A$ DELIBERATELY•. |

DERIGNED TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS

THAT A "NO" VUTE MEA=NS THAT THE MARIANA$ _OULD BE FREE TO SEEK.
AN ALTERNATIVE FUTURE STATU_ IN CONCERT _ITH THE OTHER UI_T_ZCT_,

•IN CONCLUDING, THE AMBASSADOR VOICED HIS SPECIAL

APPRECIATION TO THE CHAIRMAN FOR THE ATTENTION ANO TIME HE HAS

-'_:'_ _IVEN THESE TALKS_ AND FOR HIS ADVICE AND ENCOURAGEMENT.
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