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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SEMATOR TENORIO
PASS TO STATUS LIAISON OFFICER BERGESEN

COMTWELVE F'OR AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS
2, PLEASE DELIVER TO SENATOR PEDRO A, TENORIO FROM

.'-'_R AMBASSADOR WILLI AMS, -.
.QUOTE; THE WHITE HOUSE
- WASHINGTON, D,C,

.:.., - OLD EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING
.. _00 _ "_._,- +, _aw.J.L

. WASHINGTON, D,C, 2E,5,_6

. APRIL 28, 1975
SENATOR PEDRO A, TENORIO
MEMBER MARIANAS POLITICAL
STATUS COMMISSION
SA IPAN, MARl ANA ISLANDS 96950
DEAR SENATOR TENOR;O|
I AM AUT'MORI_ED BY T_HE EFRESI-D.ENT--A,vD-BYT-HE S.ECRET:,RY-OF
THE INTERIOR TO RESPOND TO YOUR MESSAGE OF" 23 APRIL, 2975

.... AS FOLLOWS:
THE COMMONWEAL?_ COVENANT WHICH WAS SIGNED BY THE HPSC
AND BY T_E U,S, ON FEBRUARY 15, 1.975 WILL BE SUBY.ITTED To

THE PEOPLE OF T_E NORTHERN MARIAN4S WITHOUT MODIFICATI.ON,
l THE NEXT STEP IS TO GIV,E:T'F_ :PEZ_P_'_W_'_R_:C _w._:1_'_ _)_

-' I JUNE 17 :975 TO ACCEPT! !R'._,JE_,,T: " '"- •;? ._-.,,lq

-_;_;_ NANT AND POLITICAL UNIOm W'I'"rM''T',.t_''_I_ITEDSTAT'ES'_Q'I'CH°'THEIR

.::,., DULY ELECTED AND APPOINTED RERRESENTA,TIVES NEGOTIATED
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PURSUANT. TO THEIR MANDATE,
THE UNITED STATES REGARDS THE SIGNED COVENANT AS NOT OPEN
TO REVISION, AMENDMENT OR RENEGOTI AT ION, IF IT IS
APPROVED BY 55 OF THE REGISTERED VOTERS THE COVENANT
WILL THEN BE SUSMITTED TO THE CONGRESS OF THE Ut_ITED STATES
IN EXACTLY THE SAME FORM AS IT IS BEING PRESENTED TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS TO BE EITHER APPROVED OR
D! SAPPRO VED,
TO REPEAT, THE SIGNED COVENANT IS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES FOR A YES OR NO VOTE IN ITS ENTIRETY

I r- 1AS IT NOW STANDS AS YOU KNOW IT IS THE R=SU.T OF
MO RE T HA N 2 YE AR S OF C AR EF UL S TU DY A ND R EV IEW AN D PA TI EN T
NE GO TI AT ION, TH E PO SI TI ON S TA KE N BY T HE U NI TE D ST AT ES A S
REFLECTED IN THE COVENANT WERE ARRIVED AT ONLY AFTER
CAREFUL CONSULTATION WITHIN AND BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE A,ND
LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND
ONLY AFTER FbLL CONSIDERATION OF THE VIEWS OF THE MPSC

•:,_-_':_ AND THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ...
ISLANDS, THE COMMONWEALTH COVENANT REPRESENTS THE
MAXIMUM ACCOK,MODATION THE UNITED STATES CAN MAKE IN ITS

•" E;FORT TO SATISFY TP,E EXPR'-CC'D._. _r_"-SIo=S,,,..OF THE _-ODLE,. , hr.,
THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS FOR SELF-GOVERN,_ENT IN A
CLOSE AND ENDURING POLITIcaL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U,S.,
THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS
WOULD RESULT IN AN OFFER OF COMMONWEALTH STATUS MORE
FAVORABLE TO THE NORTHERN MARIANAS THAN THAT CONTAINED IN

._ THE SIGNED COVEN._NT,
IF T_E COi4MONWEALTH COVENANT IS REJECTED BY THE PEOPLE IN
THE -JUNE --I7 P-L-E5IS-C--ITE THE U-HITED- STAT-ES E Xp ECT--STHA--TTHE
NORTHERN MARIANAS WiLL REMAIN A PART OF MICRONES]A AND
THAT THEY WILL SEEK AN ALTER_'ATIVE FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS
IN POLITICAL UNION WITH THE OTHER DISTRICTS OF T_E TTPI,
IF THE MARIANAS PEOPLE PREFER A COMMON FUTURE WITH THE

OTHER DISTRICTS THE UNITED. STATES WILL RESPECT T_RESE
..... WISHES APD WILL PROCEEIDIACf;_RDI';N_Lt_'_'_?" _,__.'V_ THE

TERMINATION OF THE TRL_SIE_FIIP':A_R_ME_,:---" --- " "" ----:.: .. •.
P THE QUESTIONS FOR wHICF'_'V'I_tJ'H_'_,'E'R'EOO_STEDA'NS'WE_" _'__RE

:-_:..#_ THOROUGHLY COVERED DURING THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, _
_."..:;_ DETAILED ANSWERS ARE, HOWEVER, IN PREPARATIONAKDI41LL BE
-_.......- ADMIN INTERNAL USE OWL v
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FORWARDED SOONEST, I HOPE THAT THE EXPLANATIONWILL
PROVIDE AN AUTHORITAI"IVE BASIS FOR AN UNDERSTANDINGOF THE ' .-.
ISSUES RAISED By yOUR MESSAGE,
• SINCERELY YOURS,

• F, HAYDN WILLIAMS
• U,S, AMBASSADOR '
. MICROIIESI AN STATUS NEGOTI AT IONS

END QUOTE,
KISSlNGER
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