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"i!ii?":i!!:!,::,i! Although I have repeatedly expressed my strong deter-
l"i:_i'i_!/_i::ki'lruination that the plebiscite on the Covenant be a free and

open expression of the will of the Marianas people, uninter-,,.._._:. _ :-:::.;'

.:::-:.,,-,_:,,h.:.._1...,,.,,.::..-,, fered with and uninfluenced by outside forces, I feel I must

.,-::_.:".._:.._i clarify some of the erroneous statements being made about
.,•-:: -::,:._ the Covenant

of our Interior Committee, the will of the Marianas people
. as expressed by the plebiscite, This pledge includes, of

course, support of the Covenant if it is approved by the

._-:._,....:.::_ people of the Marianas.

::":: ....:?:j

::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 2) I support the Covenant provision with respect to
• : ..r,estricting American ability to purchase land in the Northern

....... Marianas. _._is provision Will not-be changed by the Congress.
_,:'vl( _ . oo

•-_..., 3) Under the United States Constitution it is our
Executive Branch and not the Congress that has the authority to
negotiate agreements such as the Covenant. Any suggestion that

,;./: i I or any me_ber of the Congress would negotiate for the American
side in the event the Covenant is not approved, is contrary to

.,;..¢. ., fact.

•'"'•'""_":' 4) Congressional &ction, as with the plebiscite itself,"._,:,":L; '/_ '::

:,::.-:_._:,:_ will be:a total acceptance or rejection of the Covenant as
>":-'_?_:":-" drawn up by the United States-Marianas negotiations which have
:..:'X,:'::.'i,'.,,r'.Y:i

_. _:; -_:"_::_

:j:.,::7_:._:i.1 been completed. The Congress will not alter the Covenant.
:r#:*4,;_ >'.:_
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