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{WILLIAMS RESPONSE TO TENORIO]

SAI_AN, MAY 9 (MNS).--THE MARIANAS COVENANT "IS OPEN FOR
AMENOMENT, REVISION OR RENEGOTIATION" ACCORDING TO A RECENT

LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIAMS TO MARIANAS
SENATOR PEDRO A. TENORIO. THE LETTER, (DATED MAY 5) CONTAINS
DETAILED ANSWERS TO A LIST OF OUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO THE
AMBAS$_OOR BY SENATOR TENORIO ON APRIL 23RD,

AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS ALSO REAFFIRMED THAT IF THE COVENANT
I$ APPROVED IN THE JUNE 17 PLEBISCITE IT WILL BE SUBMITTED
"IN _XACTLY THE SAME FORM TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
FOR APPROVAL DR OISAPPROVAL BUT NOT FOR AMENDMENT By THAT
_00Y."

AFTER POINTING OUT THAT THE QUESTIONS RAISED IN SENATOR
TENORIOfS LETTER WERE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED BEFORE THE SIGNING

OF! THE, COVENtNT_ THE AMBASSADOR ANSWERED EACH GUESTION IN
OR'TAIL, A SUMMARY OF HiS RESPONSE FOLLOWS,

' ON THE QuEsTION OF APPLICABILITY OF U,$. MINIMUM WAGE
I_AiW. WTLLIAMS POINTED OUT THAT THE AGREEMENT LEFT THE MARIANA$
LEGISLATURE FREE TO ADOPT WHATEVER NINIMUM WA@E IT CONSIDERS
tPIPROPRIATE TO THE NORTHERN MARIANAS AND THAT IT COULD ADOPT
LE!GISLATIDN IDENTICAL TO THAT OF THE UNITED sTATES IF IT $0

! CONCERNING WAR CLAIM$_ WILLIAMS SAID THAT THE COVENANT
PRflTECT$ THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS BY
"S'PECI_CALLY STATING THAT THE MICRONE$IAN CLAIMS ACT ANO ANY

S_BSEQtIENT AMENDMENTS THERETO WILL CONTINUE TO APPLy TO THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS WHEN THE COVENANT TAKE5 EFFECT,"

i THE RIGHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN "MUST EXTEND TO ALL TERRITORIES
UNOEP THE DOMAIN OF THE UNITED STATES_" AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS
WROTE, BUT "THE LANGUAGE OF THE COVENANT WAS CAREFULLY DESIGNEO
TO EXTEND MAwIMUN PROTECTION TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
MARIAN,S IN THIS MATTER" AND THE UNITED STATES HAS UNDERTAKEN
t.FORMAL COMMITMENT "THAT IF IN THE FUTURE IT HAS NEED FOR LAND

I_ THE NORTMERN MARIANA$ FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES IT WILL SEEK TO
tCQUIR _ THE RIGHTS TO SUCH LAND BY VOLUNTARY MEANS AND IN
tqCOROANCE WITH ESTABLISHED LAW8 AND PROCEDURES."

TURNING TO GUARANTEEO JOB PREFERENCES, WILLrAM$ STATEO THAT
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THE _OYERNMENT OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS WOULD BE FREE TO ESTABLISH
"JUSTIFIABLE STANDARDS ANO QUALIFICATIONS FOR LOCAL EMPLOYMENTp"
RUT THE "LAW_ COULD NOT BE APPLIED IN A MANNER TO DISCRIMINATE
AGAINST AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES
IF THEy HAD THE SAME QUALIFICATIONS,"

ON.THE GuEsTION OF GUARANTEED FINANCIAL SUPPORTs HE WROTE
THAT TMEvLANGUAGE OF THE GCOVENANT COULD NOT BE MORE STRONGLY

iPUT,.II STATES THAT APPROVAL BY THE U,$, CONGRESS WILL
_CONSTITuTE A COMMITMENT AND PLEDGE OF THE FULL FAITH AND CREOIT
OF THE uNITE D STATES FOR THE PAYMENT ON AN ANNUAL BASIS OF ALL
THE MORES CALLED FOR IN ARTICLE VII OF THE COVENANT,

IN ADDITIONs THE UNITEO STATES WILL PROVIDE THE FULL RANGE
OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WHICH ARE AVAILABLE TO THE
TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATESs INCLUDING SOCIAL SECURITYs

_HEALTH AND MEOICAL CARE ASSISTANCEs HOUSING ASSISTANCes AND
'CHILD wELFARE PROGRAMS,

THE.COVENANT EXTENDS TO CAROLINIANS ND CHAMORRO$ OF
NORTHEmN MARIANA ISLANDS DESCENT EGUAL PROTECTION WITH RESPECT
iTO LAND OWNERSHIPs WILLIAMS STATED, "UNDER THE COVENANT AND
THE U._. CONSTITUTION CAROLINIANS AND CHAMDRRO$ WILL BE
GUARANTEED THE FULL PROTECTION OF THE. LAw AND ACCESs TOTHE
;COURTS.IF THEIR EQUAL RIGHTS TO LAND OWNERSHIP ARE DENIED TO
!THEM O_ IF IN ANY WAY THEY ARE DISCRIMINATED AGA.IN$T WITH
;RESPECT TO LAND OWNERSHIP,"

CONCERNIN_ THE TERMS UNDER WHICH THE UNITEQ STATES WILL
iLEASE cERTAIN LANDS, wILLIAMS REAFFIRMED THAT AGREEMENT HAD
IBEEN R_ACHEO ONLY AFTER BOTH SIDE$ HAD STUDIED THE MATTER
THROUGHLY AND AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE VIEWS AND

jRECOMMFNDATI_N$ OF REAL ESTATE EXPERTS AN3 LAND APPRAISER$,
!HE POINTED OUT THAT Stge52_e6_O WILL BE PAIO TO THE GOVERNMENT
:OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA$ IN A LUMP SUM ANO IF THE PRINCIPAL
18 KEP T INTACT IT COULD EARN INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS UP TO

J$2e__ PER YEAR,
THE UNITED sTATES HAS ALREADY PAID FOR USE AND OCCUPANCY

RIGHT TO APPRDWIPATELY ONE THIRD OF THE LAND IN QUE$TION AND
THIS MONEY REMAINS IN A TRUST FUND FOR THE BENEFIT DF TME
!PEOPLE.OF TH_ NORTHERN MARIANASs HE ADDED,

ADOTTIDNALLY, THE UNITED STATES WILL LEASE BACK TO TME
OOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA$ ABOUT 64_ ACREB OF LAND
i_OR ON_ DOLLAR PER ACRE AND WILL SET ASIDE LAND IN SAIPAN FOR
A PUBLIC PARK, THE UNITED STATES WILL ALSO RETURN $OME 4s790
ACRES _F MILITARY RETENTION LANO TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANAS.
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THE uNITEo STATES CflNSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAWS ANO TREATIES
ARE APPLICABLE TO ALL OF THE STATES AND AMERICAN TERRITORIES,
WITNIN THIS _RAMEWORK THE NORTHERN MARIANAS ARE ASSURED OF
MA_IMU@ SELF.GOVERNMENT UNDER THEIR OWN CONSTITUTION AND THE
COVENANT PLACES SUSSTANTIAL LIMITATIONS ON THE EXERciSE OF U,S,
POWERS IN THE NORTHERN MARIANA$,

_HE CITIZENS OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS WILL ELECT THEIR OWN
GOVERNHENT, WHICH WILL BE EMPOWERED TO ENACT LOCAL LAWS. UNOER
THE COVENANT, AMERICAN CITIZENS WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO RESIDE
IN qTHE MARIANASw JUST AS PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS WHO HAVE BECOME
UNIITED CITIZENS WOULD BE ABLE TO LIVE ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED
STATES.

ILAND OWNERSHIP RESTRICTIONS IN THE COVENANT "COULO INHIBIT
THOSE WHO 00 NOT QUALIFY FOR LAND OWNERSHIP FUR THINKING IN
TE_NS _F PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS,"
AMBIA$_DOR WILLIAMS STATED, THE RIGHT OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN
RESIDING IN THE NORTHERN MARIANAS TO VOTE IN U,S, PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS COULO NOT BE GRANTED BY THE COVENANTp HE SAID| BECAUSE
VOTING I$ RESTRICTED TO CITIZENS RESIDING IN ONE OF THE 5B
STATES. OR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

wHILE IT I$ POSSIBLE THAT AT SOME TIME IN THE FUTURE THE
CONSTITUTION MAY BE AMENDED TO ALLOW ALL AMERICAN CITIZENS TO
VOTE IN PRESTOENTIAL ELECTIONS REGARDLESS OF THEIR PLACE OF
RESTOENCE_ THE LETTER EXPLAINED THIS COULD NoT _E GRANTED
UNDER EXISTING CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. VUTCNG REPRESENTATION
IN!THE uNITED STATES CONGRESS IS SIMILARLY RESTRICTED, WILLIAMS
AOOEO, THE AMERICAN TERRITORIES OF GUAMF PUERTO RICO AND THE
BTI
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